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\URING the Aruggles of a great nation for her ſafety or renown, conjunQures 


often ariſe, when the citizen, whoſe ſtation does not admit of his giving ad- 


vice, ought to offer his informations, The preſent ſeemed to be ſuch a time. 


And the Compiler of the following ſheets, having collected for a greater work 


various documents with regard to the national reſources, thought it his duty to 5 


make an humble tender to the Public of that authentic intelligence, which, 
amid the e wailings of deſpondency, had brought e conviction and comfort to > his 


mind. Fr 


'EMBELLISHMENT often obſcures, but ſeldom adds any thing to the force of 


| fadts. Without the ceremony of introduction, or the incumbrance of ornament, 1 


| propoſes to lay before the Public, i in the firſt place, the unvarniſhed evidence of 
the comparative reſources of Britain, and of the temporary loſſes of her commerce, | 


5 during every war ſince the Revolution. The inferences which reſult from facts 


are irreſiſtible, when they are themſelves authenticated, He was induced therefore 


to mention, ſecondly, the ſources whence the documents before-mentioned were 


drawn, i in order to enable the Reader to judge of their authenticity, and, by examin- 


ing his reaſonings, to add the authority of experience to the deciſions of judgment. 
As the ſtate of population is ſo eſſentially connected with the eſtimate of reſources, 
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the Compiler was tides r a ere of | communicating uſeful | information, © 
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Chief Juſtice Hale, Mr. FB King, Dr. Campbell, and Dr. Price, on a queſtion. 
„ extremely intereſting, becauſe the anſwer to it is to decide, whether England is 
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now inhabited by fewer than five million of people, or by more than nh The 


candid eue may  pethaps ſe ſee 5 caliſe, in his progfeſs, > bor 


anne are ſometimes too . and the unlcttered always too 3 ulous. 


Lambda ve he tdi; he 1 of man; or obſerved his familiar life, who 
has not remarked, that the individual finds the higheſt gratiication in deploring ti the 


ie 1 ral 107} 05! 


4 


pleaſures of the aſt, even amid the enjoyments of the preſent. Prompted thus by 


n Ov ein 10 Tfeos ian 0 004367 ones | 45 

temper, he has 1 in every age complained « 153 its depopulation and decline, while the 
1349 \ a 1 . VEE) (FE? ? 2 5. C7 +7 937 

world was the moſt pogulous, and its affairs the moſt proſperous. | : F rom the days 


10 v6 


of Elizabeth to the preſent, a period wherein this nation underwent the happieſt 


(345 C4683 v1 3 


. change, a twe Ivemonth has ſearcely paſſed away, in which a treatiſe has not been | 

publiſhed, | either by. I :norance, | by 'good-intentions, or deſign, bewailing x the loſs 

of our commerce, and the ruin of the ſtate. Yet, i is there reaſon to hope, that a as | E 

ſound philoſophy triumphs over univerſal bigotry, mankind as they grow wiſer will # 
43 become leſs ſubject. to the dominion of temporary 8 8 far leſs to the laſting 3 
i impreſſions of fancied 1 miſery. The reader, who honours the following Meets with Li 
| , an attentive. peruſal, may probably find, x that though we haye advanced by wide . 
| | ſteps, d luring th the laſt century, in our knowled ge of the ſcience o of politics, we h have Rill 1 : 
| | x much to learn; : but that the ſummit. can only be param by ſubſtituting accurate 4 
3 : xeſearch for deluſive f [peeplations. and Wecken zeal of Paradox for. moderation . * 
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HEORISTS are not agreed with regard to thoſe circum- 


parative. One conſiders the power of a people © to conſiſt in their 
numbers and their induſtry.” Another inſiſts, that the force of 


every community molt eſſentially depends on the capacity, valour, 
and union, of the leading characters of the State.” And a third, adopt- 


ing the ſentiments of both, contends, that though numbers and 


riches are highly important, and though the reſources of war, where 
other advantages are equal, may decide a conteſt ; yet the reſources 
of war, in hands that cannot employ them, ate of little avail ; 
ſince manners are as eſſential as either numbers or wealth.” It is 


not the purpoſe of the preſent inquiry to amuſe the fancy with 
uninſtructive definitions, or to bewilder the judgment with verbal 
diſputations, as unmeaning as they are unprofitable. The glories 
of the laſt war have caſt a continued ridicule on the far-famed 


 Eftimator of the Manners and Principles of his Times [1756.] And we 


may find reaſon in our progreſs to conclude, that the 8 of 
the mind, either vigorous or effeminate, belonging to the inhabi- 


ſtances which form the ſtrength of nations, actual or com- 


J 


tants of this iſland, have undergone little change from the epoch 


of the Revolution to the riſe of theſe eventful times. Documents 
have been drawn from no common ſources, to enable the reader to 


determine with reſpect to objects, by all conſidered as of the greateſt | 
conſequence. to the political greatneſs of the nation; the progreſſive 
numbers of the people, the extent of their induſtry, and the ſuc- 
ceſſive amount of their traffic and their wealth, _ Os” 


But let us, from * remark, deſcend to minute inveſtiga- 


tion. The inſult offered to the ſovereignty of England, by giv- 


ing an aſylum to an abdicated monarch, and by diſputing the 


right of a high- minded nation to regulate its own affairs, forced 


King William into an eight-years war with France. Preſſed thus 
by neceſſity, he could not weigh in very ſcrupulous ſcales the 


wealth of his ſubjects againſt the ſupefior opulence of his too 
potent rival. Yet, animated by his characteriſtic magnanimity, 
ſo worthy of imitation, and ſupported by the zeal of a people 
whoſe reſources were not then equal to their ardour and bravery, 
he engaged in an arduous diſpute for the moſt honourable end; 
the vindication of the independence of a great kingdom. We 
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he vali of the ſurplus Prod aue 1 


The average of the annual upplic during the. 
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may form a judgppent⸗ of the Qrengthy of * nation at that] 


from the tollowing detail: 18 
The number of fighting men in Bald and 


Wales, according to the calculation of Mr. 1 


Gregory King, as cited A en Rahn 
by Dr. Davenant — 2 11 ae; 310 308, ooo 


we 


T he yearly income of the nation, a, confilfing' n: 
five millions and a half of 3 as JP: AIRY ee ON 
by the fame Mr. King — £ 43,500,000 

T he WR: e of the nation — eee 


Vearly increſ — i I — 


_ exported _ 7 7 $086,087 
The value of the whole kingdom, according to 


Mr. King * 4 5 52 880 000, o 


Having hows: ated the dm property, whence taxes could 


only be raiſed, we ms now OY into Wo? amount t of the wer 


lic revenue. 


King James s annual income bl onlyt to® C. 2, 106 I 85. 2 2 | 


There remained in the Exchequer unapplied, x 
on the 5th of November 1688, for King $4 
_ William to defray the exigencies of the 188 8 
Revolution — 2 8071 5 


— 


The nett income paid into the Exchequer FFP 


ing the year 1691, from the cuſtoms and 


exciſe, from the land and polls, was h 5p 4,2 49; 7 57. 


Of this inconſiderable revenue, which was how- „ 
ever raiſed with difficulty, there were R 
towards carrying on the war only — 3 


Appropriated to civil r 5 


war; from which we may form an opinion of . 

dhe elfen force 2 of the ſtate. —— il 2 5 505 5 
1 „ 4-307 . 2 | — et bas 

Pol. Obſerv. Bibl. Farl. Brit. Muf. N- 1806. 

» Cunnyngham's Hiſt of Taxes, p. 30. 
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© MSS, Harley. For the accurate informations which theſe 8 om —. 
this moſt authentic and elaborate MS. the public owe an additional, obligation, and 


the. compiler a N to the liberal communication of Mr. Aſtle. | 8 
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80 unfruitful had every. branch of taxes proved dur- 
7 ing every ſeaſon, that the revenue exiſting at the 
Revolution had fallen in its produce above one- 

half in five years; that the deficiencies appeared 

to the Commons to have ſwelled, before the 
ſeſſion of 1696, to 


The public debt, which had been incurred before 
the peace of Ryſwick, and which had been bor- 
rowed at an intereſt of ſeven and Eight per cent. 

_ amounted to — c 12,964,310 
Of this ſum there were paid off during five. years of 177 
ſubſequent tranquillity ——  _ 2 897, 533. 

The national debt due on Lady-day 1702 * — 2 10,060,777. 

The tonnage of the ſhipping of Engliſh merchants 

. at the Revolution, that formed the nurſery, 

whence the royal navy was e manned, 

amounted only to rin 399-533 tons ; 
Which muſt have been! ny intel; if we allow to 


every two hundred tons twelve men, including Ll 
the maſter, mate, and boy, by — — 11432 failors. 


ONE IAN 


. 6,000,460 


1 


1 The following ſtatement will . us the progreſſive force of the 
= 7: P02. fleet of England during the preceding century: 
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E In 1 55 {han fleet- fent * the Armada“ ] 31,985 
== | . 
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e 
15. 272 


75500 


Kr N 
30,9 51 


0 1675 | . 15 — — — - 4 =>; ; 
1688 4 
1695 


Ws Mss. Harley. | We N State N p. 618. F A detail. BW teas.” | 
in the Paper-office, ,- 8 Bibl. Harley, Brit. Muſ. N“ _ | 
* An admiralty-liſt in the: Sale eg exhibits the ſubjoined detail of the fect 
of on gh in March 1693. 855 
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It is unjuſt conſequently to judge of our preſent circum 


equality. M62 


_ 


F* 4 by 


During the firſt years of the war, the miniſters having pro- 


cured the authority of a. reſolve of the Commons, apportioned 


_ annually the number of ſeamen, whom the traders to each com- 
mercial- country were allowed to employ. Embargoes were 


ſtatedly impoſed to enforce reſtriction. And, notwithſtanding the 
united efforts of the nation, the Admiralty were only able to aug-. 
ment the navy, during ſeven years of war, 11,368 tons *. Such 


then was the naval force, that, during the hoſtilities of William, 


could be ſent into the Tine againſt the potent navy of France, 


which in one buſy reign had been created and raiſed to Left 


thoſe of the paſt, ſince in all compariſon there ought to be 


Having thus ſtated the ſtrength of the nation, we may now en- 


quire into the loſſes of our trade. Even the moſt confirmed com- 


merce could not have ſtood ſo rude a ſhock as it ſuſtained from the 


war of the Revolution; from the imbecillity of friends, no leſs than 
from the vigour of foes. The buſineſs of the individual could not 


proſper, while it was thus directed by the hand of the ſtateſman. 
The enterprizes of the traders neceſſarily declined, as they were 


not protected from the activity of the privateers. And the cla- 


mours which were in the end raiſed againſt the managers of the 
Marine, were aſſuredly founded in prodigious loſſes. 
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4 Sig. Dalrymple has publiſhed a paper [ Appendix, p. 242+] in order to juſtify 


Kin 


his miniſters thought it impoſſible to increaſe. the fleet; —“ as not having ſhips 


enough, nor men, unleſs we ſtop even the craft-trade.” There are a variety of do- 
cuments in the Plantation-office, which demonſtrate the ſame poſition. And ſee 
below a comparative view of the fleets of France and England, in 1693. 


The following Compariſon of the French and Engliſh Fleets in x6g3, formed from lifts brought into the 
Houſe of Commons by Secretary Trenchard,“ will ſhew how nearly equal they were in force even ſubſequent 
to the victory of La Hogue in the preceding year. [ Bibl. Harley, Brit. Muſeum, Ne 1898.] 
7 F French Fleer. _. | Engliſh Fleet. 1 Difference. 
| 3 ear EY 1 a . 22 
6 ; 8 At Breſt. At Toulon. Total. : In being, Build n Total. More, Leſs. 
Ships from 40 to 50 guns — 3 _ 32 . | 
30 to 0 — 10 14. — 7 1 8. 
to 70 — 23 | — 3 17. 
| 6— "2 * 2 25. 
— 1 o 
— Q 


| 30 to go. — 7 
1255 90 to 10 — 6 
RA 11100 to 108 ; TOY 6 A 
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| William from the charge—** of not exerting the natural ſtrength of Eng- 
land in a ſea-war againſt France, after the battle of La Hogue; which proves, that 


4 1 


let i us examine the following proofs : 


Ships cleared outwards. Vile of their 1 
Years. ö Tons Engliſh. pe foreign. _. Total. 


1688 — 190,533 — 95,267. — ' 285,800 — 4,086, o87 

1696 — 91,707 — $3,924 — 174,788 —— 2,729,520 

Annual loſs « 98,70 00 — 12,245 — 111012. U 
| The nett revenue of the poſts i in 16688 — FL. A 318 
D* — — 1697 —— 58 672 


Dr. Dread took a different way to go to the ſame point, be- 
cauſe he had not acceſs to a better Having ſtated the yearly 
amount of the cuſtoms, from 1688 to 1695 incluſive, he inferred 
from the annual defalcations—“ So that it appears fufficiently, 
that in genera), fince this war, our trade is very much diminiſhed, 
as by a medium of ſeven years the cuſtoms are leſſened about f 

. 138, 70%. 75, a year.” Lr. Davenant juſtly complained of the 
breaches of the Act of Navigation, © during the ſlack admini- 
ſtration of this war;“ ſo that ſtrangers ſeem to have beaten us out 


of our own ports. For it was obſerved, that there were, in the 
5 Py of London, 


Tons Engliſh, Do foreign. Total. 
During the 2 1695 * 1 gue. _ 83,238 — 149,926 


It would be i injurious to | el, that the Gone: able n 
who ſeems, however, to. have ſometimes complained without a 
cauſe, acknowledged, © That perhaps no care nor wiſdom in the 
world could have fully protected our trade during this laſt war 
with France. 

RF An attentive examination of the numbers of our ſhips. cleared 
"8 4 i outwards, and of their cargoes exported, demonſtrates, that in 
1 every war there is a point of depreſſion in trade, as there is in all 
8 things, beyond which it does not decline; from which it gra- 
—_— dually 1 unleſs it meets with additional checks, beyond the 
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dah. 


—— 


— 


* MsS; Harley. 


x With the year mentioned by ane contraſt the 8 years: . 


Tons Engliſh, Do foreign, Total. 
Entered ie penal London, in 1910 — 70,915 — 40, 280 — 110,195 


1719 — 187,122 — 11,468 — 198, 500 
2779. — 299059 — 123,750 — 359,809 
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extent of its former greatneſs... And the year 1694 marked, pro- 


bably, the loweſt ſtate to which the hoſtilities of William had 


beat down the national traffic. But the commerce of England, 


ſuſtained by immenſe capitals, and inſpired by a happy ſkill and 


diligence, may be aptly compared to a ſpring of mighty powers, 
which always exerts its force in proportion to the weight of its 
compreſſion : and the return of peace, by removing the preſſure, - 


enables it to put forth its energy ; ſhewing, by . the.rebound, the 
ſal utary effects, in a vaſt export, and extended correſpondence. 


__ Examine the evidence: 


1699 


IL): 


17e — 293,703 — 43.625 — 337.328 — 6,709,881 


133 * Oy * a 3 * 


e Ships cleared outwards. 
"©, Tons Englih. De foreign. 
wick, 1697 g ao e fl 


[12 exported. £ 


L. 


Total. | 
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m The following detail, from the Plantation-office, will give the reader a dif- 


ferent view of the navigation of England, during the embarraſſments of the war of 
Ships cleared outwards. {|| 


Tons Eng. Do foreign, Total. 


1693 London, 44,912 — $0,750 — 104, 662 


Outports, 73,176 — 28,752 — 101,928 


Total, 118,088 — 88,502 — 206,590 


(—__—_—_—_ — * nw —-—-— — 


Total, 73,056 — 69,724 — 142,7 8094, 630 — 105,410 — 200,040. 


1 des 39,648 — 47, 500 — 81,148 
94 Outports, 33,408 — 28,224 — 61,632 


| 15 : | " 8 


Of the foregoing detail, it ought to 
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** 


| 


69,128 — 108 751 — 177,879. 
Balance of Trade, — 9 41 


Ships entered inwards. 


| 185 Eng. 99 2 uſe e. 
30,512 — 80,875 — 117,387, 
32,616 — 27,876 — 68.792 5 


— —— 


206,590 


89,472 = 76,360 — 1385972 
35158 — 28,910 — 64,068 


— 
x 


A” 


be obſerved 


Balance of Trade, — 57, 260 


, that it does not appear in. the 


Plantation- office altogether in this form: the number of ſhips, Engliſh and foreign, 
entered either in London or the outports, is only ſpecified, and the average tonnage 


of each thus particularly given: the Zngliſh ſhips in the port of London were eſti- 
mated at 112 tons each; the foreign at 125 tons each: the Engliſh ſhips at the 
outports at 72 each; the foreign at 98 tons each. W hence the editor was enabled, 

by an eaſy calculation, to lay before the public a more preciſe account of the com- 
merce of England, during the war of the Revolution, than has yet been dons, 
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Value of cargoes 


7 1 


The nett annual. revenue of the poſts, according to 


an ayerage of the eight years of King William's . 
Wars, — L. 67,222 


3 Ditto of the four years « of ſubſequent peace — 82,319 


— 


A UEEN ANNE renewed the war againſt Lewis XIV. whom all 
A Europe either now hated or dreaded, becauſe a ſimilar inſult 
had been offered to the ſovereignty of England; When her 
Treaſurer fat down to calculate the coſt, he looked probably for re- 


| ſources chiefly in his own prudence: her General ſaw armies riſe out 
of his own genius for war, as he was {till more confident, becauſe 
he was ſtill more able; and both eſtimated right, ſince a favourable 


change had imperceptibly taken place in the ſpirit as well as in 
the abilities of the nation. The gallant companions of William 
in his victories and retreats, not only remained, but panted for the 


field; at the ſame time that they had been improved by expe- 
rience, and were incited by a remembrance of what they had for- 


_ merly gained and loſt. And the Engliſh looked their enemies 
ſteadily in the face, becauſe their courage was equal to the ex- 


tent of their freedom, while they felt the indignity offered to 
their independence, by © owning. and declaring the pretended 


prince. of Wales King. of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 


Let us enquire more minutely into > the national Rrengeh during 


the reign of Queen Anne: 


England and Wales contained now about 1,700,000 fighting men; ; 
By the Union with Scotland, there were 
probably added to theſe: . 31900 


FI 


The fighting men of the 
— . uni ited kin ge 1 2202 1 oo 


OILY 


The national property 50 income were not afſuredly- leſs now 
than they had been at the acceſſion of William, owing to the inter-- 
mediate Land and the additional facilities. 


: l : 4 x 1 : 
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n MS9S, Harley. 
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The taxes which were collected from the Fand 


: There were applied to the payment of the 


7*1. 1 85 


The value of the for plus products, bh) . 


n had mean . riſen to „ — ů 22 


yielded nett into the e 0 the your”. e n 
„„ 8 . 979075 


Of this inconſidetable revenue the current 1 e 
for the navy abſorbed — . 1,046, 307 


vu the land ſervice — 425,998 


the ordnance | —— 409,940 
6 704, 339 


2,226, 674 


rincipal and intereſt of debts — 1,41 1,912 | | 
15 1 — $638,586 


Balance remaining unapplicd . a 222282 


709-375, 


7 nett aue bid into the — dncing the. 


year 1703, from the cuſtoms, exciſe, paſt-office, 4 
land, and miſcellaneous duties —— _—— 4. bp 56x 19 4 4 


of this ſum there were iſſued for carrying on the 


War — L. 3,666,430 
For paying the civil lit — 580,981 
the intereſt of loans - 430, 307 
Balance remaining for the Pep nent =. 
loans, and other ſervices :s 87 — 26 


—— {5,944 


The W of the preſent reign had: not to nend with the 
embarraſſments of the laſt. The diſorders, ariſing from the de- 
baſement of the coin, had been cured by a re-coinage. The 
Bank of England now lent its aid by facilitating loans, and pro- 
moting circulation; and the payment of taxes had become more 


familiar to a more ſatisfied people. Owing to all theſe cauſes, the | 
| ſtateſmen of that day borrowed money at 5 per cent. in 1702, and 


never r paid more e than ſix during the war. Nevertheleſs, the taxes 
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| newly. impoſed-: were not always ies. as apvarice is generally 
too powerful for novelty ; and various debts, amounting at Chrift- 3 
mas 1711 to. 9, 471, 32 5, had been incurred, becauſe the exertions 
of the nation were greater than the ſupplies of the parliament. - 


The annual tonnage of Engliſh ſhips, which, at 
that "epoch, formed the principal nurſery for 
the royal navy, had increaſed to — — 273,693 tons ; 
Which” muſt have been navigated, if we allow ——— — 
twelve men to every two hundred tons, «ok — 16 #42 falors, 


7 


By an enumeration * of the tradin g veſſels of En gland, in January 
ei it appeared that 


London 1 — 84 882 tons, | Fe CARON: 5 12 


The e had 170, 340 | 
——— 261, 1222; 


| ant ey were navigated by 16,471 men and 120 boys, or 3016 591 


ſailors. ; 
e :nconfiderable n e between the e tonnage 


and mariners, and the tonnage and mariners cleared at the Cuſtom- 


| houſe, only marks, that ſeveral ſhips had entered more than once, 


and that a greater number of men were then allowed to every, 


veſſel than are now; whence we may infer, that the calculation 


and the enumeration prove the accuracy of each other. 


Tons. Men. 
The royal navy, which in 169 s had carried 112,000 and 45, ooo 


Na mouldered before 1704 to Ts * — "46909 
Its 


11 


» 


. N detail i in the ee eee £ 


An admiralty-lift of all her Majeſty's ſhips. and veſſels i in FORT at kom TP | 
abroad, on the 27th February 1704-4, with the higheſt complement of men, 


and the numbers borne, muſtered, and de [From the Paper. one. 
Rates. n of ſhips, | 
2 


Fireſhips, bombs, 3 
Smaller veſſels. 11. 


1104 | 
Un 
— 


— Complement, Borne. Muſtered. 
3 46, — 3% — 07798” 
Wanting | — — — — 7,025 — 15.9 


in TH Londs -A ſimilar 


Mk RV 


* 
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Its real force will, Bberevef 5 more clearly appear from the fol- | 


lowing detail-: 


22 or the line emphiged:b in 1702 = — 74 — in u 1707 —72 
. 85 e ß 
yo 242 | e 1709 — 67 JL, 
| 1706 — 3 —— 17112590 


; b : F . , 5 "6 


Such then was the ſtrength: of the nation under Queen. Anne. 
Let us now enquire into = loſſes of our trade during her Slo- 
rious, but unproductive war. 
The effort of the belligerent powers was ds chiefly by land; 
and the foreign trade of England ſeems to have rather languiſhed 
than to have been orerpo ed, as it had been for a ſeaſon during 
the preceding conteſt. 3 e 2755 


| Examine the following proofs : . Ss 
Ships cleared dn. Value of Cargoes. . 
' Year, Tons Engliſh. — DY Foreign. .*- Tomb 4 Py 
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it — 273,693 — 43.635 — 317,328 


— 

N ro 29 88 55 1 1 agate 5,308, 966 8 1 
r . _ 
7711 — 260,047 — 57,890 — 323,937 — $5,962,988 oF 
#712 — 320,0:0 — 29,115 — 355, 75 —— 6, 868,840 Ws 1 


The revenue of "Rt Pot-office * , on an [avenge of the 
four laſt years of William, yielded nett _— 4. 82,319 
* of the Four firſt my of — War —— — * 1,506 


A 


Eons ſimilar liſt gives us RD numbers af men on board the fleet; from which we may „ 1 
judge of its ſize in Aprd 1912. [From the Paper- office.) | = 
| © 41,277 complement — 40,161 borne — 38,007 muſtered. . = 
The number of men in pay, on the 1 3th February 1713-14, were, | "oi 
_ _ 85 752 7:69 „694 complement. — 1408. borne, — 13,645 muſtered. 
= . reg ern tate of the ons p. 33. | 
8 © MS. Harley, „„ 355 3, 
it: | 1 . —.— | Thus, e 


833 


7 I 6 


Thus, the year 1705 n the loweſt ſtage of the. epreſſion 
of commerce; whence it gradually roſe to 1712, the laft year of 
the war, when dur navigation and traffic had gained a manifeſt ſu- 


periority over thoſe of any prior period of peace. 


Let us behold ie of trade, when the return of tran- 
quillity had removed every preſſure, and the extenſion of the enter- 
prizes of our merchants, by contraſting the average of the ſhips 
cleared outwards, and of the value of their cargoes, during the three 
peaceful years preceding the war with thoſe during the three years 
EG following the treaty of Utrecht. | 


— 


3 Ships cleared cd 1 5 Value of Cargoes. 
Vears. Tons Eogliſh, | De Foreign. Total. | 46 28 
1700 — 293,703 — 43-625 — 337,328 — 6,709,881 
. F 
14 — 421,431 — 26,573 — 448,004 — 7.696, 573 


25 
The nett annual revenue of the poſt- office, accord- 


ing to an average of the years 1709y—8—g—10 — . 58,0 52 
D*, on an average * of the years I711—I2—13—14 —- 90% 23 


arts. 4 


— 


N X I 0 U 8 for lis ſtability y. amid the claſh of A 
parties, King George I. engaged ſucceſſively in conteſts with 
Ae every European nation, becauſe each in its turn had given 
protection to the Wetender to o his crown: but the te of that 


8 MS. Harle RN | 2 
' * Anderſon's ommeree, voi p. 266, But, the office had been now extended, 


and the poſtage — 
5 : monarch 


* ; 4 ay » . . 
| 12 IP 
” | ö n W 


2 . 1 12 


= | | monarch. were ſhort, as ara 51 Upitnportent: and they did not 


therefore call forth the full force of His e 8e Ty ye 
deduced in the following manner: 


It would be at firſt ſight-a 1 to An, e enquiry 
| might eſtabliſh the fact, hat Great Britain was'a more opulent na- 
tion during the reign of George I. than it had been during any for- 
mer period; though there had been paid nett into the Exchequer”, 
from the ;thof November 1688 to Lady Day OR! 0 0413 
and from Lady Day 1798, to Michaelmas $4 5 69. I 27:0, 33- 


Total taxes raiſed, beſides charges of colleQion £ I 14,21 3.674: 


3 


| But this vaſt ſum had LIFE amaſſed, not by the Hi 
appropriation, of any part of the rational ſtock, but 


tr; 


by collecting annually an inconſiderable part 01 . 
ry > productive revenue of the people. The value of the LE 
| ſurplus products exported, at the acceſſion of the ein 
preſent King, amounted to a mach larger ſum than * 
they had ever done duri ing any. former reign 


”. 
Te 


wr as 


— 15 8 008068, 


- ls the cargoes. which Were yealy exported were Formed Dm 
nos remained after the domeſtic. conſumption Was fully ſupplied, 
. Wie may infer, that there was now employed a. greater capital in 
trade, which gave riſe to a more vigorous induſtry than had ever 
before promoted the wealth and greatneſs of the nation. 


''% | A remarkable revolution in the hiſtory of our public debts and 


revenue occurred during the preſent reign. The great object of 
indieiduals as creditors, and of the parliament as debtors, ſeems 
na to have been to reduce the amount of the intereſt, rather than 
to diſcharge any part of the principal. Owing to this policy, and 
with this deſign, the finking fund. which yielded yearly, before the 
effluxion of the preſent reign, C. 1,08 3, 190, Was eſtabliſhed. in 


| 1716, and had undoubtedly: produced the moſt beneficial effects, 


had the original purpoſe been as rigidly attended to as it was wiſely 
deligned,-- The. various duties Which had been impoſed during the 
neceſſities of the two former wars, had been all 15 we except the 


a 100 VNV | —.— A ſmi- 


* . 1 


land and malt taxes) rendered (Perpetual, and now, formed a ſtand- 
ing revenue of L. 514.175. 


But the intereſt of the tional debt of (. 50,644,307 | 


abſorbed of that revenue, on the 31ſt Decem- | RL Þ:; 

ber 1714, NO leſs than DE TY AN TE OOO: — 2,81 1,904, 
The land- tax, at 25. in the pound, Analleod 4d. onitant dt; if 
' raiſed rather leſs than £ 1, ooo, oo 
The malt- tax, at 6d. the buſhel, „„ aNbqQn et 1; 

ther leſs than © mm ä —2—T—’U? 550,00 
Other temporary grants, amounted to _ 750,000 
The annual grants for current ſervices Le 2, 500, 


Various cauſes had concurred to reduce the' Tal which Was 
paid by the public for loans, on ſome emergencies during the pre- 
ſent reign, ſo low as three per cent. All parliamentary engage 
ments ſince the Revolution had been faithfully performed; a mo- 
nied- intereſt had been created; and the operations of the ſinking 
fund, and the gains on our trade, had filled the coffers of the rich. 
From theſe circumſtances we may infer, that the nation could no- 
very eaſily borrow, but not ſo eaſily repay. 7 | 
The annual tonnage of Engliſh ſhipping, W 

formed, at the acceſſion of George I. the chief nur- 


ſery of ſailors for the royal navy, had increaſed to 444284 3 tons ; tons); br 
Mien muſt have been navigated, if we. allow, twelve 3 
© mariners to every two. hundred tons, by... —— 26 6911 men. 
The royal navy, which had been t left by 
Þ e Anne, amounted, in 71 i „to — 167, 596 e, 
4 00d - 
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» . ; Hiſt, of Taxes. | 
From an admiralty. liſt in the Paper-office, it appears, that the peace-efabliſoment | 


of the navy was, in November 17 16, as in n the ſubjoined detail: 


18 er; 29 Number of ſhips | 
15 10 et dial 


— 
— — 
6 — 
— 
— — 
1 


— 


Sloops, 
Vachts, 


9 Nunber of men — 4:840 for home Price 
9000 for guardſhips. 
5 fo: the Sailey ſquadron. 
15845 for toreigu ſervice. 


363 K ] ů ũÜFrms 8 


8,500 1 &&D 517 70 * 


3 1 


* 


Wood | fatea® the amount of the navy i in 1721, at | 13 3 an, V 


1 | 
| | 5 FE | 


which, faid 12 is more than | in 1688, 57,201 tons ; 
and more than |. wh + cb Ware 95,639. wm 


t A 
- — 


Notwithſtanding the 1 of Wood, and the g glory e ley Reed, | 9 

acquired by the defoat of the Spaniſh feet in +4 
1718, it is apparent, that 8 navy bud lte, „ 
ſuſtained a diminutzen of =... was 2 © — | 9.363 tons. | 
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Let us now examine the loſſes of our trade from the petty we 7 
of the preſent reign ; which ſeem not indeed to have much inter- 1 # 
rupted the foreign commerce of the kingdom, while fluter), 5 . = 

lations incited the domeſtic induſtry of the people. { _ = 

Owing probably to a complication of cauſes, the traffic and | 

navigation of England appear to have ſtruggled with their oppreſ- _ f 
ions, and never to have riſen much ſuperior to the amount of both WE... Þ 
5 during the year of his A . C = 


Here are the proofs : x 


| | Shi ps W . a „ Value of n 1 = 
Years. - Tons Engliſh. De F oreign. Total. | 7 515 8 
8,063,068 << © 


1714 — 444-843 — 33,959 — 478.793 — 
15 — 406,392 — 19,508 — 425,900? 5 8 


16 — 438,816 — 17,493 — $56,309 — 2842.92 


1718 — 427, 962 — 16 809 — 4449771 6,361,390 N 
1 4 6,1% 32 
wn 7.395,08 5 


5 


23 1723 oe 392,643 — 27,040 155 419,683 Ph, 


7 amilar lit it in 1 dit 4 different view of the fleet of England 
in ſea- pay, on the roth June 1725. AN | +6 Ta by 1 
„ £54 5 14 FIT 1 5 | | TIC CIT, 7) 
17 — 2,785 abroad. CR ILY. „ 
| 4 — 9900 coming home. 1 
4 — 300 on the coaſt of Ireland and Mans 
2 3. — "mg 62 at home. 
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of his ſucceſſor : 


6 


Contraſt the year of the acceſſion of George the Firſt with that 


& 


Ships cleared outwards | Value of Cargoes. 


Yana — Tons Engliſh, - Do Foreign. e 3 
1713 he e 


14 7 
151 
. 

2 n þ ON} 1 7 es | — — 


— 421,431 — 26,573 — 448,004 — 7,696, 73 


AE early taſte of King George II. for foreign politics, and 


his ſubſequent treaties, brought on at laſt a war with Spain, 


after a variety of negotiations and conventions ; as it had been 


found impoſſible to prevent the Spaniſh depredations, while the 
Spaniſh court looked for impunity from the peacefulneſs of the 


Engliſh miniſter; who was however forced from his ſyſtem in 1739. 


The wiſe laws of the foregoing reign, with regard to commerce, 
had mean time produced their ſalutary effect, in a prodigious in- 


creaſe of domeſtic induſtry, of foreign traffic; and of the numbers 
of the people, which were the neceſſary conſequence of both. 


Theſe. important truths we may aſſuredly, infer from the follow- 
ing ſtatementt fit 8 ; 
The ſurplus products exported, according to an 

average of the years 1726—7—8 — L. 7.951, 72. 
De, according to an average of the years 1736--7--8 9,993, 232. 
The public revenue enjoyed equal proſperity. The taxes which 
formed the ſtanding revenue of the laſt reign, produced during 
the preſent abundantly. At Midſummer 1727, the intereſt of the 
public debts was reduced from 5 per cent: to 4; whereby there 


were added £.800,000 a year to the finking fund, which, having 


originally amounted. to. . 400, ooo, was now increated to about 
L. 1,200,000, It was remarked as a very unaccountable fact , 
«« that, upon this ſecond reduction of the intereſt of the national 
debts, their market - price advanced very conſiderably. The go- 


vernment borrowed money for the current ſervice, at an intereſt of 


4 per cent. and the Commons hoped, ** that the public occaſions, 
might be ſupplied for the future at 3 per cent. or leſs.” 


1 * as a . 2 aa. 1 < CSE II ” AE * 
* * ®. * & 9 „ IT 9 * 


* Anderſon's Com. vol, ii. p. 316. 625" oy 


| The 4 tönhage % Satin neee to an Hy Nb | 
average of the years 1726—7—8, 1 to 8 whe tons? | 


— 228,616 men. 


5 N were probably navigated by 


The e navy, carried, in 1727 - —— 170, 82 tons. 1 
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25 in 1740 5 229,215. 


My: comparing the ur, years, We - ſhall Bare wo i a he 
NI 


our commerce and navigation 5 the war of {1238 Sk 
eee Ships cleared qutwards. Value of targoes, 
Yehrs; | Tons Fan. De Foreign. Total. . 


"of 1 . Le FEE 
283 | T0203 7 5 7 
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1744 — 373,817 — 72, 840 — 446, 666 — 9,186,521 


"A 
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1747 — 394.571 > 191,671, 496,242 — 9,775,340 
1748 — Haze — 2 ei eee 

Thus the yeat 1744 cid the Wttibiats: point of commercial 
depreſſion, if we judge from the tonnage ; and 1740, if we draw 


our inference from the value of e * 770 whether we * 
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7 An Lamimley lil, in 5 ROI gives us .the + following cetail of. "the 


King s ſhips in ſea-pay, on the'1gth July jy 8. 
ene in the Plantations, ips, carrying 53045 men. 
in the Mediterranean, 17. — — — 3,0 ññ᷑ 
at t N 3 — — . e ee 
© Ordered home, ——4.!̃ä:fß.ßαRͥðik 70 _ 
- On the Iriſh, coafl, — — 6 — CER; 8 o : 5 
' JC 95 — — 23,418 mariners. | 
By stiege N a l war, the foregoing liſt had been ſwelled, before 
arch 1739, to 14% ſhips, carrying 38,849 men. But their numbers were defective, 
in 4,758 borne, and in 8,618 muſtered. — From the ſame hs we dae the 
W abtract of the royal navy, in June Hat: FFC a 
5 . 89- ſhips of the line. .. ; FVV 


0 „ 
— <2 N 41 ie 


25 
23 


. — „ eee 60,654. 


By comparing the the lift of 1 38 with that of 1748, it ives an idea Eb pre- 


 £iſe-of the magnitude of W f 2 8 during the war of 17 39» 
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— 8845 — | 87,260. mr 471-451. . Yate 8,869,498 | 
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a much larger ſum than t 
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from the one, or the other, we muſt conclude that the intereſt of 
merchants was not much affected 3 the war of 1739. Accurate 


facts offer a continual contradiction to political ſpeculation. 
Who could have ſuppoſed that the 1 enterprizes of the 

laſt year of ſo lengthened a courſe of hoſtilities, would have gained 

a ſuperiority in their general amount over the conſiderable traffic of 


the preceding period of peace, though a naval war was chiefly di- 
reed againſt the adventures of the traders ? That long tract of 
warfare is alſo remarkable for the conſiderable balances of trade, 
which appear to have been paid annually to England ; which, on 
a feven-year's average of the exceſs of exports, including the bul- 
lion ſent out, amounted to . 4,719,175 a year. 
An examination, indeed, of the tonnage, yields a leſs advan- 
tageous deduction, which is therefore nearer the truth. The fol- 
lowing detail of our ſhipping, gives us probably the true balance 

4346, 666 tans cleared outwards. 

304, 861 tons entered inwards. 


14,805; which carried aut a cargo of about £. 2, Oo, o. 


In this moſt favourable traffic we ſee the cauſe of that extraor- 


- dinary difference of export between the three years of tranquillity 


preceding the war of 1739, and the three years of peace immedi- 
ately ſubſequent to the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. 5 
„„ N N Contraſt 
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It js curious to remark, that the balance of L. 710,175, which is mentioned 
in the text as the annual payment made to England on N. general commerce, is 
thi whole gold and ſilver that was yearly imported from 
America to Spain during the ſame period. We may learn from The Inquiry into the 
Cauſe of the Wealth of Nations, [vol. i. p. 261.] that, according to an average of 
eleven years, there were imported annually into Spain C. 3,828,000 only; and into it 


and Portugal no more than C. 5,746,878. 4. fterling. It was the vaſt export of corn 


during the war of 1739, which has been valued at a million and a half, that ſwelled 


ſo greatly the apparent balance of favoyrable payments. [See the Annual Regiſter | 


for 1772, p. 197-] It was in the ſame manner the prohibition of the export of 
corn, with the bounty given to imports, more than any real decline in our manu- 
factures and traffic,” which occaſioned the defalcation in the export of our products, 
and confequently in the balance of trade, which may be ſeen in the Chronological _ 
Table of Commerce hereinafter inſerted, during the period from 1764 to 1771. Theſe 

obſervations were made for the ſake of thoſe who delight in accurate reſeatch, and 
in logical deductions from juſt premiſes, I rt 
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| Contraſt the following years: 196g l a0 ggg, 


„ _ Ships cleared outwards, © eee, 
1 : Tons Englifh, | Do foreiga. 5 Total, | 


1 — abu — 46% — 3 3 . 99930232: 
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war of 1755 when the encroachments of France on the e 


territory of. England offered a freſh inſult to her ſovereignty. 


The vational ſtrength at that epoch may be thus computed: Me. 


The whole tonnage of Engliſh ſhips, that formed the nurſery. 


99 eee 609,798 us; 3; 
which muſt have been navigated, if we allow twelve men to 


whence the royal navy was chiefly manned: — 


every 200 tons burden, by r ny 6 men... 


— 2 4 £208 | 


We may determine with regard to the 2 and magnitu " 


of the N navy from the following ſtatement: Nos 


| Tonnage, Sailors voted. by Parliament's, 89 Their » wages, . 

In 1749 — 228,215 — 17,000 — (L. 839,800 

175, — 226,245 — 10,000. —— 4594,00 
1700. — 300,410, — 70,000, — 43,458,000) 


»The n of the navy and half. pay in. in 1749, by py na W, VOY 
- Ordnance for ſea-ſervice,, —- „ N 5 


+ The 8 of the navy and hay” yay: in 175 _ — 5 278,748 
Building and repairs, — 5 o, 
Ordnance. for ſea - ſervice, _ | 
2 pes | 3 4. 500 

The ordina of # the navy and h half Fey: unte, — — 232,629 
Building and repairs, _ 


| „„ CN do © 4 Os — 200,000- 
Ordnance for ſex-ſervices )* 
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IN the 9 1 we \ behold the odd field FAVE 
King George II. drew his reſources of men and of money for the 
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of the ſtanding revenue from the following detail : 

The nett income paid into the Exchequer from every „ ITLA0 

branch of permanent taxes, during the five years „ 

_ from 1749 to 1753 incluſive, amounted to | — . 22,039,734 14 K 
which, according to an average of the ſame five years, —L.ñ„%„„⸗0 V; 

 _ yielded an annual revenue of — — FL. 4,407,057 : | 

But, the nation owed a debt, on thetrtrth = 

of January 1753, of C. 15, e . 

91 


77 ̃ . ͤ TEINS 
„ — 451,254, — 73,456 — 324,711 
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We may diſcover with ſufficient certainty the probable amount 


-whereon was paid an yearly inter 


2 
I no — — 


that muſt be deducted ( 2,677,327» mh 


Clear revenue L. 1,930,630 :? 


: Out of which were to be defrayed the civil lift expences, 


as well as the various charges of the peace eſtabliſh-. 
ment of the army and navy. There exiſted, however, 
immenſe wealth in the nation. And the annual ſupplies 
that were granted by Parliament in the courſe of hoſti- 
lities amounted, according to an average of the years 


1755—6—7—8—9 to — . C. 10,863,863. 


Such was the ſtrength of that monarch at the commencement 


of the war of 1755: let us enquire into the loſſes or gains that 
JJ commerce. ITT Oo ORR. 


Compare the following years. i 
2 . 13 Ships cleared outwards. | Value of cargoes. 
Years, _ Tons Engliſh, Do foreign, Total. e 


29903 5 x . . 
8 — 609,798 — 51,385 — 661,184 12,599,112 


| 1 


11,708,515 


14,693,270 
14,873,194 
13,545, 7 1 


471,241 — 112,737 — 5 
508,220 — 117,835 — 6 
480,444 — 120,126 — 6 


73-978 
00,570 
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Thus, the year 1756 marked the loweſt point of the depreſſion 
of commerce; whence it gradually roſe, till, in the ſixth year of 
the war, it had gained a ſuperiority over that of the tranquil years 
1749-50-51, if we judge according to the value of exports; and 


almoſt to an equality, if we draw our inferences from the tonnage. 


The Spaniſh war of 1762 impoſed an additional weight, and we 
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W HEN by the treaty of Paris entire freedom was again reſtored 

, to commerce, the traders once more exerted their energy, by 

ſending out adventures of an unexampled amount to every quarter 

of the globe, though the nation was ſuppoſed to be trained by 

| * too great an exertion of its powers: and all. the ſalutary effects of 

an augmented manufacture and an extended traffic were inſtantly. 

ſeen in the commercial. ſuperiority of the three years following 
the paeification of 1763, over thoſe enſuing the peace of 1746, 


though. theſe have been celebrated juſtly as times of uncommon: 


_ proſperity” - 


2 


Examine the following proofs: . 
5 + Shigg elexredoutwards,, Vulue of eargoss. 
ven. Tons Engliſh, Do foreign. - Totals | ry 
3% — 609, 98 — 31,386 — 661,184. — 12,599,112: 
1758 5 — 389,842 — 116,002 — $05,844 — 12,618,338 
1759 — 406,335 — 121,016 — 527,331 — 13,9% %% 
656 — 639872 — 63,36 = 708,008: ¼— | 14,925,950 
_ 45 end 55 3 
736 _ 756,187 — 65,630 — $21,817: PO. 15,613,003: 


r 8 4 
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0 . , . 4 by 2 5 
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The groſs income of the Poſt-office, foreign and domeſtic, 


which can alone demonſtrate, ſays the Editor of the Annual* Re- 
giſter, the extent of our correſpondence, amounted. 


in 1744, to „„ 40. 


in 1764, to, — — 432,048 
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There wers exported, as part of the cargoes-of 1758, pfiae-goods of the value 
of C. 901, 2033 and as part of thoſe of 1750, the value of dan. in de 
amount of the cargoes exported in the year. 1766, and alſo in AY ſeries of 
3 rt the value of corn was not included, ſince it was hot expotted.; which 
| makes a conſiderable difference, as hath been already obſerved. _ 3 
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8 then is the pleaſiut view, „ Which : a com lee or the years 
——6, with 177 2==3—4, diſp lays, of the flouriſhing ſtate 
K during the peacefu For Wawel the conclu fon of 

990 1 war and the beginning of the preſent. When, owing to 
the native Habits and acquired confidence of the colonies—to the 
ancient neglects and continued indulgence of Britain the nation 


found herſelf at length obliged to enter into a ſerious conteſt with 


Her tranſatlantic probinces, in 1775, ſhe happily enjoyed all the 
advantages of a buſy manufacture, of a vigorous commerce, and. 
of a productive revenue: and we may thence infer, that the ftate 


—_— in the arduous: diſpute with augmented reſources, linee- 
the efficient funds had been greatly enlarged. 


Let us examine the. _ of . at the epoch of. the 


American War. 


For reaſons that ſhall be afterwards given, the 


b aghting men of England and Wales, excluſive 
of Scotland, are calculated at 27 


2, 009, 9,000. | 


. The annual tonnage of Engliſh ſhipping, Which 


formed the chief nurſery for the royal navy, 1 

had now ſwelled to — 2 157 tons; 
which muſt have been navigated, if we allow. —— 

twelve men to every two hundred tons, by py VE *. ſailors 


The following detail contains a i ccd urve of the ton- 


nage of the royal navy at em periods: 


In 1688 — 101,032 tons. 
oo — 112,400 = 45,000 men. | 


1715, — 167,56 N 
1927 — 170,862. —— 20,000 —— voted * Parliament. 
1749. — 228,215 — 17,000 — ditto 

1 220,246 —— 10, 0 — ditto 

1760 — 300, 416. — 49,000 —— ditto 

1774 — 12 e 1 2 — ditto 2 | 


The ſubjoined N will give the ber ideas ſuffeiently preciſe of the 


: peace eſtabliſhment of the royal navy during the preſent reign, according to an 


average 
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The public revenue amounted yearly to rather more; than 
L. 10,000,000; though indeed its energy was embarraſſed by 12 
conſiderable burdens, and its operations were obſtructed, Both 
in peace and in war, by great deductions; yet the productive 
powers of the ſinking fund, or rather, the ſuperabundance of 


„ 


N 
«et gt tt m ͤ 4, aps 
g : 2 3 22 IR 8 + 2 = py * 
. a 5 ans 
Ber me + 
e 


e 


1 
2 3 N. 


5 5 * — e a.” SNS 2 ö = 5s % - 
3 2 > 2 Abt \ Go Se _ . + 1 „ LE ITY 
- 1 FTP 5 P n 8 Ne n SU 4 I 
ee Re RS Jö;— d oe Bs FT - e 4 1 Rx 
— KIB 7 7 8 "_= 3 r 2 R N bas, e ** 8 A $i” * * N * 
. „ . A 8 e „ 5 „ oo - 4 
34 PP. = R MEETS, EE PE PS cr r e * 


=> 
_ _— - Sfp =a6* 26.4 — 5 BW.) o 
1 — — 1 * 9 1 8 ** * 2 ai ew < <2 * . r 7 7 
e EN e 8 2 e e 7 Set Ms” pr 2 
e LY e * le Rx. 8 * 3 = : 
9393 + RL 
e BE, We 
8 1 * + 
= 3 * "og 
> +I 3 3 


* : 5 x = : & * * 1 % 
** 2 i 5 n 1 . » 0 Wes * 2 5 . þ 5, wy %* = 128 
- a : F = £ d. 5 N Ss 4 & x \ v * 5 4 8 * 2 : ; * 2 . i & O : 
. K ; 1 7 - © . * mw „ : 4 263. 


, 3 
2 - 


average of the firſt ſeyen years, and of the four laſt years, contraſted, from the par- 

liamentary grants; and alſo during the reign of George II. according to an ave- 

rage of the five peaceful years ſubſequent to the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, as 

LEG well as the five tranquil years preceding the war of 1739, compared with thoſe of 
. the foregoing reign, and with thoſe of the following one. 1 ; 
| Vers. Scamen voted, Wages, &. Ordinary of the navy,” ' | Repairs, &. 

to © — 16,000 — 832,000 — 408,786  —— 264,3 
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It is a memorable circumſtance, that the peace eſtabliſhment of ſailors during 
uy the preſent reign, conſiſted of a greater number than were found in all England 
7% e by the enumeration of 1581 or even of 1701. Of the royal navy, which has been 
=_— ſtated in the text to have carried, in 1774, 276,046. tons, ſeveral ſhips were 
bl | found, it ſhould ſeem, unfit for actüal ſervice on the day of trial. Of a ftill greater 
| number we have been deprived, either by the misfortunes incident to navigation, 
or by the good«ortune of our enemies. Vet, by an effort, which Britain alone 
could have made, while her navigation and traffic proſpered in unexampled great- 

| . neſs, there have been added to the fleet, of efficient ſhips, during a period of fix 
* Paoears of war, from 1775 to 1781: 3 
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alt other funds mol than their engagements, ſince it is compoſed 
of ſarpluſſes from all, brought the national income conſiderable 
aid, by ſtrengthening credit, and by facilitating loans as well as 
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By Notwithſtanding 


44 of the line, including fifties, armed with. — 3, ooa carrying — 56, 144 
110 from 20 to 44 guns, — armed with — 3, 331 carrying — 53,350 
160 ſloops, —T — armed with — 2,555 carrying — 37,160 


. — — — —— 


314 veſſels .. = 8,888 —— — 46,654 
By a ſimilar effort during the war of the Revolution, England, we | 
| have ſeen, could only add to her naval force, in fix years, — — 11,368 


' Here then is a greater fleet fitted out during the embarraſſments of war, than 
King William or eee Anne, or perhaps King George I. ever poſſeſſed. It 
may gratify a reaſonable curigſity, to ſee a preciſe ſtatement of the navy, which 
was in commiſſion the beginning of the year 1782, excluſive of the ſhips lying in 
ordinary, and in preparation for the next campaign, after all our loſſes, either by 
means of the ſtorms of the deep, the waſte of time, or the vigour. of the enemy. 


Here is the detail. 
Dum. | Rates, Number of each. 
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American war, 


Spaniſh war, 


ing the laſt — over the former. If we * 9 the ſtate 
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income paid into the Exchequer, 


— produce of the ine fund was as follows : 4 
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Jet us now inquire into the loſſes of trade, from {hs pr Vom 
5 Plienses War in which Britain was ever engage. 


Conſider the ee proofs :, 'F 


Ships cleared outwards Vioualue of cargoes. 


Years. Tons Engliſh, 'D® foreign. N | Toral, | 


(2749) [Of 
5oÞ - TE | 609,798 _ 8150 — 661,184 WOU 12,599,122 


of 


74 : 


Peaceful | 756 — 755,1 — see — 21,817 = — enges 


4 255 760,7 — 132% — 837632 — - 1861,812 


1779 — 590,911 — 139,124 — 739,035 '—— 12,093,430 
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French war, EY — 657,298 —; 98,113 — 755,351 — 11,551, 70 


Dutch war, 
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Let us now ſum up the n A ices of the three 
tranq uil 1 years immediately ſucceeding the treaty of Aix-la-Cha- 


pelle. WR with the three peaceful years preceding. the preſent war, 
marks the ſuperior extent of our manufactures and navigation dur- 
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navigation was greater during the American war, than it had been 
during the previous years. of peace: but, if we draw our inference 
7 fromthe diminiſhed value of cargoes exported, we ſeem to have loſt 
C., 781,19 a hear, which formed probably the real amount of the 
| _ uſual export to the revolted provinces. It was the alarm occaſioned 
— by the interference of France that firſt interrupted univerſal traffic: 
= - and the year-1778, which was, however, ſtill ſuperior in its export 


a 


mercial depreſſion during the preſent war, if we determine from tlie 


value of cargoes; whence, trade immediately roſe, as it had done dur- 
ing every former conteſt. The traders having carefully felt their 
ground, and inſpected the markets, ſent out, in 1779, a greater quan- 
tity of merchandize than that of the preceding year, by 4.1,142,360, 
though the inconſiderable fall in the amount of the tonnage 
would lead us to infer that the value of exportations had alſo fallen. 
The great proſperity of our foreign trade during the laſt war, at 
leaſt from 1758, is a fact in our annals, which has excited the 
wonder of the world. Vet, let us fairly contraſt our foreign com- 
merce during the following years, great as it was aſſuredly dur- 
ing the firſt period, and little as it has been ſuppoſed to be during 
a8 laſt: a ee CEL TT 
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1778 — 657,238 — 98,113 — 755351 —— 11,551,070 ² 
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1760'n147 15241, 192.737 — 573.978 — 14,694. 97 
1780 — 639,462 — 134,515 — ee , 1,022,333 
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Here then is a demonſtration of the ſuperior navigation of Eng- 
land during the picfent War, over that of the former, though he 
apparent Value of ug manufactures, ſent, to foreign countries, 
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of the obſervation is ſelf- 


evident, the tonnage ought to be conſidered as the moſt cer- 
tain meaſure with regard | to the extent of both. And the 


ſing ular riſe in 


with the fall 15 the value of manufactures that appea 


the numbers of dur [ſhip ping leasen outwards, 


r to Bare 


formed theit cargoes, Juſtify, becauſe * they ſhew an unſuit- 
ableneſs which .cannat otherwiſe be accounted for,“ a very ſhrewd. 
remark of Mr. Eden's, That in the latter period it may be 
doubted, whether the dexterity. of -exporters, which in times of 


regular 1 occafions oſtentatious 


and exaggerated entries, may 


not in many inſtances habe i to undervaluations wth con- 


cealments.“ 
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we determine from the number of ſhips cleared outwards, qur fo- 
reign trade in 1789 mounted-oyer that of 17 e 
from leſs certain premiſes, the apparent values of their cargoes, it was 
compreſſed below the ſtandard of 1779, though not to an equality 
with the depreſſion of 1778. Notwithſtanding thofe various ob- 
ſtructions, the trade of Scotland gradually aſcended from its loweſt 
point of debaſement in 1778, till, in 1780, it had gained a ſupe- 
riority oyer that of 1762, and nearly an equality with that of 
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He who has entered into the ſpirit of this intereſting compariſon 
may aſk, What then is the amount of our commercial loſſes during 
the preſent war? Admitting that our foreign commerce during our 


exiſting hoſtilities, and during the war of 1755, were preciſely of 


the ſame extent, (though the ſuperiority of our navigation amid our 
preſent conteſts forbids ſuch a fuppoſition) the anſwer is, We have 
only loſt by the war the amount of the annual gains of an increaſing 
induſtry and trafhe from 1963 to 1775, ſince we nearly enjoy no 
what we enjoyed at any time previous to the peace of Paris. Were 
we to figure the trade of Britain, foreign and domeſtic, as an 
Atlas, ſuſtaining her affairs mercantile 5 political, we might find 
an argument and an illuſtration from the progreflive ſtages of the 
growth of man. We have ſeen, that during the laſt war he 
exerted all the activity and the vigour of youth; that during the 
Preſent he exerciſed all the energy and the force of manhodd : 
when the embarraſſments of the Ber period preſſed him with 
additional incumbrances, he ſhrunk from his load with the ſup- 
ga of his age, but recovered his poſition with his natural agi- 
uity : When the complicated difficulties of the preſent wars heaped 
upon him additional weight, he bent reluctantly under his bur: 
den; but, having eafily Collected his powers, he ſtood firm in his 
might, under all Bis preflyres, becauſe his figews had been ſtrung, 
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Ne: we a» Henn a kalten " whe Krb of Eng gland in tis 
year 1774, by comparing its exports with thoſe of 1688, we 
ought to determine that the national power Was in the firſt period 
3 1 51 laſt, as fifteen are to four: were we to judge from a com- | 
1 1 of the amount of the cuſtoms, our ſtren: gth at preſent — 
TR © HOY five times as much a it was then: but 1 we deeice by a = 
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computation of the ſucceſlive tonnage, the naval reſources of the 


ſtate during the current reign are wh 
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; If + we take the average of the tonnage cleared 


outwards, in 1764; and 1774, it will give us R855 8029S 

for the average tonnage of the preſent reign, 6560 30 tons. 
In order to find the real tonnage, add one- Wn 

third to the regiſtered tonnage which is en- 

tered at the Cuftom-houle, — — 239677 
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Scotland — — J 623047 
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Britiſh" tonnage during the reign of. George II. 720, 389. 
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If we take, however, the average of the years 
1688, 1697, and 1701, we ſhall diſcover the — 
tonnage of The reign of William, — 172,831 tons. Lo 
Add one-third for the real tonnage, — ' 57,610 5 = 
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ke enumeration * in 1581, of the ſhipping of 
England, demonſtrates that the tonnage of 


' the reign of Elizabeth was only W”” 246 wg, 7 


ie mariners of all kinds. F 
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_ Such then is the eſtimate, which has been thus briefly ſubmitted 
to the public, of the comparative ſtrength of England during dif- 
ferent periods of her conteſts, and of the loſſes of her trade from 
every war fince the Revolution ; and the notices of the foregoing 
details are ſo authentic, and their inferences are ſo deciſive, that 
every attentive reader has a right to demand a further 


he firſt, and an additional explanation of the laſt. 
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NM are now too peel to admit df confident 
aſſertion in the place of ſatisfactory proof, or plauſible no- 
- velty for concluſive evidence. Little was therefore aſſerted in the | _ 
foregoin 2 ſheets, without the citation of ſufficient authorities, or the 8 
mention of authentic documents, which have already been produced, 7 
and ought now to be explained: He who propoſes: nem modes o ß 
argument, mi {t;expect- contradition”; and he wha, , draws noyel 9 2 1 
concluſions from uncommon premiſes, ou 
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ht to. enable 1 reader t. to 
examine his reaſonings, becauſe it is juſt inquiry which can alone 
eſtahliſh the certainty, of, truth on the, degradation of e error. 
Prompted as much by curioſity as by avarice, even during "the 
infancy of our traffic, men entered into the molt minute in, TN 
with regard to the amount of what we ſent out, as well as of what 
we brought in, with the prudent defign of learning whether we 
gained or loſt by our commerce. If we paſs over the uncertain times 
of our Edwards ard Henrys, and alſo © Elizabeth, we ſhall find, in 
5 1622, a furious conteſt between Miſſelden and Malynes, two eminent 
| „ merchantg, with regard to the balance of trade; which had already 
=: engaged the hopes and fears of the nation, ſince the precious metals 1 
| 15 were ſuppoſed then, as they are conſidered too often now, alone to 1 
5 conſtitute wealth: and the ſcarcity of money was complained. of i 
q not only by traders, whoſe credit and capitals were yet inconfiders 1 
= able, but by country gentlemen who abounded in genuine opulence. 
_ The one claſs, in their avidity for gain, had overtraded themſelves ; 
die other had learned habits of complaining, during thoſe 120 of 
E _ _,  diffatigfaction., 
= Wich a ſpirit eh evinces how little the nature of commerce 
=. was at that time underſtood, Malynes infiſted, char exchange ought — 
Tn 0 be 1 gh by public authority, becauſe commudities and coins re E 
governed by if. Directed by clearer views of his ſubject, Miſſel- 1 
den, contended with equal zeal, that it was the real amount of the : 
exports and imports, which not only influenced exCHange, but every thing Th 
ez and that a 5 trade made trade 7 %% While we amule _ 
_ ourſelves. 
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gee an account of that curious controverſy. i in And, Comm. ſub an. 1622. But 
Sir Robert Cotton, and other ſtateſmen of that day, clearly comprehended the na- 
ture of coins as well as of commerce. [See Cotton's Poſthuma.) 
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-ourſelves with tetbürking the. pertinacious acrimony of the dif 
putants, we may now decide from our preſent e which 
8 them was right. 

As the reaſonableneſs of Miſlelden triumphed ere long o over the 
abſurdity of Malynes, . ingenuity exerted its powers to diſcover, 
through the thick cloud which. then enveloped an intereſting 
ſubject, the value of our exports and our imports ; ; and thence, by 
an eaſy deduction, to find whether we were gainers or loſers by our 
traffic. Diligent inquirers looked into the entries at the Cuſtom- 
© houſe, becauſe they knew that a duty of five in the hundred being 
collected on the value of commodities, it would require no difficult 
calculation to aſcertain nearly the amount of both. And, during 
the reign of James I. it was eſtabliſhed as a rule, not only among 
merchants, but ſtateſmen, to multiply the general value of the 
cuſtoms, inwards and outwards, by twenty, in *order to find the real 
value of the various articles TRE formed the aggregate of our 
foreign trade. Exceptionable as it was, this mode furniſhed, du- 
ring many years of darkneſs, the only light that our anceſtors had 
to direct their unexperienced ſteps, notwithſtanding the impatience 
of politicians, and the efforts of miniſters. Improvement 1s too 
often miſtaken for innovation. When the Lords of the Committee 
of Trade urged the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, during the lat- 
ter part of the reign of Charles II. © to enter the ſeveral commo- 
dities which formed the exports and imports, to affix to each its 
price, and to form a general total, by calculating the value of 
the whole,” the Cuſtom-houſe officers ſtoutly inſiſted, becauſe 
they dreaded change, that to comply with ſuch directions 
would require the one half of the clerks of London:“ ſo difficult is 
it to induce the old to alter the methods of their youth. And the 
theoriſts of thoſe times continued to ſatisfy their curioſity, and 
to alarm the nation on the ſide of her commercial jeaouſy, ſince 
there exiſted no written evidence by which their ſtatements could 
be proved, or their declamations 000 

It was to the liberality of ſentiment, no leſs than to the perſever- 
ance of reſolution of the Houſe of Peers, that the public were at 
laſt indebted for the eſtabliſhment of the office of Inſpector Ge- 
+neral, in 169 5-6, and for his Ledger, the moſt curious and 
important record which any country poſſeſſes. Nor were the forms 


of this uſeful department eſtabliſhed without conſideration. Hav- 
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ing reviewed a variety of ſpecimens, a Committee of Lords deter- 
mined in favour of thofe which are now in uſe; the whole,” 
ſays Davenant, being put into a very good method by the ſkill- 
RE ful hands of Mr: Culliford,” the firſt Faſpedor General: and 
. thus was laid, continued that intelligent writer“, © a moſt excel- 
5 lent foundation for finding out that balance of trade which has 
J d / a ED 2g 
1 From this authentic regiſter of our traffic, the parliament were 
| yearly ſupplied with details, either for argument or deliberation ; 
and ſpeculatiſts were furniſhed with extracts for the exerciſe of 
their ingenuity or the formation of their projects. But, as actual 
1 enjoyment ſeldom enſures continued ſatisfaction, what had been 
E _ demanded for half a century, when it was regarded as unattainable, 
xXx | was ere long derided as defective, when it was poſſeſſed ; and they 
f who pointed out the defects of an eftabliſhment that could not be 
made perfect, found believers now, becauſe man delights in uncer- 
tainty, and his pride is gratified, by ſeeing imperfection in all things. 
Againſt objectors who thus eaſily found abettors, it was juſtly re- 
marked, That it was hoped originally, that a record containing each 
"ſpecific article of our exports and imports, with the mercantile 
— * value affixed to each, would, by a calculation tedious, yet certain, 
a2ive us nearly the true value of both, at leaſt as much exactneſs as 
= nua voaſt detail admits, or public utility demands :—that it was not 
ä 8 probably perceived how impoſſible it is to ſet bounds to human 
ö yoanity, caprice, and deceit; and how eafily apparent impoſſibility = 
. rkllepels reaſonable trial: but, that as man, when engaged in ſimilar” 1 
= purſuits, acts nearly a ſimilar part, it was juſt to infer, that the ſame | 
_— vanity, caprice, or deceit, which in one age incited the trader to make. 
exaggerated entries at the Cuſtom-houſe, urged him, during every 
; period, to gratify his ruling paſſion by a repetition of the ſame - 
Þ arts, ſince he was not carried from his bias by the dread either of a 
* tax or a forfeiture :—and that, as common error eonſtitutes com- 
mon law, it might be fafely concluded, that the average of error 1 
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_ The Compiler of theſe ſheets had che curioſity to ſearch the Parliament - fes for 

1 tte documents mentioned in the text: and he. foon found cauſe to admire the pa- 

1 40 __ tient'diligence of the Peers, in conſidering, day after day, ſo. many papers, dry in. 
| their natore, however uſeful in their enz. 
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duriag ane ſeaſan would: be nearly equal to the average of error at 
any given epoch. , Though to theſe:reaſonings it was not eaſy to 
find ſuitable anſwers, few changed their opinions, becauſe mankind 
do not willingly part from their prejudices, - F 


3 7 


When the Committee of Peers, aided by the ſkillful Culliford, 


affixed, in 1696, the price by which each article of export or of 
import ſhould in future be rated, they probably knew, that the 


ſucceſſive fluctuation of demand, ariſing from the change in the 


taſte and the faſhions of the world, would neceſſarily raiſe the value 
of ſome commodities, and fink the price of others; yet they af. 
ſuredly foreſaw, that the ſame, fluctuation which in one age _oc- 
caſioned an apparent error, would in the next re-eſtabliſh the rule; 

as the riſe in the price of ſome articles would at all times be 
nearly equal to the fall in the value of an equal number, which, 

by forming a general average of a thouſand different ſpecies of 
merchandize, would give in the reſult, if not the truth, at leaſt ſo 


great a ſimilitude as to anſwer all the uſual purpoſes of life. Nor 


did they, perhaps, expect to aſcertain the real value of the exports 


_ to eſtabliſh, 


- compariſon and of contraſt *, 


or imports of the current year, as the prodigious extent of the 


calculation did not, they had ſeen, admit of a ſpeedy deduction ; 


but, with a Rg that merits the higheſt praiſe, they chiefly aimed 
or the public, a ſtandard by which a juſt compariſon 
might be made between any two given pericds of the paſt; and 


thereby to infer whether our foreign commerce proſpered or de- 


clined during the preſent moment: and this moſt important in- 
formation the Ledger of the Inſpector General does certainly convey 
with ſufficient certainty for the uſes of practice, or the ſpecula- 


tions of theory. Let us not pretend to more wiſdom in this re- 


ſpect than our fathers exerted for our emolument ; nor expect 
perfection where perfection cannot exiſt, Let us therefore reſtrain 
the inconſiderate hand of the innovator, who, in attempting to 
alter the rate of annexed prices, would no longer leave us the 


ſtandard which they bequeathed to their poſterity, whereby we 


enjoy what our children could not poſſeſs, all the advantages of 
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Oft the ſeveral works which the public owe to the attentive diligence of the late 
Sir Charles Whitworth, none can be of more importance to the. Peer or the Com- 
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2 is a bound maxim in this law of Eagland, which the phileſo“ 
Per of England ought to adopt in their reſearches, that 7he 25 | 


evidence that the nature of every caſe will admit, ought always to b 


aſked and given. Animated by this ſentiment, rather than 48 | 
23 with any doubtfulneſs of the ſufficiency of the Inſpector's 


Ledger to prove all which it was intended to eſtabliſh, the com- 
piler of theſe ſheets Iooked for ſupplemental proofs. He found in the 


tonnage of our ſhipping, all the certainty that the other has been 


ſuppoſed to want. The ſame reaſons Which had induced the traders 
bo enter at the Cuſtom-houſe, in reſpect to their merchandizes, too 
much, incited them, with regard to their veſſels, to regiſter too lit- 


tle: in the firſt operation, they were governed by their vanity; in 
the ſecond, by their intereſt: and if the one furniſhes an evidence too 


flattering, the other gives a teſtimony as much under the truth, as 


the other has been ſaid to be beyond it. As King William's reign may 
claim the honour of- having appointed the uſeful inſpector of our 
exports and imports, Queen Anne's adminiſtration enjoys the me- 


rit of having eſtabliſhed the regiſter of ſhipping, which is ſtill 
more ſatisfactory in its notices, becauſe it is ſtil more pre- 


eiſe in its entries. The beſt intelligence, indeed, on the ſubject 


of our navigation, during the intereſting period from the Re- 
ſtoration to the Revolution, muſt be collected from detached 
details, lying obſcure, and almoſt forgotten, among the memorials. 


of ſtate : but, from the year 1709, the liſts of ſhipping have been 


regularly taken, though, previous to the year 1747, they have not 
been always carefully e From this date, that moſt important 
regiſter has been ſtudiouſly kept; and it offers to the public ſuch 


a body of evidence, with regard to a ſubject the moſt intereſting to 


a naval nation, as to admit of little controverſy, ſince it is the beſt 
that 25 nature Y the . aumitv. He Wow: aſks for ee ought 


moner, to the merehant or mechanic, than The State of 1437 Trade 1 of England, aner ie 
9 a tranſcript of wbe Ledger of the Inſpector General, with regard. to the exports and 
im ports to and from every different country, from 1696 to 1774, excluſive, It was 

of the greateſt uſe to the compiler of theſe ſheets ; and he never looks into it, but he 
feels what he owes to the mepory of a perſon who employed his leiſure in colleQing 
details, which contain more real information than hundred volumes of decla- 
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Epochs. 


The Revolution, 
Peace of Ryſwick, 


| Laſt years of Wil- 
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1 
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Wars a os. 


F rſt of Gorge 15 


Firſt of George! II. 


Peaceful years, 


War Of = 
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| h coined. 


By Charles II. 
By James II. 
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By William I. _ - £ 10,511,963 


By Anne,. 


By George I. 


 ByGeorgelI. 46 


By George III. 
before the gift: 
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to de cats as aperſon who takes delight! in Welli through 


the mazes of uncertainty, while he andulges a ſceptical mind in 


the hereſies of error. 
Such then is the nature and: the, authenticity of the proofs, 


which, excluſive of references and details, have been chiefly. uſed 


in forming the foregoing eſtimate; and they appeared ſo. ſatis- 


factory to the compiler of theſe ſheets, as to induce him to offer to 
an enlightened public, a chronological account of commerce in this 
and, from the Reſtoration to the year 1780 incluſive, with deſign 
to exhibit a clearer view of the weakneſs of its commencement, 


the ſtruggles of its progreſs, and the ; greatneſs of its. (OFRCIEY > 
than has yet been done. 
Of the annexed: table, the eye ipflantly : perceives, the diſp 0- 


 fition of 'the parts and the arrangement of the whole. In the firſt 


column may be ſeen the various epochs, beginning with the Re- 
ſtoration, whence certainty may be ſaid to commence, and ending 
with the year 1780, becauſe here our documents fail, as the pub- 
lic accounts are yet brought no lower down. The ſecond column 
gives the tonnage of the ſhipping that ſucceſſively ſailed from 
England, diſtinguiſhing the Engliſh from the foreign, in order to 


find, in the amount of each, the ſalutary effects of the act of navi- 


gation. The third column contains the value of the merchandize 


ent out, that the extent of the cargoes may be compared with 
the quantity of tonnage which carried them: and, though the 


Scotch tonnage could not be adjoined, the value of the e i ex- 
ports is added, becauſe every one finds a gratification i in extending 


his views. The fourth eolumn exhibits tae reſult of our exports 


and imports compared, which. forms what has been denominated 


the balance of trade.. The fifth. column ſtates the: nett cuſtoms, as 


far as they could be aſcertained, which our foreign commerce has 


yielded at different periods, becauſe, while the detail gratifies cu- 


rioft'y, it furniſhes no. deſpicable proof of the. proſperity. or decline 
of our traffic. And the laſt column contains, what may be re- 
garded as the reſult -of the whole, the ſums which have been. 


ccincd in England during every reign ; fince the mint, as Sir Ro- 


bert Cotton expreſſes it, ig the pulſe of the commonwealth. 
It is always pleaſing to trace a progreſs, becauſe the mind is at 
the ſame time amuſed and filled. Having already inſpected the. 
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ſeen” the amduant, in the-ermmeration of 166 , ta haue been only 
ſeventy-two thouſand and fifty tons; which were navigated by 


fourteen thouſand two hundred and ninety- five mariners of every 


kind. But, were we te rely on the remonſtrante of the: corpora- 


tion of the Trinityshouſe to the Lord High Admiral Nottingham, 


in 1602, * the ſhipping and ſeamen had decayed in the mean 
time one-third part.” Anderſon having ſtated this deglamation, 


ſo natural to every age, as an indubitable truth, endeavours to ac- 


count “ for this declenſion of our maritime power, by means of 


the Queen's wars with Spain, and the many private adventures to 
the American coaſts . The pufillanimous diſpoſition, however, 
of James I. continues this laborious author, gave a breathing- time 
to our mercantile and colonizing enterprizes; and the royal nav 


too was increaſed in his reign to almoſt double of Queen Elizabeth's 


own ſhips, which had been thirteen; and were now twenty-four. A 


philoſophical hiſtorian had probably ſtated, in leſs prejudiced lan- 


guage, that the ſpirit of that illuſtrious Princeſs having incited the 


ardour of the Engliſh nation, the peacefulneſs of her ſucceſſor 
converted the buccaneers of the preceding reign into traders, who 
derived that gain from diligence, which the pirates had ſought 


in rapine: and the ſpeculative wiſdom of a prince, remarkable for 
affecting the arts of peace more than the adventures of war, in- 
duced him to regard the augmentation of his on navy, and not 


the deſtruction of the fleet of other monarchs, as the circumſtance 
from which the nation muſt ultimately expect actual protection. 


The encouragement which James I. gave to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, induced them, ſays Anderſon, “ to build, in 1618, the 
largeſt Engliſh ſhip that England ever had, being of eleven hun- 


dred tons burden; with Which, and three others, they made their 


ſixth voyage: and that monarch, at the Tame time, built the fineſt 


ſhip of war that England ever had, being fourteen hundred tons, 
and carrying fixty-four cannons.” Charles I. copied, in this re- 


ſpect, 


* * 


>. x; 


Commerce, vol. i. 433: 5 


© * In 1602, Elizabeth iflued a proclamation, .“ prohlbiting her ſubjects from pi- 


 Tating on the ſhips and merchandize of nations in alliance with her, under pretence 
Pf their belonging to Spain and Portugal.“ [ Rym. Fad. vol, xvi. p. 436. 


g 


t 1 


ſpect, the eder of his father; ; in which we ſee nothing er 
ridiculous or unwiſe. That youthful prince, whilſt he was poor, 
incited the traders to follow the ſteps of the Eaſt India Company, 
by offering a bounty of five millings a ton for every ſhip that 
mould be built of vid burden of two hundred tons and upwards: 
and with a ſimilar ſpirit he at the ſame time raiſed the pay of the 
failors on board the royal fleet“. While we thus do juſtice to 
James the Firſt, as well as to his ſucceffor, Jet us not Fang; what 
is due to the celebrated Elizabeth. It was ſhe who had offered 
a leſſon to Charles I. by givipg a ſimilar bounty te the builders 
of ſhips of one hundred tons and upwards. Theſe notices enable 
us to trace the progreſs in the magnitude of our ſhipping, during 
no long period of years: the miniſters of Elizabeth had conſidered 
a veſſe] of one hundred tons as of a burden equal to the extent of 
our commerce: the adviſers of Charles I. were not ſatisfied with 
ſhips of ſo ſmall a ſize. It was to this wiſe policy that the trad- 
ing veſſels of England ere long extended her renown, and even 
protected her rights: the Engliſh navigators repelled the attacks 
of the Mediterranean rovers with characteriſtic bravery : when 
civil diſcord was at length inflamed into civil war, Charles the 
Firſt, and the Commons, each adopted the prior practice of 
Elizabeth, in arming for war the roomy ſhips of the merchants”. 
We can only reliſh as we ought our preſent enjoyments, by 
thus comparing their pleaſures or importance with the felicities 
or advantages of the poſſeſſions of our fathers. 
That the progreſs of our traffic and navigation, from the com- 
mencement of the ſeventeenth century to the #ra of the Revolu- 
1 tion, had been remarkably rapid, all mercantile writers ſeem to 
1 admit. Sir William Petty ſtated, in 1670, «that the ſhipping 
= of England had trebled in forty years.” Doctor Davenant after- 
3 wards aſſerted, that experienced merchants did 1 that 
= We had, in 1688, near ae the PIPES of gn hi PE. to 
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What we had in 1666.“ dan Anderſon * inferred; from POR 


_ currin teſtimony of authors on this intereſting ND « that; the 


Engliſh nation was in the zenith of commercial proſperity at the 


Revolution.“ We have already examined how muc the com- 


mercial gain of our traders was taken away by the war waich im- 


1 mediately followed that moſt important event in our annals. But 


the eye muſt be again thrown over the chronological table, if the 
reader wiſhes for a more comprehenſive view of the continual pro- 
greſſion of trade from the ſtation of eminence to which Anderſon 


| Had traced it; its temporary interruptions and its final exaltation, | 


during the preſent reign, over every preceding period. If we 


compare the greatneſs of 1688, with the amount of 1774, we ſhall 


diſcover that the navigation of the latter epoch had reached a 


point of the mercantile heavens ſo much more exalted than the 
former, as to reverſe its poſition ; as to CONers "Sage: was once 
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The cuſtoms ', in 1612—13, amounted, 


by contraſting the year 1613 with 1663 : 


. * 1 


during every age, we look into the the column of cargaes in the 
chronological table, we ſhall find an excellent auxiliary in the 
Ledger of the Inſpector- general, in conducting our inquiries, and 

in fixing our judgments. LE REY l i 


I 0 inveſtigate the value of our exports and our imports during 


the diſturbed times of our Edwards, our Henrys, and Elizabeth, 
would be a refearch of curioſity rather than of uſe, ſince it might 


neither mo our antiquaries, nor enlighten our ſtateſmen. We 
behold the 
James I. And, by a mode of calculation that has been already ex- 


firſt dawn of commercial certainty during the reign of 


plained, our foreign trade was ſtated " to amount, from Chriſtmas 
1612 to Chriſtmas 1613. g 5 ft 
7 a inn / 7m: Le 
The value of imports, to — — — 1,794,708 


Favourable balance, T. 295,873 


— — : 
# 4 þ ” "8 20 # 9 


In London, to i 
In the outports, to — : 18-09 


. | Total, . 1 148,0: 


And from this accurate detail we may determine with regard to the 
general extent of our traffic and to the minute diſtribution of its parts. 
Our commerce appears to have been conſiderably extended during 
the following part of the preſent reign, and the undiſturbed por- 
tion of the next, though the exact amount cannot be eaſily K e 
tained, The twenty years of ſubſequent diſtraction interrupted 
our domeſtic induſtry, and introduced diſorder into our foreign 
adventures, This lamentable truth will appear ſufficiently clear, 
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11 oophits to be remarked, tset nag requires its that there 
has been ſome contrariety in opinion, whether the detail of our 


traffic in 1663, contained the general amount of the trade of the 


kingdom, or of the capital only. Dr. Davenant aſſured the Com- 


miſſioners of Accounts, in 1711, that the. manaſcript- in the 


Cuſtom-houſe ſhewed that it aſcertained merely the commerce of 


London: A manuſcript in the Plantation- office, which gives the 
fame reſult, lates the contents of it, as containing the foreign trade 
of England: And the moſt reſpectable writers have given the 


Profembec to the latter, and have therefore adopted its notices. 


It was a reſpect for the opinion of both parties, which induced 
the Editor of theſe ſheets to throw the value of exports in 


1663 and in 1669, into an average, with deſign to aſcertain, if 
poſſible, the real amount of our foreign traffic at the Reſtoration. 
Admitting that there was ſo unfavourable a current of commerce 
ſetting from every country againſt this iſland, it muſt be allowed, 


that there was ſound ſenſe in the addreſs of the two Houſes of Par- 
liament to Charles II. in 1673, for the encouragement of the 


wearing of Enghſh mani factures. Though that monarch re- 


ers graciouſly their addreſs,” and by proclamation prohibited 


% the importation of foreign wrought goods,” the Parliament three 
years thereafter “ exploned the trade © with France as a nuiſance,” 
becauſe they were carried away by prejudices; that have exiſted 
to N en a W ; Nr 1 e ceo often Juſt regulation, 
SID 19407161. 160008 ib 10101 nigetnnimnal urs — 1 
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3 fan, Wen mind was as narrow as his induftry was great, ares; in his 
A ppendix to the Chronology of Commerce f 1763), ©* that the balance between Eng- 


| 7 and Frane is very conſiderably to our diſadvantage.” Sir Charles Whitworth's 
Stats of Trade, from the Cuſtom houfe books, proves that the truth was directly 


the reverſe of Andexſon's aſſertion. It is impoſſible to eſtabliſh the balance of 


ſmuggling. between. the rival nations by any ſatisfactory calculations, ſince it is 


not eaſy to difcover either the value of the brandies 96 þ ſilks which we receive 
from France, or the amount of the wool, and perhaps ſilks, which we ſend. to. 
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and * both countries. Vet, Sir William Patt Sir | Joſiah 

Child, Dr. Davenant, and Mr. Locke, all agreed, that our com- 
merce had flouriſhed luxurian ly from 1666 to 1688, when, it had 
increaſed. to a maturity. beyon that of all former ſeaſons ; when 
its general growth, in the opinion of the moſt experienced mer- 
chants, appeared to be double in its magnitude at the Revolution 


NN 


to its uſual ſize at the Reſtoration. And in the foregoing table, 


the value of the commodities exported was adjuſted for the epoch 


of the Revolution, by a ſtandard, which ſeemed thus to have ; 
been admitted as equal by the wiſeſt men in England. 


But, on a ſubject of ſuch difficult diſcuſſion, becauſe no ſuffi- 


cient data had yet been eſtabliſhed, the moſt judicious calculators 
could only ſpeak in terms indefinite, and therefore unſatisfac- 
tory. During that day of commercial darkneſs, the experienced 


Sir Philip Meadows, whoſe preſence for ſo many years did honour 


to the Board of Trade, fat down to form ** @ general eſtimate of the 


trade of England,” from the amount of the duties paid at the 
Cuſtom-houſe on our importations and our exports. Directed 
by his native ſagacity, he produced a ſtatement of our commerce 


on an average of the diſturbed years 1694 — 5—6; which a 
pears now, from a compariſon with the entries in the Ledger of the 
Inſpector- general, to have been wonderfully exact. 


ISR Value of exports *, according to Sir Philip's 8 W 
FA ö lation, 7 (2655 3 ol F112 44909 

W aſt Dy, according to the 1 from 6 
Miehaelmas 196 to D. 1697, — 3, 52 52997 


"WIL: EAN value of i pb. ee to him, . 3:950,000 
D], according to the Ledger, — 3.4 2, 58 7 
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„ But Sir p. e . Pt his ae © ang the enki of butter, cheeſe, 


B candles, beef, pork, and other pr roviſions exported to the Plantations, and the value 


of their, products imported into England, which were afterwards conſumed ; being 


in the nature of our coaſt-trade among our own people.“ Had he included! theſe,: 


his ſtatement had been fill nearer in its 5 and amount to "uy r of tes 
Inf) pector-general, 1 


+ 44 1 


| 16k e ls iche ate Wenne 
fon nearly the truth, we behold the inconſiderable amount of 
the national commerce at the peace of Ryſwick. V ſaid that 


able ſtateſman, the preſent fate of England be not fatisfafiory' to 


the public, thy the general account of it here mentioned, various 


ways may be followed to improve it: And his ſuggeſtions hav- 


ing been gradually adopted in after times, produced at length 


1 pleaſing alteration, and the wiſfied- for effects of an active in- 
duſtry at home, and a proſperous navigation abroad. From that 


certainty, with regard to the annual amount of our rts and our 
imports, which the nature of ſuch complicated tranſactions eaſily 
admit,. But, ſhould the nation wiſh for more ſatisfactory evidence, 
on a ſubject ſo intereſting, becauſe it involves in it the welfare 
and ſafety of the ſtate, the ſame motion which was made in the 


Houſe of Commons by Mr. Lownds , during the reign of Queen 


Anne, to oblige the traders to make true entries of their car- 
goes, may be again propoſed ; and, if it can be freed from objec- 
tion, carried into offet by parliamentary regulations. 


Mean time, the tonnage of ſhipping, which tranſported the ſu- 


perfluous products of England, has been adjoined in the — 
table to the value of cargoes, in order to ſupply any deficiency o 
z to corroborate the certainty of each by fair compariſon. 


our commercial affairs, he gave it as his opinion, that the ad- 
vantage of trade cannot be computed by any general meaſure 


— 5 than by that of the navigation. It requires not, indeed, the 


fp of Sir Philip's mind to perceive, that the tonnage is natu- 


2 the evidence the moſt to be relied on, where there is any 
doubt: in this mode of proof there is no fiction: the entries are 


made at the Cuſtom- houſe, according to the regiſter of the veſſel, 


— peat to W its true — dee an oath has been re- 
duired 


* OE ys” * a a 
* 


In order to prevent this miſckief;. [of W entries] ties Davenant; 
A | daſs was offered, and very much inſiſted on by Mr. Lownds, but wege. 


by the merchants, for ends not very juſtifiable, Oy clauſe was not received. 
* vol. 1 . Whitworth's edit. g. 443+ © 


epoch, we have in the books of the urs vent all the 


When Sir: Philip Meadows conſidered, with ſo much attention, 
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nired to eſtabliſh the truth; which is yet ſuppoſed to contain 
Wout one-third leſs than the real tonnage: but, the general 
average being once known and admitted, we may argue from the 
apparent amount, with no more dread of deception, than we 
ould expect from the notices of the moſt authentic record. In 
| comparing the value of the cargoes with the extent of the ton- 
= nage, as both are ſtated in the foregoing table, we ought to infer 
-= that the firſt muſt always be ſuperior in its riſings and depreſſions 
— to the laſt. It was with a view to this compariſon and corre- 
ſpondence, that the bullion, whoſe annual exportation for ſo many 
years frightened the graveſt politicians, was deducted from the 
value of the tranſported merchandize; ſince it occupied little room 
in the tonnage, yet ſwelled conſiderably the calculation of the 
general cargo: But, the exported bullion was retained in forming 
the balances of trade, becauſe, though it cannot properly be con- 
ſidered as a manufacture, it ought nevertheleſs to be deemed a 
very valuable part of our actual wealth, which we ſend abroad in 
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the hope of a profftable return. 


Thus, we ſee in the foregoing documents the beſt evidence, with. 

regard to our navigation and our trade, that the nature of the enquiry 

. admits. He who wiſhes to fatisfy his cufiofity, or to gain in- 

—_— formation, by throwing his eye over the ſtate of our exports. 

== from 1696 to 1774, as it has been publiſhed by Sir Charles 

= Whitworth ; or the value of cargoes which have been exported: - * © 

. during the preſent reign, as they have been arranged in the fore- 

. going table; muſt perceive, that when one year furniſhes a great 

Þ exportation, the next ſupplies the foreign markets with leſs ;. the 

third uſually ſends a cargo ſuperior to the firſt ; and the fourth: 
gives often a ſmaller quantity than the laſt, whoſe amount how-. 
ever is ſeldom below the level of the firſt. This commercial ap- 
pearance, at once ſtriking and flattering, ariſes nit at the 
irregularities of univerſal demand, ſince foreign fairs are ſometimes 
empty and ſometimes full; and partly from the ſpeculations, per- 
haps the caprice, of traders. And it has been ſhewn from the: 
moſt ſatisfactory evidence, that the year of profound peace, which: 
immediately ſucceeds the concluſion. of a lengthened war, always 
furniſhes a great exportation, becauſe every merchant makes haſte - 

to be rich : Thus, 1698, 1714, 1749, 1704, form epochs of great. 

relative traffic, Nut it is from the averages of given years, 
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at given po ochs, that we can only form a decided opinion with 


trade of England had. doubled in its amount : from' the peace of 


Ryſwick to the demiſe of King William, it had nearly riſen in 

the ſame proportion. During the firſt thirty years of the current 

centur 72 it had again W. ag and from the year 1750 to 1774. 
t 


notwithſtanding the interruptions of an eight-years intervenient 


war, it appears to have gained more than one fourth, whether we 
determine from the table of tonnage , or the value of exports. 
If we extend our enquiries to Scotland, we ſhall enjoy a higher 
gratification, becauſe we ſhall obſerve a ſtill greater proſperity. 


The value of the Scotch exports from, 1755 has been contraſted 


with the amount. of the Engliſh in the Chronological Table, in 


order to ſhew. the relative importance of each. It was impoſſible 
to trace back the commerce of Scotland to the æra of the Union, 


ſince the office of Inſpector of Imports and Exports Was only 


eſtabliſhed in 1755; and no diligence could procure authentic 
details from any other ſource of genuine intelligence. The blank 
which appears in the preceding period ſufficiently demonſtrates, 


that imperfect evidence, with regard to an important ſubject, is pre- 


ferable to none, as the glimmerings of the fainteſt dawn is more 


invigorating than the gloom of total opacity. During the effluxion 
of twenty years, from 1755 to 1775, the foreign commerce of Scot- 
land increaſed with unexampled rapidity. Its general amount in 
.1771 was exactly one-third more than it had been in 1765: 
notwithſtanding ſucceſſive interruptions, it had gained fully one 
Half between the commencement of the preſent reign and the 
- year 1774, when a ſtill greater obſtruction in ſome meaſure pre- 
vented its further progreſs. Of the traffic of Scotland, it . ought 
however to be remarked, that it is more eaſily affected and driven 
from its courſe than the Engliſh, either by native conteſts, or by 
2 foreign warfare, becauſe it occupies a narrower field, and derives 
its energy from ſources, fewer in number and leſs vigorous in 
kind. Thus every! ſtream of our commerce e flowed rapid and full, 
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e real proſperity or decay of commerce, or of naviga- 
bios : Thus, from the Reſtoration to the Revolution, the foreign 
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The Wbieived extract from the regiſter of hipping, which diſplays t the tonnage of | 
will not only demonſtrate the great progreſs of our navigation in twenty years, though a! 
done. London has always been the firſt i in commercial greatneſs ; Briſtol, which is © 
unaſcertained, now claims an equality with London, in re pect to the numbers of nati 
the comparative period, the latter part of the twenty years had ſhewn a much greater ſ 
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foreign, cleared outwards from our foe principal ports, as repreſentatives of the whole, 
1, but will arrange the relative importance of each, which had not yet been diſtinctly 
been hitherto deemed the ſecond; and Whitehaven, whoſe rank has been altogether 


icluding: the years 177 3 and 1774, which were times of ſtill greater traffic, as part of 


ndour requires that extremes ſhould be. avoided. 
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till, having gained additional augmentations from a thouſand 
ſprings, its mighty current ran into the ocean, giving in its courſe 
Faitfalneſs to our fields and health to our cities. K 
Mere we to aſk a ſtranger to point out, from the column of ton- 
nage in the foregoing table, the years of the enactment and repeal 
of the Stamp- act, he would probably aflign 1766 as the epoch of 


the firſt, and 1767 as the æra of the ſecond: were he at the ſame 
time to take into his conſideration the value of cargoes exported, 


he might perhaps incline to fix on 1764 as the date of the paſſing 


of the act, and 1765 as the year of its repeal. He would, perhaps, 


be ſtill more perplexed and miſtaken, were he aſked to aflign the 


preciſe periods of the ſubſequent aſſociations of our colonial 


cuſtomers *, or the ſucceſſive innovations of our European neigh-. 
bours. Thus, the traffic of Britain, domeſtic and foreign, may 


be likened to the ſturdy oak, the monarch of our woods; which 


has rooted deeply in our ſoil, and in the luxuriance of its growth 
has extended its branches to every quarter of the globe; which is 
not to be deſpoiled of its foliage by every peſtiferous blaſt, nor 
torn from its ground by every tremor of the neighbouring lands. 
— 43 | | | | ; Though 
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elt may gratify a juſt deſire of information, to ſee an accurate account from the 
Cuſtom-houſe of our exportations to the continental colonies, notwithſtanding af- 
ſociated proſcriptions, which were once dreaded as portentous of ruin, which ſeven 


years experience have now ſhewn, however, to have been unfounded in their policy, 


and unconſequential in their execution. The events of the preſent war ought 
alone to.convince the world how difficult it is to dam up the flow of commerce, 
ſubtile as its ſpirit is when urged by avarice and intercſt ; and how little it avails to 


levy inveterate war againſt the induſtrious clafles; againſt the mechanic, the mer- 


chant, and mariner, who. happily. cannot be undone, except by their own inat- 


_ Examine the following detail: 


. 


The value of the cargoes exported 


to the continental colonies du= Engliſſi. N Total: 
ting the year 1774 — F2£.43,081,380 — /. 260, 33 —— . 3, 341,413 
. * er 953,014 — 41,037, — 995,251 
— ä 1,063,201 — 71,559 — 1,334, C0 
. — 1,947,123} — 256,69 — 2,103,292 
. 78.—— 1,2186 — 120,542 — 1,247,728 
iel cn 41 „ vid — 320,631 — 236,876 — 1,556,507 
— ,,.--..254, —_ 1,960,057 
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Though the war of the preſent day ſeems to have been levelled 
rather againſt the induſtty of the manufacturer and the projets 
of the merchant, than againſt the force of our flests or the power 
of our armies; though repeated blows of unuſual ſeverity have been 
given to our navigation and our trade; yet, domeſtic diligence 
purſues with unconcern its occupations, and mercantile enterprize, 
waile protected by convoys and aſſured by the diviſion of riſques 
among many men, ſends abroad augmented adventures, and brings 
back in return the wealth of the world. Let theſe conſiderations 
comfort every lover of his country, ſince it is as difficult to animate 
the deſpondent, as it is to convince the incredulous. 
: If from theſe exhilarating topics, we turn to the column in the 
Chronological Table, which is occupied” by the balance of trade, 
8 we ſhall find rather a mor e melancholy ſubject. ; No difquiſition, 
fince the conteſts of Miſſelden and Malynes, has engaged the pens 
of a more numerous claſs of writers than that fruitful ſubject; 
who all complained of the difficulty of their labours, as they were 
ceeach directed by feeble lights; and who warned their readers 
a therefore of the uncertainty of their concluſions, becauſe their cal- 
culations had been formed on diſputable data. f 
In reviewing their performances, how amuſing is it to obſerve, 
that though the ſagacious Petty, and the experienced Child, the 
profound Temple, and the intelligent Davenant, had all taken it for 
granted, as a poſtulate which could not be diſputed, that à balance 
of trade, either favourable or diſadvantageous, enriched or impoveriſhed 
every commercial country—a writer, as able as the ableſt of them, 
ſhould have at length appeared, who denied the truth of its exiſt- 
ence, at leaſt of its efficacy! The late Mr. Hume ſeems to have 
written his fine E/ay on the Balance of Trade, partly with deſign to 
-  +throwadiſcredit on the declamations of Mr. Gee, which had ftruck 
the nation with an univerſal panic,” perhaps more with the laud- 
able purpoſe of convincing the public of the impoſſibility of 
our lofing our money by a wrong balance, as long as we preſerve our 
| People and our induſtry.” The political eſſays of that profound phi- 
loſopher have been read and admired all over Europe: and it is 
therefore univerſally known, that, having compared money to wa- 
ter, which, while it can find a communication, muſt for ever form 
for itſelf a level, he thence inferred how-impoſſible it is to heap 
up the precious metals, in any diſtrict, beyond the ſtandard of the 
A Te. ſurrounding 
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' ſurrounding nations, c or to loſe WORE ER the ſpecie, which will 
never fink below it, becauſe the-plenty of money regulates the 
price of labour, . by governing the value of all things, Yet he 
admitted, what indeed could not be denied, that there is nothing 
more common than for one mercantile community to ſend to 
its diſtant cuſtomers a quantity of merchandize, for which no 
exchange of commodities can be found; and that where barter 
ends, the ſurplus muſt conſequently be paid for in bullion. He, 
| however, denied the general inference, becauſe it did not reſult 
from his principles, that the deficient nation muſt neceſſarily 
grow poorer, by loſing its coins for a ſeaſon. And there are 
facts in the annals of our commerce, which juſtify his reaſonings, 
however paradoxical they may ſeem to thoſe who have not yet de- 
termined, hat there are problems in e æconomy, of as dl * 
JEET as any in the ferences. 


"Examine the following detail: 


ui a 3 value of the whole ehports, e the cuſtoms 


and the merchants profits, was — — „. 2.220 4 7 
Ditto of the whole imports, including the cuſtoms and | 9 " 
the merchants profits, was, — . 


Unfayourable balance *, — 4+ 298,878 q 


In 166 3—The v Fae of the whole exports, excluſive of the eu- Way | 
toms and merchants profits, was, — | L. 2,022,812 
es of the imports, — — ih 4,016,020 


OT 


Unfavourable balance „ — „. 1,003,206 
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In 1669—The value of the whole export of . — — L. 2, 06g, 27 5 
Ditto of the i imports, — — u — 5 790 4 


Unfavourable balance, — 2 2,1 32,865 ; 
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1 1674—The commodities imported from Fr rance amounted to' 
the value of — 1 . 60 


Balance paid to France * 5 = 1s £.965,128 


In 1686—The n imported from Fra rance amounted to . , 
the value ß — — — L. 1, 284,419 
Ditto e biber — — 515,229 
Balance paid to France , Ws 769, 190- 
| Nevertheleſs, political writers have concurred i in aſſerting, that our commerce had- 
Pouriſhed ſo F. eatly in the mean time, as to raiſe the value of the lands, and to ſwell. 
the ſtock of England prodigiouſſy. And in the nen manner. 1 ammoak cal- 
culated the progreſſive value of . 
In 1600, before we became conſiderable in trade, 
the rental of England, for land, houſes, 5 
mines, &c. was yearly — — - £, 6,006,000; 
. at Loco mo” A amounted. 


In 1 688; ad we bad extended. our trade; the 
rental was computed at. . 14,000,000 z * 
which, valued ' 47 eighteen» years purchaſe, e is ae e ee 5 


amounted to- e For — * 252,000,000 | 


n 
. 
1 
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15 Wel- he Rock of Englond: was e 1 "av 
7 1n.1630—the ſtock was, now..computed at. — 23, O00, o 


73% 


In 1660—the ſtock was then computed at 56;000,000 - 
In * ſtock had e ſwelled to. 88, ooo, ooo 
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* Brit. Merch. vol. i. 7 14292. 1 . Ibid. See. his details in vol iii. 
edit: 1698. 


„Mr. Arthur Young,' whoſe political, calculptions are juſt as much to be depended : : 
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| WE which he valued at 33; years purc * and conſequently the 
bo principal amount at — — — L. 670 oo⁰ oo 
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ne calculates ThE annual profit of lands at 4 63,000,000 40 
r Do of manufactures ak 20, O, oo. 
9 De of commerce, &c. 17,000,000 


I ONS» L. 100,000,000., 
By the ſame enquiries, he ſays, it appeared that the total 


- 


I" | A 8 
* | of 0 % c 
: 


FVV See Young's Political Arithmetie.] 


— EI” „ 


y - * — — _ mn 
N — 8 — —— . 


— — 's = — + — — act + ra, 
— —— — —— — — 25 1 — "2s e — 
ws s 2 FIPS _ Q — 8 3 8 53 is hep 1 
8 G * —— — - 
4 2 2 — — - _ — 
hoc. * 2 gn 


I. 


—— — — 
2 0 


— 4 
26 2 * 
MATa > - D 
— Soar: g 


Ditto exported chitber — K+ f — 175022 


— | | PF: £ + 7.2,000,000” 


Le 17,000,000 - T 


on as Dr. Davenant' os ſtated | in 1772, the rental of England at . 20, 0, 00 


capital ! in hufbandry alone amounts to- — 8 122, 125,970. a 
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From this ſtatement, the exactneſs of which, ſay the writers of 
the Britiſh Merchant [1714], we have never heard queſtioned, the 
inference is inevitable, that by our induſtry at home, and our traffic 
abroad, our real opulence had increaſed in eighty- eight years, not- 
withſtanding a twenty- years civil war, to an immenſe bulk. 

Now let us recapitulate the before- mentioned facts. If it is ad- 
mitted, ſince it has been proved, that we paid an unfavourable balance 
during the ſucceſſive reigns of James I. Charles I. Charles II. 
and James II.; and alſo, in the mean time, the heavy expence 
of our civil conteſts; that nevertheleſs the value of the lands and 
ſtock of England had ſo remarkably riſen; what ought we to 
conclude from ſuch contradictory premiſes ? That there is more 

ſolidity in Mr. Hume's beautiful reaſoning than we are willing to 
allow ; or, that there is probably in the political economy of na- 
tions, as there is aſſuredly in the agitations of the ocean, a counter- 
current, which runs ſtrongly to the weſtward below, while it 
carries every thing on the ſurface with irreſiſtible force to the 
ea, 11955 )))) 03551 3; Sad 

Whatever wiſe men may determine with regard to this curious, 
perhaps important ſpeculation, reaſon mean while aſſerts what ex- 
perience confirms, that there is a certain quantity of bullion ſent by. 
one nation to another, to pay for what they have not been able to com- 
penſate by the barter of commodities, or by the remittance of bills of ex- 
change; which may be therefore deemed the balance of trade.” And 
a writer on political economy, equal to Mr, Hume in reach of 
capacity, and ſuperior to him in accuracy of argument, the late 
Sir James Stewart, has examined his reaſonings, and overturned 


; | ny his ſyſtem, elegant in its ſtructure, but weak in its foundation. 
8 It behoves us, therefore, to look a little more narrowly into 


the ſtate of the traffic which Britain caries on with the world, 
in order to diſcover, if poſſible, how much bullion ſhe pays to 


1 f each of her commercial correſpondents, or how much ſhe receives 
„ Admitting that the apparent tide of payments flowed againſt 
8 this iſland anterior to the Revolution, it does not ſeem eaſy to diſ- 
= Cover the exact point of time when it began to ebb in a contrary 
direction. %jAjfd om ³⅛·¹⁴! ëũ̃ PSY) | 
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Sir Philip Meadows, we have ſeen, found a 
balance in our favour, on an average of the Fl 
| buſineſs of 1694—5—6, of — | — i 6 74,000, 
The Ledger of the Inſpector-general mewed a ? 


balance, on the traffic of 1697, of — — _ 43.341. | 


The re-eſtabliſhment of peace gave us a return, 


in 1698, 9 8 — | I, 89,744: 
But, an increaſe of 1 imports reduced the balance, 7 


in 1699, to — _— — ge, oy. 


And an augmentation of exports again raiſed the 


balance WI FDC {10s o 1 | e.. 


We now behold the dawn of e in reſpe& to this in- 
reveſting part of our economy, which has at all times been the moſt 
enveloped in' darkneſs, which ſometimes introduced all the un- 
pleaſantneſs of uncertainty, and entailed too often the gloom. of 


deſpondence. But, it ought to be remembered, that whether we 
import more than we export, is a mere queſtion of fact, which 
| depends on no one's opinion, ſince, like all other PR facts, 8 


it may be proved by evidence. 


If it could be clearly ſhewn that we ſent to every foreign i 
merchandizes which were exactly worth to Britain . 1 $5,000,000; | 
And imported from every foreign fair commo- 
dities which coſt preciſely — — 2, ooo, ooo: 


The difference would give us a demonſtration 


that we had Waves by the tranſaction 5 it _ 3900,000. 


e maß recur once more to the rate of hs Dove roam] 
5 of our foreign trade, as the beſt evidence which the nature of the 


inquiry can furniſh, or perhaps ought to be required. After admit- 
ting the force of every objection that has been made againſt the en- 


tries at the Cuſtom-houſe, we may apply to that curious record of 


our traffic, what the Lord Chief Juſtice Hale © aſſerted, with regard 


to the pariſh regiſters of births and burials, that it gives a greater 


_ demonfiration 
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demonſtration than a hundred notional arguments can either evince or 
confute.” It was from that ſource of accurate information, that 
the balances were drawn which are inſerted in the foregoing Chro- 
nological Table: and it requires only ** a ſratch of fight” to per- 


ceive al the fluctuations of our mercantile dealings with the 


inveſtigation of one of the greateſt philoſophers of the preſent 
times, on ſo fruitful a ſubject, will probably convince the 
world, that he had only ſlumbered, when he ought to have re- 
flected, and had buſied himſelf in trimming the lamp, without il- 
luminating ſcience. Sages in the heathen world, and the clergy 
of the chriſtian, have declaimed age after age againſt luxury, with- 


out agreeing among themſelves what extent of enjoyment is con- 


ſiſtent with national good and moral rectitude, or what exceſs ought 


to be proſcribed as inconſiſtent with the ſafety of the ſtate, and the 
ſoundneſs of the heart. It was pleaſantly remarked by Mr. Hume, 


that, had not the ecclefiaſtics ceaſed from preaching againſt the 
long-pointed ſhoes of our Henrys and Edwards days, the incon- 
venience of the faſhion had probably incommoded us at preſent. 


The moraliſts of Elizabeth's reign complained bitterly 4 of the 


decay of the glorious hoſpitality of their fathers.” That illuſ- 
trious Queen ĩſſued ſucceſſive proclamations, as each was diſobeyed, 
” TOO ens Ds ARSE 02. 21 againſt. 


9 


93 * ug kad, Tr" 
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dee the ſetion © Of luxury,” in the Eſſay on the Hiſtory of Civil Society, 
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ga gainſt the extravagance of dreſs; while by the exceſs of her own 
aapparel, which ſhe was careful to preſerve, ſhe counteracted the 
force of penalty by her own example. The apparent increaſe of 
-riches during the adminiſtrations of her ſucceſſors, did not leſſen 
the outcry againſt the prevailing faſhions of the times. And, at the 
peace of Ryſwick, Davenant lamented, that luxury had rooted ſo 
deeply in England as to threaten national ruin, unleſs its ſpirit 
were corrected by the moderation of the great, or its effects pre- 
vented by the reſtrictions of the legiſlature.” We here ſee in "a 
general the truth of what is thus ſo well expreſſed © by a fine 
writer: — The modes of youth are a ſubje& of cenſure to the old; 
and the modes of the laſt age, in their turn, are made matter of 
ridicule to the young: of this there is not always a better ac- 
count to be given, than that the old are diſpoſed to be ſevere, and 
the young 10.00 Meng tolls ß ⏑—̃ «Ü! 
But, declamation is oftener uſed to conceal the bewitching 
errors of ſophiſtry, than to inveſtigate the inſtructive deductions of 
truth. Conſidering the balance of trade as an intereſting ſubject 
to a commercial nation, it muſt be deemed not only of uſe, but of 
moment, to enquire minutely who of our mercantile correſpon- 
dents are our debtors, and who are our creditors; to ſtate which 
country remits us a favourable balance, and to which we are obliged 
in our turn to pay one. Nor, is it ſatis factory to contraſt 'the 
general balances of different periods, in order to form general 
concluſions, which may be either juſt or fallacious, as circum- 
ſtances are attended to or neglected. From a particular ſtatement 
it will clearly appear, that we trade with the greater number of 
the nations of Europe on an advantageous ground; with few of 
them on an unfavourable one; that ſome ſtates, as Italy, Turkey, 
and Venice, may be conſidered as of a doubtful kind, becauſe they 
are not in their balances either conſtantly favourable or unfavour- 
able. To baniſh uncertainty from diſquiſition is always of im- . 
portance. With this deſign, it is propoſed to ſtate an average of | 
the balance of apparent payments, which were made during the 
years 1771—2—3 to England by each correſponding community, 
or which ſhe made to them : and the averages of theſe years are 
taken, in order to diſcover the genuine balance of trade on the #9 
n W s i 8 whole, _ 
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whole, ſince they ſeemed to be the leaſt affected By the a approach 
ing ſtorm. Where the ſcale of remittance vibrates in ſuſpence, 
between the countries of doubtful payments, an average of fix 


years is taken, deducting the adverſe exceſſes of import and of 
export from each other. 


Let us examine the following detail of our European com- 
merce: ths # 


Countries of fa ward balances, + Countries of unfavourable balances. 


| Denmark and . L. 78,478 Eaſt country [doubtful] . 100, 230 
Flanders . 780,088 Ruſſia 2 HRaaHeR 


France — 
Germany — 
Holland — 
Italy [doubtful] 
Portug 51 — 
Madeira) — 
Spain — 
Canaries — 


Streights 


190, 605 Sweden — — 117,365 
695,484 Turkey [doubtful] —- 120,497 
13464, 149 Venice doubtful! — 11,369 
43,289 . — 
274,132 L. 1,172,068. 
9,514 Favourable balance 36636, 504 ; 
4425539 
1235347 
113,310 


Ige of Man 
Alderney — 3 9 
Guernſey bapobtfül 6,269 


tee 


Jerſey doubtful!—— 8,850 


L. 4,808, 52 „ 2558875 


Faving thus fairly ſtated the countries of Europe, from which 
ve receive yearly a balance on our trade, againſt thoſe to which 


we annually make unfavourable payments; and having found, upon 
ſtriking. the difference, that we gained, at the commencement of 


the preſent war, a nett balance of J. 3,636,504, let us now en- 


quire what we. gained or loſt by our fadtories in Africa and in Aſia. 


Africa PI 6 mW be 656 599 | Faſt- Indies — . 1 TY IL: 
Unfavourable balance | 448,012 | 0555 


ͤ— — —u— — — — 


451052511 | 5 e 


Having chus found an unfavourable balance on the traffic of our 
factories of J. 448,912, it is now time to examine. the trade of 
3 


Our 
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our. colonies,” which has too often been confdeced. as the only 
commerce worthy. of our care; as 1 we hg gained every thing, 
* loſt nothing 27 it. 


e balances. 


Newfoundland F 


Canada 

Nova Scotia — 

New England 

New York 

Penſylvania 
Virginia and 


Maryland doubtful} 


Georgia [doubtful 
Florida — 


Bermudas - 


in 


8 


L+e 29,484 


187,974 
345434 
790,244 


343,992 


521,900 
165,230 


360 


37 5966 
het 


4 2,121, 125 


22 balances. 


— * "A 
44,069 
108,050 

25501 


.  753»779 


Antig ua — 


ia — 


Carolina doubtful] 


Hudſon's wi 
amaica _ 
ontſerrat — 


Nevis 


St, Chriſtopher's 


Grenades — 
Dominica — 
St. Vincent 
Tobago — 
New Providence 
Tortola — 


5 


46,62 


47,238 
149,259 


288,962 
158,447 
104, 238 
16,064 
25094 


23032 
11,697 
57096 
357352 
18,274 
25 291 


7 85 pe St. Croix — 
St. Euſtatia | 
D aniſh Weſt Indies 
VV | zreenJand — 
Balance 


reer 


66 r 


L. 2,121, 125 
— conn F 8 | . — my” 


| Let us now recapitulate the foregoing balances : 


++ 3-636; 504. 


Gained on our European commerce — — 
_ Dec we loſs on the 9 of our e — 


—' 


L. 3,187,596 


Gained on the balance of our Sony commerce — 26 15291 


3 balance gained on the trade of England — £4 2» 448, 887 
Nett balance gained on the trade of Scotland, 
according to an average of 1771-—2—3— 13 5,957 


3 15 : — — 


Nett gain on the Britiſh commerce — —— L. 3.—4.844 


4 ” 
, 


45 2 125 125 


448,912 
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Of an extenſive building, executed bya complicated plan, in yain 
. we attempt ta form an accurate judgment, either with regard, to 
1 the proportion of the parts, or the beauty of the Whole, without 
8 | - meaſuring. the {2c of the columns, and EXAMININS the a 
ol the refult, by the ſuitableneſs of every dimenſion. Of the Britiſh 
. commerce, fo luxuriant in its ſhoots, and ſo interwoven in its 
= branches, it is equally impoſſible to diſcover the total or relative 
= products, without calculating the gain or loſs, that ultimately re- 
| lults to the nation from every market. Thus, in the foregoing 
. ſtatement we perceive, which of our European cuſtomers pay us a 


- 


8 balance, favourable and conſtant; which of them are ſometimes 
11 our debtors, and at other times our creditors; Which of them 
continually draw an unfavourable balance from us: and, by 
oppoſing the averages of the profits and loſſes of every annual ad- 
. venture to each other, we at length diſcovered from the reſult the 
1 T ; vaſt amount of Our gains. 12 The | mercantile tranſactions | at our 
factories in Africa and Alia, were ſtated againft each other, be- 
cauſe they ſeemed to be of a ſimilar nature; and we have diſcovered 
IF; in the deduction the apparent loſs. But, whether we ought to 
_ conſider the balance of V. 448,912 as abſolutely loſt, muſt depend 
on the eſſential circumſtance, whether we conſume at home the 
merchandizes of the Eaſt, or, by exporting them for the conſump- 
tion of ſtrangers, we draw back with intereſt what we had only 
advanced: ſhould the nation prefer the beautiful manufactures of the 
ladian to her own, we ought to regard her prudence as on a level with 
 - the indiſcretion of the milliner, who adorns her own perfon with the 
gaudy attire which ſhe had prepared for the ornament of the greatand . 
8 the gay. Our colonies were ſtated againſt each other, in order to thew 
=== the relative advantage of each, as well as the real importance of 
= the whole. Of the valuable products imported from them, which 
ſeem to form ſo great a balance againſt the nation, we ought to 
obſerve, that they are either gainful, or diſadvantageous, as we apply 
them: we gain by the tobacco, the ſugars, the ſpirits, the drugs, 
the dying-woods, which we n re- export to our neighbours : we 
loſe by what we unneceſſarily conſume. The moraliſt and the 
17 merchant are both ready to adviſe us, on the ſubject of our general 
— . commerce, to adopt, without reſerve, the gainful policy of the 
7 7 He 1 ” Dutch, 
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| Dutch; during the days of Sir William Tem ple, * aſſures us 

thut they furnifhed finite luxury; which-they ev n fed; — - 

trafficked in pleaſures that th 91 never taſted. 5 
| h 


7 


In laying before the public the progreſs of our exports, the 


' tonnage of the ſhipping which carried out the merchandizes were 
very properly brought to explain and confirm the value of the ex- 
1 55 cargoes. It is to be regretted, that in conſidering the 


alance of trade, we cannot gain, from the number of the veſſels 


which Brought the returns, the fame deciſive ſupport: and here is 
the reaſon :—The rau material of mamfacture, in proportion as. it is 
freed from its groſſneſs and is poliſhed to perfection, grows ſmaller 


in its bulk, and leſs in its weight: when the iron of Sweden has 
been burniſhed- by the hands of Sheffield; when the ſilks of — 4 
or of Turkey have been wrought into the ſtockings of Spitalfields, or 

into the gauzes of Paiſley ; when the cotton of the Indies has ac- 
a the faſhion of Mancheſter all require leſs room in the veſſel, 
than when they were imported in their natural ſtate. Yet; it may 
gratify a juſt curioſity, and give a new view of an engaging object, 
to fee the tonnage” of the veſſels which were entered inwards at 


different periods, compared with the ſuppoſed balance of trade. 


Let us attend to the following comparifon- of our- ſhipping. 
that were entered outwards. and inwards : 225 


It ſeems univerſally agreed among the moſt intelligent perſons, that the Dutch 


have gone, i in the preſent times, into the her extreme. - a 
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Ships cleared n — 1 70g. — Ships entered. inwards. 


"Do foreign, Total: 
243-093 __ * 455025 — 280,318 


N 


Tons Engliſh. Do foreig. "Toit, . 
89,298 — 33,901 —— — 51990 
 Favourable balance of tonnage 16 Ig 


5355 


Balance of . ſent 


l 


out, excluſive of bullion 1 K. 1 14025764. 


| Ships en outwards. 1718. = — | Ships en entered inwards. 


Tons Engliſh, Do. foreign, Total. 
427,962 * 16,809 — 444,771 
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of Sultiori — — L. e 
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n n. 
4 


Tons 1 Doo foreign, Total. 


353871 — 15,517 — 369,388 
Fe avourable balance of . 75,38 83 
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Ships cleared outwardls.—— 1737. | Ships nn inwards. 


Tons Engliſh, Do foreign. Tootsl. 
476,941 5,67 —— 503-508 
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' Tons Engliſh, Do foreign, Total, 
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Ships cleared outwards. I75I-2=J. 


al. || 
612,485 — 42,593 — 655,078. 


Tons Engliſh, Do foreign, Total. 


3745593, — 452409 —— 420,002 
F avourable balance of tonnage $3,566 


NY 30g, 365 


Balance of 3 fn 


| out, ex cuſive of bullion Le 3,008,075 


Ships entered inwards. 
Tons Engliſh, 15 foreign. rer , 
4355091 — 61,303 — 49 | 

F avourable balance of tonnes If 1 58,084 
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Ships cleared outwards, ——— 1 777 


Do foreign, Total. 
Ty N — 775 
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5 7755024 


out, excluſive of bullion £> 32976727 


REI. Spa entered inwards; 

Tons Engliſh, - Do foreign, | Total, 
608,066 — 123,870 73505 

F avourable balance of * 43,0 | 


775 024 
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out, exclufive of __ "Ln $516,858 
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Thus have we alen a new, and no unpleaſant ſurvey of our 
foreign co merce. Thus we ſee, in the reſult of thoſe accu- 


tate details, that the. balance of tonnage has at no time had any 


doſe affinity with the balance of trade. The averages of the 


years '1751—2-—3, were purpoſely contraſted with the years 
1771 23, in order to try if we could diſcover the ſame remark- 


able proſperity in the laſt, period, which has been 1 attributed 


to the firſt: during the years 1771—2—3,, we behold a greater 
number of: ſhips cleared outwards than in 14751—2=3, by 


119,946 tons; à greater number entered inwards by 234, 542 tons: 


but, we may obſerve a ſmaller balance on the cargoes exported, by 
457, 869; which is rather a greater difference of apparent loſs 
than the Scotch balances of the ſame, years happily ſupply. © 
From theſe authentic facts men will probably draw their i in- 
ferences with regard to our debility and decline, or to our health- 
fulneſs and advancement, according to their uſual modes of think- 
ing, to their accuſtomed glootnineſs-or- hilarity of mind, or to the 
_ effuſions of the company which, they commonly keep. One party, 
taking it for granted, amid their anxieties, that the national com- 
merce; domeſtic and foreign, is in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption, 
may poſfibly attribute a ſuppoſed idleneſs and inattention to the 
exczthve luxury, in kind the moſt pernicious, in extent the moſt 


extravagant, which deeply pervades every order: the other party, di- 


rected in their enquiries by an habitual chearfulneſs, may perhaps 
determine, from the buſy occupations which they ſee in the ſhop 
and the field, of an activity and attention, the natural forerunners 
of proſperity and acquiſition z while they think they perceive, in 
the heavy- loaded ſhips, as they arrive, #he raw=materials of. a ma- 
hufaQure, Extenſive and increaſing. . 

The balance of trade is the object, which, if all others, 1 
Ka engaged the hopes and fears of the nation the moſt ; becauſe 
the individ inal felt at once for himſelf and the public. A fancied 
decay of commerce has in every age furniſhed the moſt abundant 
topics for the wailings of complaint, even while juſt information 
evinced that it enjoyed the ſoundeſt health. Ho. buyer real 
knowledge had been gained on an intereſting fubject, had accurate 
facts been K Rbttitätef 


metaphyſical mode of induction from our reſearches with regard 


to- political economy, in the ſame manner as it had been driven 


aw: OS by" the ehe no leſs than by the example, of 
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the illuſtrious Bacon! We may at once practiſe what is here re- 


commended, and furniſh means for a. ſolution of the important 


jueſtion juſt mentioned Whether the appearances in our naviga- 
tion denoted a riſing or declining commerce? by ſtating an account 
of our traffic with every Bene country. And it is propoſed 
to trace the progreſs of our trade with each, from the beginning of 
the current century to the commencement of hoſtilities; to ar- 
range every nation in the order wherein they were placed in the 
account of balances, mentioning the preciſe averages of the exports 
and the imports to, and from, each correſponding country, with 
the apparent balances which aroſe from the different value at 
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s The details ſtated in the text, are formed from Mitworth's State of Trade, al- 
ready mentioned. The fractions of a pound are omitted, as unimportant in ſuch 
calculations: and zit ought to be remarked, as applicable to all thoſe ſtatements, 
that where an average could not be taken, as in the years 1720—1 2, becauſe the 
trade ' was in one year favourable, and the next unfavohrable, the value both ef 
exports and of im ports of every year is ſtated. r 
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Soch i is. the Wort FT deciſive et * our commercial i iin 


tercourſe with Denmark and Norway. How much politicians” 
have complained of the diſadvantageous nature of our trade with 
The Baltic, and what a variety of modes have been ſuggeſted to turn 
the ſcale in our favour, are ſufficiently known. We here þ 
ceive (if we may adopt their language without approving their 


ſentiments). ar” the balance of trade with Denmark and Norway 
was unfavourable at the beginning of the current century; that 
in twenty years it began to vibrate in ſuſpence, now inclining to 
the favourable, and again to the unprofitable ſide; that in twenty 
years more it ſeemed to ſettle againſt us; thou gh in the effluxion 
of ten years it began again to vibrate, till in hs preſent reign it 
finally inclined in our favour by a deciſive ſettlement. And it is 
alſo apparent, that our imports have continued nearly the fame, 


while our exports. have greatly - increaſed in their value. In a 


branch of commerce, which has hitherto been conſidered as diſad- 
vantageous, we here behold nothing ſurely unfavourable. Loet us 


| now take a view of c our commercial intercourſe with = ga3ra 


FLANDERS. 
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| The commerce 1 Flanders 10 e in every age extremly 
gainful to England. The. advantageous progreſs which the fore- 
going a ae exhibits requires no comment: 2342 it is N 
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that our imports were on the decline; wh our exports were rifing” 

* ſo much. in their amount; that in 1773 we received only the value 

13 of C. 79, 5; yet ſent to that country the vaſt value of C. 1,006,601. 

Det us now turn our attention to France, whoſe traffic, ſinoe 
— the days of Charles II. has been regarded, at leaſt by ** the great 
* yulgar and the ſmall,” as ſo diſadvantageous and deſtructive. 
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It is apparent that our commeree with France was greater at 
the commencement of the century, than it was twenty years af- 
terwards: that from the year 1720, it roſe gradually to the be- 
ginning of hoſtilities in 1755 ; but that from the peace of Paris, 
75 it has never riſen to an equality with the average of 1750—1—2, 
. and declined rather more in the value of imports than in that of 

1 the exports. From our trade with France, in which we ſee 

1 nothing ſo diſadvantageous or deſtructive, let us examine the ac- 

. counts of our mercantile tranſactions with | s 


GERMANY: 
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Thus, the value of our imports from Germany has continued 
nearly the ſame from the beginning of the century, when the 
balance of trade ſtill vibrated in ſuſpence, though the amount of 
our exports has. nearly doubled. Having here found — diſ- 
couraging, let us turn to our commercial connections with 


OLLAN D. 
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Thus, in the commerce of Holland, which has at all times paid 
us ſo advantageous a balance, we ſee little change ſince the com- 
mencement of the preſent century, becauſe each nation found 
conſiderable gains in the intercourſe. Let us now turn our atten- 
tion to a much leſs flattering traffic, which we have carried on with 


TALES. 
Years, Iraports, Exports, | Unfavourable balance. Favourable balance. | 
1900 - LATE e . 
38 8 N 
1720 1 | | | | | 15 
A: % 12397 >. 95353... Pe” 
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1700 506,101 . 210,007 — 206,004 — — —— 
1770 . 5 we 4 ot REED 
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Thus the importance of the Italian commerce has been riſing 
from the commencement of the current century, however diſad- 
vantageous in its payments, till the beginning of the preſent reign. 
The balance of trade began then to vibrate in ſuſpence, and the 
value of imports has riſen; yet the amount of our exports has 
ſo greatly increaſed, that in 1773 they roſe ſuperior to the 
_ imports by 4. 368,380. We muſt turn from this flattering ap- 

pearance to a leſs pleaſant ſcene, to our declining commeree with 


1 


K PORTUGAL: 
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PORTUGAL. 


; Years, | Imports Exports, * Unfavourable balance, Favourable balance» 
0 . 226,693 — L. 357,77 F . 131,284 \ 
1740 abt | . . . 
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Such i 1s the riſe, the progreſs, and the decline of our trade with 


Portugal. The value of our imports has not ſo much increaſed 
over what it had been in former times, as the amount of our ex- 


ports has decreaſed. Nor, ſhall we derive much conſolation from 
examining our commerce with 


MADEIRA. 
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This ſtatement ſeems to evince, that the tax on Madeira wine 
has either operated in ſome meaſure as a prohibition, or that a 
vitiated taſte, or a greater frugality, has preferred the humbler 
Port to it. It may be remarked in general, with regard to our 
Portugueſe connections, that the unequal treaty of 1703, which 
has been ſo praiſed by writers who had never read it, began, 

during the preſent reign, to produce its natural effects: the Portu- 


gueſe conſented to receive the woollen goods of England, on the 


ſame footing as the woollen goods of other countries: the Eng- 


liſh agreed to admit the wines of Portugal, upon paying one-third 


leſs duty than ſhould be charged on the wines of France. And, 
when other nations entered into competition with Britain in the 
markets of Portugal, the exports thither neceſſarily declined, 
while the importation of wines and fruit ſeemed rather to in- 
creaſe, becauſe the Engliſh had conſented to a monopoly againſt 
themſelves. Having here looked in vain for any great increaſe 
of luxury, we may now, without any dread-of our not being able 


to procure as much gold as we want from other ſources, examine 


our commercial intercourſe with 
S P A I N. 
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. an intercourſe eh has been ſo often interrupted by 
war, let us turn to the kindred commerce with 


THE CANARIES. 


{Year Importe, Exports, Unfavourable balance, Favourable balance, | 


— £99814 — £35419 — £64395 — —— 
— 40,517 2 20, 894 Fe ; 19,023 | _ 5 Nr 
— 2,566 — | — — 2,566 — 4215 


Nie >, aatldrarmrnatoat 6 


- $8,859; / =. = Ine 
A 
„ 


1770 5 = ourmnnr lah OE Ogilttos ona t, 
fp 15 "a was. of | ab dd eat Tt...» 


N e a — 0 
j 
; i 
1 * : b 7 . 


— 
I 
K 
— 

++] 
2 
— 

1 

— 

2 

uu 

+ 

| | 

| 


such were the beginning, the progreſs, the interruptions, and 
tk ultimate reſult of our Spaniſh commerce. It is apparent, as 
to our trade with Spain, that the amount of imports now is nearly 
equal to the extent of thoſe at the commencement of this century, 
at the ſame time that the value of our exports thither is at leaſt 
one-third more now than it was then, though the favourable 
balance is aſſuredly one half leſs at preſent than it was twenty years 


ago. We may, however, derive ſome conſolation from contempla- 
ting the favourable alteration in our commerce with the Canaries. 


Our imports now are only one-tenth of what they were at the 


beginning of the century, while our exports thither are nearly the 


ſame. During forty years, no inconſiderable balance of trade was 


paid by us to them. The war that enſued happily turned the 
ſcales in our favour. And we now draw from them, by means of 


a very advantageous traffic, no trifling ſum, as the difference between 


our mutual exchanges, Let us now examine the progreſſive ſtats 


of our traffic with 
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THE STREIGHTS. 


Years. Imports, Exports, 


— 50,18 — 282,786 


—— — — — 


. 


— 48,20 — 432,769 
— 103,151 — 648,431 


1770 
70 — 8,199 — 147,955 


Unfavourable balance, 


— —— 


Favourable balance, 


L. 330,025 
384,649 
306666 
5457280 
223,668 


139,758 


Such was the trivial beginning, the conſiderable riſe, and the 
ultimate decline of our commerce with the Streights. Whitworth's 
State of Trade demonſtrates, that the French and Spaniſh wars, of 
1755 and 1762, brought on ſuch habits of debility, that, having 


nections with : ; 


D 


continued for ſeven years, left it in 1769 in a ſtate of convaleſcence, 
though ſtill extremely enfeebled. Let us turn to the more ex- 
hilarating view which we ſhall behold in our commercial con- 


In this detail we ſee a regular and a pleaſing progreſs ; ; and we 
perceive what excellent cuſtomers the fiſter-kingdoms are to each 
The proſperity of both ought therefore to be the care of 
each, becauſe the happineſs and intereſt of each muſt be neceſ- 
Paſſing over the Ifles of Man and 
5 Alderney, of Guernſey and Jerſey, as mercantile correſpondents 
too unimportant to merit particular diſcuſſion, we come at laſt to 

that claſs of European nations which draw unfavourable balances 
from England. Let us trace the commercial connexion, which 


has been already ſtated as of doubtful dene, with 


other. 


Imports. 


L. 233,853 
285,300 
258,121 


3235930 


673,751 
882,451 


1. 1270,74 


ſarily found in the reſult. 


1 


| Exports . 


L. 261,115 


290, 144 
215,112 


399,597 


700,885 


1,210, 564 
1,351,737 


7 ; 


Uafavourable balance. 
— — — — — 
— L. 43,8 — 


IRELAND. 


Favourable balance, 


L. 27262 


— — 
— — — 


75.667 
ir 
596,813 
469,786 


745-210 


THE 
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THE EAST-COUNTRY. 


Fear. © Imports. | Exports. Unfavourable balance. Favourable. balance. 


7% — L. 135,33) = . 143.443 = fo —— = L. 8, 104 
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Such was the progreſſion of our commerce with he Eaft- 
Country, or the ſhores of the Baltic. The balance of trade, we 


have ſeen, hung in doubtful vibration at the beginning; it af- 
terwards ſettled againſt us; and, at the commencement of the 


preſent reign, it for ſix years inclined to the favourable fide. But, 


our traffic thither has languiſhed ſince, becauſe our merchants 
have turned their energy into an adjacent channel; into that of 
the commerce, which 1 1s now to be examined, with 


RUSSIA. 


”_ 


— 


| es 


5 . 


RUSSIA 


1244220 — C. 16,784 — L. 41,430 — — 
146,219 — 80,713 — 65,366 — —— 
30550344 — 97,553 = 227,481 = — 


459,410 — ; 116,313 —— 343,097 poſs * 


622,320 — 4,233 — 373,27 — —— 


1770) T 5 3 2 
n — 1,110,093 — „„ —- Na =. 


Thus our commerce with Ruſſia appears to have grown up as 


ſhe extended the boundaries of her empire. We ſee, what ought. 
to teach us a leſſon of policy, that the immenſity of our imports 
neceſſarily raiſed the amount of our exports; and we ought thence 
to infer, that in proportion as we diſcourage, by our mercantile 


reſtrictions, our imports, our exports muſt neceſſarily be depreſſed, 


ſince in all traffic barter is implied. If we examine the ſeveral 


commodities which conſtitute the aggregate of the prodigious 
cargo which Ruſſia ſends to us, we ſhall happily find that 


they cannot adminiſter much to our luxuries. Sir Charles Whit- 


worth enumerates ** the articles we import from Ruſſia,” in the fol- 
lowing order: “ Iron, hemp, flax, tow, firs, hogs briſtles, lint- 


ſeed, hides, rhubarb, linen, mats, fail-cloth, tallow, deals, iſing- 


glaſs, bugles, and bees-wax.” And the greatneſs of the quanti- 
ties of ſuch ro- materials only demonſtrates the un common in- 


creaſe of our manufactures and our navigation. Let us, from a 


ſcene which is rather exhilarating, turn to a more gloomy view, be- 


cauſe in all decline there is melancholy, to our commercial tranſ- 


actions wich 


SWEDEN. 


Import. Exports, Unfavourable balance, Favourable balances | 
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| Yours. Imports, 


— 17 2,098 


| 

748 1 
| 
| 


1770} 
5 — 160, 765 


Vet, in this detail FR is nothing diſfcournging. After . pay= 
ing conſiderable balances for fifty years, our commerce ſeems to 
have ſettled at laſt nearly on the footing on which it ſtood at the 
beginning of the century. From the frozen ſhores of the Baltic, 
let us now travel to the countries which ſeem to have been de- 
ſigned by. nature for the abode of luxury: let us enquire into our 


— J. 177, 329 


— 182,410 


[ 73 1 


commercial tranſactions with 


SWEDEN. 


Exports, Unfurourable balance, 
— 60, 829 — . 116, 500 
71,972 110,438 
1705 159,199 
| 17,033 = 156,045 
18,098 203,725 
$9,152 101,613 . 


Favourable balance. 
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It is apparent, from Whitworth's Table of the Turkey Trade, 
that the debility, which is at preſent complained of, has been 
brought on by the obſtructions of our ſucceſſive wars, from the 
beginning of the current century, more than by the competition 
f rivals. When we could not regularly ſupply our Turkiſh © 
cuſtomers, they naturally applied to thoſe who could ; and what 
is once loſt is not eaſily regained, becauſe habits are not readily 
changed. Let us turn our next attention 


TURKEY. 


Cd 
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Exports. 


137,585 


261,481 


150,375 
61,708 


136, 522 


57,917 


46, 


market; to our dealings with 
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143,461 


—— — 


276,624 


45,933 
40, 8 


93˙144 
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' Unfavourable balance, Favourable balance, 


&e 114,520 
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Imports. 


L. 47,928 


56,801 


545290 


46,677 


49,786 


49,819 


41,738 
15,230 

9,910 
82,904 


VENICE. 


% 


3-8 of 


| Exports, 


— L. 31, 092 


05,402 
175445 


26,678 


97373 


45,662 


Unfavourable balance, 


L. 16,836 


— — 


36,545 


7 97999 


40,413 
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355033 
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115423 
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The ſame obſervation may be applied to our intercourſe with 
Venice, as we have made with regard to Turkey, that our ſucceſſive 
wars have thrown the greateſt obſtacles in the way of our mu- 
tual tranſactions. But, we ſeem to have recovered, in the preſent 
reign, all which had been formerly loſt; and we ſee, in the riſe 
both of our imports and our exports, a favourable change, that 
nearly compenſates the loſſes in our trade with Turkey, 


| The foregoing details, ſhort in their ſtatements, yet fatisfactory 
in their inferences, contain an account of our commerce in Eu- 


rope from the beginning of the current century to the com- 


mencement of the preſent war. And they were ſubmitted to the 
public, though in all uſeful truths there is dulneſs, in order to 
furniſh facts for the two claſſes of men, who have been ſuppoſed 
to be now divided in their opinions with regard to our commercial 
proſperity or decline, Each party may probably find arguments 
to ſtrengthen its ſyſtem, without changing its ſentiments, as the 
pride of man is hurt by admitting that he had once been miſtaken. 
Poſterity form, at laſt, a right judgment, when their more candid 
enquiries have been facilitated by the publication of documents, 
authentic in their proofs, and convincing in their circumſtances. 
An hiſtorical detail of the trade of our factories in Africa and 
Aſia, as well as of our colonies in America, was deſignedly omitted, 
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becauſe it is a fact known and acknowledged, that their traffic has 


flouriſhed prodigiouſly : our colonial commerce has proſpered, ſince 


we have foſtered it by every means which intereſted traders could 
deviſe, or the mercantile ſyſtem admitted ; we have cheriſhed it 
by bounties, by drawbacks, by the obſtructions that have been 


| thrown in the way of European rivals. If we again compare trade 


to a fluid, we may caſily perceive, that when mounds were raiſed on 
the banks, and ſhoals were formed in the channel,” it would find. 
a vent by a thouſand paſſages: it was directed in its courſe to the co- 


lonies, and it therefore no longer ran with its former foree into the 
ſeveral European ports. In every community there can only exiſt a 
certain quantity of ſtock, either for carrying on its agriculture, its 
manufactures, its commerce, or for the aggregate of its whole mer- 
cantile tranſactions. If part of the capital, which had been uſefully. 
employed in huſbandry, is withdrawn, in order to cultivate the cane 
and the coffee of the Weſt Indies, our domeſtic agriculture muſt 
neceſſarily ſuffer in the exact proportion to the ſum taken away: 
if the buſineſs of ſhip-building is no longer carried on near the 
banks of our rivers, but on thoſe of our colonies, that important. 
manufacture can be no longer conſidered. as a national one. If a 
portion of the capitals, which had been engaged in tranſacting our 
commerce with our European correſpondents, is diverted to the 
plantations, our European traffic muſt neceſſarily languiſh; it 
muſt decline in the exact proportion to the amount of the ſtock 
withdrawn. When theſe principles are applied to the foregoing 
details, we ſhall find in the compariſon the true reaſon Why ſome 
branches of trade have actually withered, why others have not 
greatly proſpered. And it has been ſnewn by the numbers of our. 
thipping cleared outwards, fince they were excluded from our co- 
lonies, that a revulſion had taken place, whereby the capital which 
had been gradually inveſted in the plantation-trade, was again 
employed in its original buſineſs. They who amidſt their delu- 


ſions preſumed, that the mechanic, the merchant, or the mariner 


could be induced to fit down inactive and idle, only evinced how. 
little they had ſtudied the ſcience of mankind, who delight in 


activity and adventures. As Spain had been formerly ruined by 


1 
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This ſubject has been amply diſcuſſed and finely illuſtrated by Dr. Adam 


Smith, who merits the praiſe of having formerly ſtrengthened our morals, and lately 


enlightened our intellects. [See the Inquiry into the Nature and Cauſes of the 
Wealth of Nations. ] | pi | 
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withdrawing her wealth from domeſtic.induſtry, and turning her” 
energy. to diſtant enterprizes, more than by the emigrations of 
her people, or the importation of the metals; ſo England ran 
ſimilar riſques in the purſuit of colonization, from ſimilar cauſes. 
producing ſimilar effects. It was the greatneſs of her capitals and 
eredit, the ſkill and the diligence of her n ge and other means 
12 that cannot be ſo eaſily deſcribed, which have prevented her co- 
Ionial policy, in reſpect to trade, from introducing greater diſorder. 
F into her European commerce, and bringing on a real decline. 
The balance of trade appeared to be a ſubject ſo intereſting, . 
as to merit ample diſcuſſion: and it has been ſhewn by a 
fair compariſon, that we gained annually on our foreign com- 
merce, when the preſent war began, no leſs than /. 3, 884, 8443 
which, had it been actually paid in bullion, had involved our 
morals, our manufactures, our navigation, and our greatneſs, in 
the ſame common ruin. But, ſo great a calamity is prevented, 
partly by the payments which we are obliged to make, excluſive 
of the unfavourable balance of trade, either for the intereſt of 
money due to foreigners, or for the expences of our travellers, or 
by the inviſible means which have been already likened to the 
counter=currents: of the ocean. In order to preſerve all the ſa- 
lutary benefits of circulation, or the ready diſtribution of ſpecie 
through every order in the ſtate, Mr. Hume has aſſured us, that 
the flow of money ought to be kept always rather more than full, by 
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letting in ſmall but conſtant augmentations : and it is more than pro- 
bable, that the balance gained on the trade of Scotland, of G. 435, 957, 
is altogether ſufficient for this important purpoſe, to feed the whole 
circulation of Britain, were it punctually paid in bullion. 


Wi It is now time to finiſh the propoſed commentary on the Chro- 
—  nological Table. The column of Cuſtoms contains the payments 
which were made from that branch of revenue into the Exche- 
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from the new duties. And the W dent of the cuſtoms 
furniſhes a ſupplemental proof of 2 inconſiderable weight of the 
ſuceeſſive riſe in our commerce, as well as of our abilities to gratify 
Our Wants. 
The vobomn of coinage was intoochiced-4 in the laſt place; as its 
proper ſtation, becauſe the increaſe of coins, by means of the ope- 
rations of the mint, ariſe generally from the profits of commerce, 
at leaſt from the demand of traders : and conſequently the quantity 
of circulating - money muſt in every country be in proportion 
nearly to the extent of buſineſs or frequency of transfers. The fears 
of men, with regard to a wrong balance of trade, have not been at 
all times greater than the continual dread of a total deprivation of 
our coins. And both have produced a numerous claſs of writers, 
who have publiſhed their ſpeculations, not ſo much, perhaps, to 
enlighten the world, as to give vent to their lamentations. But, 
it is miſtake and prejudice which have given ſpirit to controverſy; 
becauſe the diſputant often miſapprehends the propoſitions of his 
adverſary, and ſometimes departs from the principles on which wn 
himſelf had relied. At the outſet of diſquiſition, every one i: 
ready to admit, that a ſervice of plate which coſt thirty 53 is 
of no more genuine value than the horſe that was bought for thirty 
guineas; and of conſequence, that ſo many guineas, the horſe, and 
the ſervice of plate, are all equal in intrinſic worth: yet, prejudice 
ſoon ſteps in, and, by confounding the faſhion of the plate with 
the figure of the coin, introduces confuſion into argument, which 
ultimately ends in altercation. It is however, mean time, apparent, 
that if plate is deſired for the table, we muſt go into the ſhop; if 
a horſe is wanted for the field, we muſt look into the ſtable; if 
bullion is demanded for the various purpoſes of life, it muſt be 
brought from the markets of the world, giving an adequate value 
for it as for all things. But, in ſpeaking of adequate value, we 
naturally refer to a ſtandard by which we meaſure the commodity 
that we with to purchaſe or 4 ſell; In the earlieſt ſtages of ſo- 
ciety, when poſſeſſion had been juſt admitted to conſtitute property, 
men naturally gratified their deſires by exchanging the ſpear for 
the bow, or the beaſt which they had- caught in the toils for 
the animal that had been reared on the domain. Whatſoever 
Was the moſt ſought after, becauſe it was coveted the moſt, na- 
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turally became the rule by which the prices of all things were 
aſcertained. This important office was often aſſigned to objects 

the moſt improper, perhaps the moſt ridiculous, in proportion 

as mankind were directed in their affections by the vanities of ca- 

price or by the dictates of reaſon : and pieces of ſilver and gold 

were at laſt adopted, as the meaſure of every. other commodity, 

becauſe they enjoyed the moſt eſtimable qualities from nature. 

But in every ſtandard, as in the yard, the gallon, and the buſhel, 

fixedneſs is implied; fince we can meaſure nothing by that which 

is not unalterably ſtable and univerſally known. Hence, in the 

earlieſt ſtages of ſociety, public authority affixed its ſtamp to con- 

venient portions of the metals, in order to denote to buyers and 

ſellers, that in every piece which was now denominated coin, there 

was a ſpecified weight, and an aſcertained value. The. coins, 

however, have this peculiarity, which no other meaſure has the | 
honour of poſſeſſing, that, while they are the ſettled rate by which Pg 
all things are regulated, they are themſelves the equivalent. 
whereby contracts are to be fulfilled, and commodities to be ex12x2x 
; changed. It was the confounding of terms, in themſelves ſome- 
times ſynonymous, and often different metal and bullion, gold and 

ver, money of account and price—which, in the progreſs of refine- 

ment, introduced confuſion and difficulty into the doctrine of 
money, that remained clear and intelligible ſo long as coins paſſed 

by werght, and not by tale; till the intereſt of rulers, miſunder- 

ſtood, induced them to add to the figure of their coins, what they 

deducted in value, with the vain expectation that mankind would 

ſix their attachments on the apparent ſtamp, and not on the real 

worth. And thus, by a departure from original principles of ſelf- 

evident operation, were there introduced a numerary value, and 

different denominations, ſometimes attached to one quantity of the 

metals and ſometimes to another; whereby the utility of a certain 
288 ſtandard, and a convenient Price, united at once in one piece of 
1 Portable ſize, Was nearly loſt in the ſcramble of avarice and the 
Th delufions of credulity. 0 For Yrs e 
| i A ſtandard, however, which had thus gained the approbation of 
5 III the world, becauſe the inconvenience of barter had been felt, was. 
Rs; communicated to our forefathers by the Romans, who taught the 
art of coining to a body of men, whoſe diſunited bravery had 
yielded, after an obſtinate ſtruggle, to united diſcipline. At the 
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his contracts during four and forty years preceding, was defrauded of 
four ſhillings and eleven pence one farthing in every pound: but, 
he at the ſame time again introduced coins of gold, which, after a va- 
riety of changes, ſeem to have ſuperſeded, in modern times, the filver ; 
that ſtill however enjoys the pre-eminence of being conſidered only 
as the real ſterling. After various innovations, which all produced 
their neceſſary evils, the groſſneſs of Henry VIII. prompted him not 
only to make an innovation in the fineneſs of the metal, but alſo in 
the weight allowed to the twenty ſhillings ; to deduct 1 0z. 2 dwts. 
from the ſtandard fineneſs of the filver, (which had thus continued, 
notwithſtanding every alteration, inviolably the ſame till 1543) 
while he withdrew 6 oz. 5 dwts. from the original ' ſtandard 
weight. Still greater innovations were afterwards made, both in 
the finegeſs of the metal, and the weight of the coin, by himſelf 
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and his immediate ſucceſſor; which introduced diſorder into deal- 
ings and tumult among a people, diſſatisfied, becauſe their un- 
— derſtandings were inſulted at the ſame time that their property was 
W.:.- taken away. Elizabeth merits the praiſe of having reſtored. the 
flandard fineneſs of the filver, though not the ſtandard werght of the 
3 money; and the regulation, which ſhe at laſt eſtabliſhed 1601 with 
15 regard to both, has continued to the preſent times. The following 
— detail i will ſhew us the difference between the original ſtandard, 
and the preſent ſtandard, after the innovations of three hundred 
years, - 1 


I Fineneſs of || Weight of 207. || Value in preſent BEE 
| Years. || the ſilver, in tale, moneys Proportion, 
| | Troy, | 
5 x Qz, dwts. Oz, dwts, gr. 1 | 
Original ſtandard. 1066 — 11 2 — 11 5 — — /. 2 18 14 — 2.906 
Preſent angard 1601 — 11. 2 — 3 17 10 — — — [. 


* 


While the rents of the land were paid in its product; while 4 
the freemen contributed perſonal ſervice inſtead of a ſpecified _ 
tax ; while the arts had not yet been divided into their claſſes, there 
would be little uſe for the convenient meaſure of coins. The reign 
of Henry I. when almoſt every ſervice and duty were converted into 
a payment of money, marks a conſiderable change in our domeſtic 
affairs. And in proportion as refinement gained ground of rude- 
neſs, as induſtry prevailed over idleneſs, as manufacture found its 
way into the nation, and as commerce extended its operations and 
its influence, coins muſt have become more numerous in the ſub- 
* ſequent reigns, becauſe they were more neceſſary. From the 
- happy acceſſion of Elizabeth, we may trace with ſufficient cer- 
1 tainty the progreſs and extent of our public coinage. 1 05 
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1 5 I Harris on Coins, Part II. Chap. 2. 


3 ; oy 7 4 * F 1 — - 
* * & 4 6 8 = , - N * f — 5 p —— —_ : 
| Bina . WY — ol . ö - 
e * e . * <> * 4 4 
: 8 P - & 
3 Py | ö * IE 2 
— " TIE YN 7 — 8 7 > | 
F ” 3 | 
a N * 9 14 0 PR” ” 5 ; 
- p 4 4 , i 
- A. — 4 . 
PI % 7 7 
8 . * i FS, Is 


. 


. 
y - 
* © j 
\ * 
. 
2 * 
» *1 
a 
'L 4 
= 
3 
+ i 
f 
3 
.» 
1 
» 23% 
74 
111 
. 
oy 
* 
A's 
"4 
a! 
a 
\ U 
Ly a! 
i 
1 1 
5 
iT] 
"6 
is 4 
4 TY f- 
. 
© Fit 
£4 
"+ Wi 
WA 
_ 
1 wy 
2 7% 
Pe 
41% 
wi. 
3 
20 17 
0 Li 
i 
27 ; 
„ j 
4 4 1 
l 
1 4 
. " 
8 
3 
K 33: If 
p 
1 
- . 
* 


— ——_ _ 
CI I 


1560 to January 1781 — — 


% 


— 
0 6 ＋ ” 
bs * 
. * 
o 
6 FPS ; x — 
\ ns. cy 
: 9 87 0 . * 
*. * 


* 


Coined dy Queen Elizabeth, including: the debaſed ſilver of the three prekeding 


reigns, — — in gold L. 1,200,000 


in ſilver 4,032,932 15 


By King James — — j ia old — „. 800,000 
| in ſilyer — 1,500,000 _ 7 
| —— — 2, 500,000 

8,770,544 


Ml be ——— 7 a4, —_—..  0&S 
By the Parliament and Cromwell — in flyer — — — 1,000,000 


By Charles J. — in geld 
in ſilver 


** 


— 


FTotal coined during a century, 1 . 
from 1558, to 1659 % — in gold — L. 3,723,000 
. % in ilver — 16,109,476 


—— 


Coined by Charles II. _ = 7,524,105 N 
5 5 2.737.637 


by William III. (including the recoinage) — — * 10,511,962; 
by Anne — — — | 

by George IJ. = = — 85,725,021 
by George II. from 1726 Ga old — FL. 11,662,216 : | 
to 1760 — —\infilver — 304, 300 


Total eoined during a century, from 1659 to 1766 — — FL. 44,1 


. 1 


— 


Coined by George III. afrom June lin gold — C. 30,457,805 
„„ „ß Soon 
— L. 30, 464, 937 


It did not, however, eſeape the penetration of Davenant, or 
perhaps the ſagacity of preceding writers,“ that all this money 


was not co-exiſting at any one time.” And he therefore endeavoured, 
with his uſual induſtry, to aſcertain the probable amount of our 


- 


circulation, or the number- of our coins during every period to 


which either his conjecture or his calculation could reach. 


* And. Com. vol. ii. p. 108. | 1 Ralph, Hiſt. vol; i. p. 1078. 
» Campbell's Survey. ; 5, Ibid. © I bid. . P Tower R _ 
Tower Records. OE . 
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L. 10,832, 47 


— L. 10, 261, 
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In 1600, he ftates*, that there A | | 
exiſted, — — in gold . 1,500,000 

in filver 2,500,000 h | „ 

which were the tools, ſaid he, we had to work with when 

we firſt began to make a figure in the commercial world, © 


In 1660, there were only, in all likelihood, co-exiſting, of every 
receding coinage = — — — — J. 14, ooo, ooo. 
Sir William Petty*, who lived nearer the time, and had 
better information, aſſerts, ** that the re-coinage at the 
happy Reſtoration amounted to . 5,600,000 ; whereby 
it is probable (ſome allowance being given for hoarded 
money) that the whole caſh of England was then about — L. dee 3 


which he conceived was ſufficient to drive the trade of 
England. 3 


* 


And from the progreſs of our commerce from 1600 to 1660, and 
from the extent of our mercantile tranſactions, we may decide 
which of the calculators was moſt accurate in his ſtatement, and 
moſt ſatisfactory in his inference. Sir Joſiah Child, indeed, re- 
marked in 1665, ** that all ſorts of men complain much of the ſearcity 
of money ; yet, that men did complain as much of a ſcarcity of 
money ever ſince I knew the world : for, that this humour of com- 
platning proceeds from the frailty of our natures, it bein g natural 
for mankind to complain of the preſent, and to commend the 
times paſt.” That experienced merchant attributed that preſ= 


ſing neceſſity for money, ſo vifible thraughaut the kingdom, to the trade 


of bankering, which obſtructs circulation, and advances uſury.” 


And from Child's State of the Nation, during ſeveral years ſubſe- 


quent to the Reſtoration, we may infer that Petty was nearer the 


truth in his repreſentation than Davenant. 


If the amount of our traffic, foreign and domeſtic, had doubled 


in the active period between the Reſtoration and the Revolution, 


we ought to conclude that the quantity of circulating coin ought 
to have been in the proportion of ſix to twelve; conſequently, 
M 2 If 


" Whit. edit. vol. i. p. 364. * Pol, Arith, p. 8. And. Com. 


vol. ii. p. 142. 


id If have had been in 1660 — — F. 6,000,000, 3 
"i There ought to have been in 1688 — ee 2 4 
ir Vet, after a variety of conjectures and calculations, | 2 
i Davenant ſtates 6 ad ene Areas bo, , $00,000 3 * 
h which, he inſiſted, was abſolutely been fig carrying on our ; 
"i foreign and domeſtic traffic. But, the reſult of thoſe con- 1 
Il jectures and thoſe calculations derive little ſupport, and leſs au- ; a 
Wh! thenticity, from the facts before-mentioned; which ſhewed, that ; 7 
i a country, which for ſo many years paid conſiderable balances to 4 
bi; the world, could not abound in coins. And there was a circum- 3 
ji ſtance of Rill greater weight, that ſeems to have been little attended: 5 
. to by hiſtorians, or by theoriſts: a riſe in the intereſt of money 4 
N evinces a ſcarcity of ſpecie; at leaſt it demonſtrates that the ſupply 1 
i is not ſufficient for every demand. The natural intereſt of money 3 
} was eight per cent. from 1624 to 1645; and it from this year gra- 2 
Wl dually fell to fix per cent. before the Reſtoration ; ſo that the Par- 

3 liament were enabled, in 1650, to fix by ordinance the legal in- 

„ tereſt at fix per cent *; which was confirmed at the Reſtoration “. 

A But, the natural intereſt of money gradually roſe again, from 

1 ſix per cent. in 1660, to ſeven pounds ſix ſhillings and fix pence 

Ml in 1690; and from this year to ſeven pounds ten ſhillings. 

8 per cent. before the peace of Ryſwick. From 1697, the natural 

5 _ Intereſt of money gradually ſunk, before the year 1706, to * 

if per cent. ; and continuing to fall, the Parliament were thereby in- 

= - - "quced {71 3] to fx * ſtatute” the I n at five. per cent. 

8 et, 

m7 2 „ * 


2 Whit, edit. n i. p. 367 * And. Com. vol. ii. p. 85. 12 Ch. II. 
1 Ann. ſtat. ii. chap. 16.— This act, for reducing the rate of intereſt,” 
recites, as one of the moving cauſes of its enactment, that the foreign trade 5 
this nation hath of late years been much neglected.. It has been demonſtrate 
that the foreign trade of England flouriſhed prodigiouſly during the years. 
#10—1h4—12—1.3—14: So this muſt be ranked in that claſs of acts of parlia- 
ment which are ſuppoſed to recite a fiction. But the intereſts of truth require, 
= "Ip brand ach be affixed to the forchead of falſehood wherever it Wax be: 

un 
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- In 1711; Davehant ſtates, ** that there might be of gold and ſiluer coin in being, 
8 to the amount o _ —— — 2 [. 1,00, 


1 1688, he had already found gd — 28, 500, oo 


Vet, it is highly probable, that the value of the circulating coins 


might amount to . 12,000,000 in 1711. The gradual advance 


of our domeſtic: induſtry and foreign traffic, the reform of the 
filver, the conſequent augmentation of taxes and circulation, the 
greater credit both public and private, the finking of the natural 
intereſt of money ; all demonſtrate the impoſſibility of any dimi- 
nution of our coins during the period from the Revolution to the 
year 1711. Anderſon', having given his ſuffrage to Davenant's ſtate- 
ment of 1711, fays, ** that-we may reaſonably conclude, as our trade 
is conſiderably increaſed in fifty-one years, the gold and filver actu- 


ally exiſting in Britain [1762] cannot be leſs than C. 16,000,c00:” 
And we may fairly infer from the reaſonings of ann 


derſon, that the gold and filver coins actually ex- 
iſting now [1782] amount to about — — L. 20, ooo, ooo. 


—_ 


— 9 n . — * 


Me have ſeen, during the preſent reign, an extraordinary aug- 
-mentation of our manufactures and our trade, a quicker transfer 
of property, a vaſt credit, a productive revenue, an unexampled 


demand at the mint for its coins ; which all evince a greater uſe 


for money, and conſequently a proportional ſupply. And ſpecu- 
lation has been actually confirmed by facts and experience. When 
by an admirable operation, which ought alone to immortalize a 
miniſter, a ſalutary reform was made of the gold coin, there appeared 
fixteen million of guineas. VVV 
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The three Bars, 1773—of 1774—and 1776, brought in, of defective 
gold coin, the value in tale of — . 15,563,593 10 8 


There moreover appeared of gu ineas purchaſes: by the 
bank, and of light gold whic fell as a loſs on the hold- | 
ers of it, to the amount o ß — 3,380,643 


— — 
5 


4 944 236 10 8 
There remained conſequently in the circle, heavy gui- | 72 923 


neas of the former reigns and the preſent, light Bainens 8 125 
which were not boowght i ing ai On 1; 4. 2059763. 9 4 


— 


I, Hain 1 at the coinage of ho preſent reigh, 7: 44 3 
che ſum of light gold recoined is deducted, — . — ca 


_ . 


we ſhall ſee in the reſult the ſum which the increaſing and 


of tlie preſent wn * at the mint — — £ 14,901,337. 


. e 


It is not eaſy to diſcover, becauſe data cannot. be. 4 found, 
what proportion of the coins, which conſtituted in tale this vaſt 
balance, Was afterwards melted or exported. If one- -fourth only 
continued in the circle of commerce, this circumſtance alone, 


when compared with the quantity of money which, in 1776, was 


actually found in circulation, would demonſtrate the exiſtence of a 
greater number of coins, and conſequently a greater amount in 


tale, than has been here on good grounds aſſerted. Mr. Joſhua 
Gees, inſiſted, ** that the right way of judging of the increaſe or 

decreaſe of the nation's riches by trade with foreigners, is to examine 
whether we receive. money from them, or ſend them ours: And, 


having * beſtowed ſome time in 8 chr what filver and gold 
were ſent out in 1723, he diſcovered that there had been exported 
in bullion or melted metal, 11 9, 1200unces. Were we to adopt Mr. 


Gee's mode of induction, without approving of his declamations, 
which were too often futile, becauſe they aroſe from miſtake and. 
| ne, we might find an argument, though we can add nothing 


to 


> Mr. Eden's Letters, p. 215. 


© State of Trade, 4th edit. p. 173. —It has been ds ſhewn, that our foreign 
commerce was in no very proſperous ſituation during the reign of George I. 
when Mr. Gee wrote thoſe lucubrations which terrified the nation. 


„ 


8 
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to certainty. During a period the moſt flouriſhing of any in the 
annals of our traffic, from 1763 to 1774, there was no bullion 
or wolied metal exported from England. For, we had learned that 
foreign princes had been too often ſubſidized. to fight their own 
battles; our commercial cuſtomers generally paid us conſider- 


able balances: and we were no longer obliged to ſend filver to 


the Eaſt, to purchaſe the manufactures of the Indian. We may 
thence infer, that there could have been no great quantity of our 
native coin drawn from domeſtic circulation for foreign export. 
One truth is however clear, that every community, which has an 


equivalent to give, may always procure as many f the precious metals, 


wherever they may exiſt, as it wants; 1n the ſame manner as the in- 
dividual, who has labour, or any other property to offer in ex- 
change, may at all times fill his coffers with medals, or with coins. 
Hence, we may conclude with Mr. Hume, that while we preſerve 


our people, our ſkill, and our induſtry, we may allow the ſpecie to 


find its own way in the world, without any other protection than 
what is due to the juſtneſs of our ſtandard in fineneſs and weight, 
or without any other care than to give continual notice to the 


credulous to beware of the cheat; of the tricks of the clipper, the 
ſweater, and the coiner. | Poa 


But, what avails it, that our domeſtic. manufacture and foreign 
traffic have riſen, as we have ſeen, from an inconſiderable begin- 
ning to unexampled greatneſs ; that our navigation has ſwelled. 
even beyond the extent of both; that circulation has gradually filled,, 
as a greater number of traders demanded a greater quantity of 


coins: what avails the flattering advantages of our ſocial ſyſtem, 


whoſe conſtitution is the envy of every people, or the bleſſed in- 
fluences of our reformed religion: what avails our perſonal 
ſafety from the famed writ of Habeas Corpus, and aſſured property 
from a diſtribution of juſtice, at once impartial and ſpeedy : what: 
do all avail, if the numbers of our inhabitants are mouldering. 
daily away; if the nation was finking faſt into the petty rank of 
a ſecondary power, even before ſhe: had felt the ſtroke of an 
enemy? And we look in vain for conſolation to hiſtorians, who. 
recount minutely the ſlaughter of battles, the famine of ſieges, 
the devaſtation of provinces ; but ſeldom regard the various arts of 
peace, by which the proſperity and comfort of a people are pro- 
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moted, becauſe a. tals of woe is never told to an inattentive 1 

audience. nt ot = 

On the difficult ſubject ak 8 men, at once d * = 

4 ave ſpoken a language often contradictory, and ſometimes M 

inconcluſive. The Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, and Mr. Gregory King, 7 i; 
f 


have formerly, and Doctor Campbell, and Doctor Price, have 
lately, delivered opinions directly the reverſe of each other with 
regard to an important poſition: the two firſt agreed in aſſerting, 
that a colony having been planted in an ifland, whoſe numbers = 

- amounted to a given ſum at a given period, its populouſneſs. in- 4 

| creaſed almoſt continually in a progreſſive augmentation, notwith- = 
{tanding the diminutions from war, or peſtilence, or continual de- f 
bility: Doctor Campbell endeavoured to demonſtrate, that the 
inhabitants of Fngland diminiſhed during every reign for ſeveral © 
centuries ſubſequent to the Norman / conqueſt : and Doctor Price 1 
has contended, with great knowledge of his ſubject, that the po- = 


pulation of England has greatly declined fince the Revolution of 
1688, and continues to decline. While we yield the reſpect, 1 
which is on every occafion due to men, reſpectable as good citi- E 
Zens, no leſs than as able writers, we may review their ſentiments, 
with deſign to aſcertain the authenticity of into, rather than to od 7 
the foundations of ſyſtem. 

- Having taken a comprehenſive ſurvey of that Fes lei of 3 our - 
annals, from the unhappy arrival of the Saxons to the more la- = 
mentable irruption of the Normans, Dr. Campbell * diſcovers, =. 
that England was then every where improved, and conſequently was 
in thoſe early times thoroughly peopled.” He had obſerved, that the 
Saxon policy preſerved order, becauſe the rights both of prince 
and people had been properly ſettled and ſecured; that juſtice was 
diſtributed equally to all men, while idleneſs was prevented and 
hs poor. were relieved; and that the celebrated regulations of 
Alfred © produced at length the moſt ſalutary effects, which ap- . 
peared in full luſtre during the peaceable and propitious reign of 5 
po nk when the cn the TO and ee of this 

1 FUL; TEM ob nation 
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on pol. Survey, vol. ii. p 1 i 


Alfred reigned from 2 year 872 to 2 Edgar began his adminiſtration in 
255, and governed to 975 · 
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the ſum; as, by the returns into Chancery, it appeared, that here 


the tax on each pariſh, 


1 8%) ; 


nation over all its nei ghbouts; wasdm every eircumſtanee carried to 


a demonſtration. And that judicious author does not lay this 
down barely-as an-opinion,>but-afſerts-at.as a fact. For, Higden, 
the monk of Cheſter, affirms, that by virtue of a commiſſion which 
was iſſuecd by William I. in the fourth year of his reign (1050 
there were found to have been in England forty- five thouſand and 
two pariſhes; a truth, which was regarded hy Harriſen, and the 
other antiquaries of Elizabeth's days, as, abſolutely certain. That 
England was, in ancient times, divided inta diſtricts extremely mi- 
nute, which were denominated pariſhes, ſeems to be admitted. 
The parliament having, in 1370, granted to Edward IH. a ſub- 


ſidy of L. Fo, ooo, at the nate of twentystwo ſhillings and four 


pence on every pariſh, | ſuppoſing that there were in En gland 
forty· five thouſand pariſhes, the Chancellor declared to the Lords 
and Commons in the ſubſequent year, but the rate 409u/d. not raiſe 


were only erght thouſand ſeven hundred pariſhes in England, exclu- 
ſive'of Wales: and the Parliament immediately laid a tax, in order 
to fulfil their former purpoſe, of flve pounds ſixteen ſhillings on 


every /pariſh*. That there have been, at all times, aged parliament- 


men, who knew much from tradition, we may diſcover. from the 
hiſtory of our legiſlation j and we may thence: infer, - that it was 
the common opinion of the times [I 970], that there were in 
England upwards of forty thouſand pariſhes. It is moreover a 


known fact, that William the Conqueror deſtroyed ſix- and- thirty 
pariſh churches, when he eſtabliſhed the New Foreſt in Ha 


pſhire. 


; pariſhes 


Anderſon, however,-juſtly conſiders the ſuppoſed number 9 


as a very flight evidence of a conſiderable population. The Saxon 


policy and laws, undoubtedly, offer ſtronger proofs, becauſe they 


ſhew us more diſtinctly the condition of the people. The freedom 


that every one enjoyed from the Saxon conſtitution; the univerſal ab- 
ſence of the puniſhment of death; the perſonal ſafety and comfort of 
1 | 822 5 7 ôö;§*üm 3,914.4 Y 31 53408 03 Joan {© S190 75.1051 3 the 
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Cotton's Ab. of Tower Records, p. 3—111—112.— This tranſaftion was 
Ge Mo any to eſcape the notice of Mr. Hume: but he ſeems to have been 
miſtaken when he rd the'countil aſſumed» the power of augmenting 
— OL, u * : EF f | 
r NN e e r 


* 14 


* 


1 96 1 


theſe offer deciſive teſtimony of a conſiderable populouſneſs; which 
muſt, however, have often been checked and retarded in its pro- 
greſs, by the frequent devaſtation of wars, foreign and domeſtic ; by 


predatory irruptions, when the torch was ſometimes ſet to the 


villages, and their inhabitants were ſtill oftener carried into a 
miſerable bondage. Let, the Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, and Mr. 
_ - Gregory King, agree in aſſerting, that the, people of England, 


at the e 4 robe mam Liese] n an wennde above 


2,000,000 8. it 
The firſt, alta: by the nobleſt purpoſe, .* « to 3 the 
ways of God to man, endeavoured to evince, from a train of rea- 


ſonings which fatisfied the mind of that illuſtrious Judge, that, 


notwithſtanding every check which the procteative faculty might 
have received Arkh war, and peſtilence, and other caſualties, there 


was a conſtant progreſs in population, making allowances for the 


ſudden defalcation of particular years of great mortality. Adopt- 


ing the theory of Lord Hale, becauſe he approved of his mode of 
induction, Mr. Gregory King attempted to ſhew, by the moſt in- 


genious calculations, the numbers of people who probably in- 
contraſt his Singular > ne with atbentio. . 


ty 1066, the kingtom might nig _ . . 2,000,000 . 
In 1260, Shs oh. ng J ET Cu 4 32 LA ,  237.50,000 . 
3 . P = berg Wee inn 
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n Ia eſa to give a der. dew of the 9 , a the "a Doggy Mr. 3 
e bea «* that there were 243 hides of land, en 120 acres each; and he 
ough, on extraordinary f 


thence infeys, that their ordinary force was 48,720 men, t 
occaſions, a greater might have been affembled;“ and he fuppoſes, that we have 


"YN Lan al ht ſix times more induſtry, and three times more people, than at the 


vol. i. p. 210-438} -. If the whole numbers at that memorable 


1 pat were 8 the que-fourth; or Foo, ooo, ought to have been the ſum of 


their fighting men, and one-tenth of theſe, or. 50, , Ang to have, been 1 
ordinary force. a o ns . 


> See the A | 4 Dar. vol. yi. p. I. FE Yes 


the individual ; and the partible quality of * lands, which di- 
vided the eſtate of the anceſtor among the males of the family: all 


| habited England at ſpecified epochs. It may gratify. ee * 


bs 3 4 8 : 3 N > RO A * RES * ee i £ $4 b Pe ON; I. 4 
. F Fa mY . 2 ö Tow | y _ 3 ge” : iz 4 p 
a * ** &E 4 * 8 ** To's Ro a : 0 } L $3 5 % Y EI a 5 * 2 4 8 * * - 1 7 1 3 f 5 , 
f ; Y a . : MW. LY f | So * $8. : s 
— F = W 5 e 2 
* FY FO 17 $3 ; 
N : — — — * * 2 7 — * * Py 
% * 5 8 * ** * * . : b. * Li 7 2 
7 _ — . & * 1 7 o ? — on „ 
* 7. 4 * L 2 "hes... ? 4 y * 8 =, I PM r 8 * * 
8 # # 3 2 3 i% ; -- 3 4 5 4 . 4 * 5 5 : Ne . 1 7 ö 1 : 
; N g jb N 4" A ES 0495. SY 8 i 83 13: 3 LE INE : f : 8 . 83 di. 4" 7 - | 1 F 
: * . ' « bot —_— b 4 4 = . N $ : : $ l 1 12 


1 


2 


— 


Without regarding, however, the reaſonings of the one, or the 
calculations of the other, Dr. Campbel has enumerated a great 
variety of circumſtances to demonſtrate the wretchedneſs of man- 
kind, during thoſe times, equally ferocious and unſettled, and, by 
a [neceſſary ' conſequence, the conſtant. decline of their numbers, 
Few revolutions, ſaid he, which have been atchieved by the fierceſt 
conquerors, appear to have been attended with ſo ſudden an alter- | 
ation, both of power and of property, as that which William T. 
unhappily introduced into England. The conſtitution of govern- 
ment, from being limited and free, became at once arbitrary and 
ſevere. | While the claſs of the ancient nobility ſeemed to be an- 
nihilated, the great body of the Saxon people were aſſuredly re- 
_ duced to villeynage : contumely ſeems to have been added to op- 
preſſion ; the natives were degraded to ſuch a ſtate of meanneſs, that 
the Engliſh name became ere long a term of reproach*®. And thoſe 
revolts enſued ſucceſſively, which never fail to ariſe, when a gallant 
people are deſpiſed, at the ſame time that they are injured. The 
Conqueror, urged partly by revenge, perhaps more by policy, was 
_ provoked, by the inſurrection of the northern counties, to preſcribe 
remedies as ſevere as they were barbarous: he deſtroyed the whole 
country, from the Humber to the Tees; he waſted the ſea-coaſt ; and 
he ſo effectually depopulated this great region, that it lay for years 
wild and uncultivated; that multitudes, mean time, periſhed for 
want. The pleaſures of William were as deſtructive to the people 
as his anger. In the formation of the New Foreſt in Hampſhire, 
thirty miles of country were deſolated, without regarding the ſa- 
credneſs'of churches or the cries of villagers. And his gratitude 
9 51 to his. followers, though attended with leſs violence and ferocity, 
. produced in the end conſequences ſtill more fatal than reſulted 
135 from either his reſentment or his ſport, with regard to the depo- 
pulation of England. He diſtributed ſuch immenſe eſtates among 
His principal followers, that the whole kingdom was parcelled 
out among ſeven hundred land-holders in chief, who afterwards, 
indeed, ſubdivided their ſhares among their retainers,. on ſuch 
. E terms as ſecured their ſubmiſſion, though not their 
1 happineſs: and the ſlaviſh tenures, which were now introduced, 
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muſt neceffiril have given riſe to all the aifepe urable effects with nn 
regard to popu ation, in the ſame degree as the conſequences had . 
been ſalutary which flowed from the equitable regulations of gavel- 1 
kind. And that moſt curious ſurvey, the Doomſday- book, which . 
was completed in 1086, demonſtrates, that the cities had felt mM 
ſeverely the ſhock of the Conqueſt”; and while they had fallen 
X into ruins; the country mourned the loſs of 1 its 5" inhabitants: _ 
3 . nappy days of Edward? the See Se, 1 


The unte of Bugland, fm the C onqueſt to 
ths Great Charter [from 1066 to 1215] are filled with little more 
than inſurrections of the people and revolutions of the govern- 
ment; with domeſtic 4 and foreign devaſtation; with fre- 
quent famines and their attendant peſtilence. The great body of 
the people enjoyed neither protection, nor comfort, nor ſabe 
ence: commerce. fled from the diſorders. of the times; agricul-- 
ture was checked, partly by the inconveniences - reſulting from 

the vaſt poſſeſſions of the land-owners, perhaps more from the 

precariouſneſs of univerſal property: the hand of the induſtri- 
ous no longer laboured, when it was no more ſure of its 1 
reward: and we may thence infer, that the moſt numerous Hp 
claſſes of the - wretched) inhabitants could not multiply, ſince E. 
they could not eaſily find a ſufficienty: of food, Though the con- 1 
ceſſion of the great charter conferred ſecurity on the free, it = 
did not, however, give freedom to the ſlave: the: villeyns, "wi == 
formed the great body of the people, continued to wear the chains 7 
of their former Sper Bate Though it introduced no new eſtabliſh- - 
ment of ranks, nor made any innovation in public law, or in 2 
private rigkts; yet the barbarous licence, both of kings and nobles, 34 

was thenceforth ſomewhat reſtrained, and government, ſays Mr. 

Hume, approached; by- degrees; noarer to that end for which it 

- was. originally inſtituted; the diſtribution of juſtice, and the 
equal protection of the citizens. This! general reaſoning, hows - 
ever 4 did not 10 8 on * ny 56 _ Doctor Cumpbel “, B. 
who. 
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ee 
who minutely examined every circumſtance that tended either to re- 


tard or promote population. He found no event, public or private, 


in the long reign of Henry III. filled as it was with diſtraction, 
proceeding from weakneſs, and with civil war, the reſult of tur- 


. bulence, that could have added one man to our numbers. Though 


hiſtorians have celebrated the following reigns of our Edwards 
as the moſt glorious in our annals, yet he remarked, that the 
nation, during all that period, in which there was ſcarcely ten 


years of peace, declined in its moſt eſſential intereſts. The eclat 


of victories, the ſplendor of triumphs, or the acquiſition of fo- 
reign territories, did not compenſate the loſs of the inhabitants, 
who continually decreaſed, from the deſtruction of foreign and 


civil wars, and from the frequent return of peſtilential diſtem- 


pers. We have now, however, record- evidence, to demonſtrate 
the juſtneſs of his ſentiments with regard to this intereſting 
ſubject, though a ſtronger reaſon may be aſſigned, to prove his 


poſitions. The numbers of mankind deſtroyed by war have been 


found; at leaſt in modern times, to affect population no other- 


wiſe, than as the flock is thinned by the ſlaughter of the 
 weathers; which only increaſes its amount, by leaving to the 


breeders and the young a greater quantity of food. The prin- 
cipal- eauſe of an undoubted depopulation, from the Con- 
queſt in 1066 to the aceeſſion of Henry IV. in 1399, per- 


haps to the elevation of Henry VII. in 1485, was the horrible 


bondage, nos theoretic/ſlavery, of the great body of the people, 
whom Sir William Temple has finely compared to the baſe of a 
pyramid. The actual oppreſſion of the villeyns, the ſtate of 


poverty and debaſement in which they were held by the lords, 
the diſcomfort and diſcouragement which put them daily in re- 


membrance of their degradation, did not admit of a vigorous pro- 
pagation, far leſs of+a full population. The deſtruction of war! 
may be likened to the wounds of a ſword, which, however deep, 
are ſoon healed up and leave little impreſſion: the loſſes arifſing 
from habitual debility, ought to be compared to a conſuming 
cancer, which, after inflicting in its progreſs excruciating pains, . 
ends in death, And this general theory is confirmed by the de- 
populated ſtate in which every country is at preſent found, as in 
Poland, in Ruſſia, and in Iceland, where ſimilar ſlavery. and op- 
of a caſual fever, or of an imported plague, are cafily repaired, . 

Eh | 5 When 


preſſion are ſtill permitted by a deſtructive policy. The ravages 


5 


1 


when every V cla en; oys the bleſſings of health; as hath. n 
ably ſhewn from obſervations on the bills of mortality, by Major 
Ct formerly, and. by Mr. Corbyn Morris lately. Unfre- 
quent famines, conſequently, could have little affected the popu- 
lation of half a century; or even of ſive · and - twenty years. But, 
the ancient chronicles of England, and even our acts of Parlia- 
ment, are full of dearths and of peſtilence during every reign, pro · 
_ .. ceeding chiefly from an unproductive huſbandry, The ancient vil- 
leyns ſeem to have been placed in a-ſtate of wretchedneſs nearly 
ſimilar to the lamentabſe ſtation of the modern negroes of the 
colonies; who do not labour much, ſince they are not to gain, 
and who are not very ſolicitous to. preſerve what they are not to 
enjoy. And the people died, as they were not fed either by the 
produce of their untilled fields, or by the importations of a feeble 
commerce. It was an obſervation. which did not eſcape the ſa- 
gacity of Graunt, when he was reflecting on the ficklneſs, . the 
healthfulneſs, and fruitſulneſs of ſeaſons,” that the .more fickly the 
years are, the leſs fruuful of children they, alſo ben. The celebrated 
critics of the preſent day have amuſed themſelves and the world, 
by pointing out the ſingular coincidence of thoughts, and me- 
times of expreſſions, of great authors in different countries and 
ages. It is leaſing to remark, that the ſame ſentiment aroſe in 
the mind of the ingenious Mr. Wales, when conſidering the 
ſame ſubject, at the diſtance of a century, as had formerly occurred 
to the ſhrewd Major Graunt. There is one cauſe, ſays Mr. 
Wales, why the number of births may be higher now than 
formerly, without ſuppoſing a greater number of people to pro- 
duce them: Will not every cauſe which brings on a greater degree 
of mortality, impair the bodily faculties, of the living before it 
ends in death? If we apply 9 rational obſervations on the bills 
of mortality, to the conſtant ſtate of unhealthfulneſs during feudal 
times, from the frequent ſcarcity and unwholeſomeneſs of viands, 
we ſhall and a new but Porn: ule of depopulation;: Ai he 
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period of which we are ſpeaking, continual in its operation, and 
deplorable in its effects. FF IR: 


Il be firſt notice which the parliament ſeem to have taken of the 
paucity of inhabitants, may be ſeen in the Statute of Labourers 
[1349-] The act of the 23d of Edward III. recites* : *© Whereas a 
great part of the people, and eſpecially of workmen and ſervants, 
late died of the peſtilence, many, ſeeing the neceſſity of maſters, 
and great ſcarcity of ſervants, will not ſerve unleſs they receive 
exceſſive wages, ſome being rather willing to beg in . 1dle- 
neſs than by labour to get their living.“ Conſidering, there- 
fore, the grievous incommodities, which, of the lack eſpecially 
of ploughmen, and ſuch labourers, may hereafter come,” that 
unt e monarch, with the aſſiſtance of the prelates, the nobles, 
and the learned men, ordained a variety of regulations, unjuſtin their 
theory, and violent in their execution. It is beſide the pur- 
poſe of this inquiry to ſhew, that. thoſe ſevere reſtrictions were 
only eſtabliſhed by the king in council; the rather, as they 
were confirmed, extended, and enforced, 'by a complete parlia- 
ment in the ſubſequent year on the petition of the com- 
-monalty, that the faid ſervants, having no regard to the ſaid 
ordinance, but to their eaſe and ſingular covetiſe, do withdraw 
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In the preamble to the collection of that year. W ants os ag 
The heads of thoſe regulations, as they were collected by the Tate learned 
Mr. Cay, will not only ſuppert what is ſaid in the text, but will ſhew the 
reader to what a deplorable ſtate of flavery the great body of the people were then 
„ reduced. Every perſon able in body, under ſixty years, not having to live on, being 
CV required, ſhall be bound to ſerve him that doth require him, or elſe committed to 

on gaol, till he finds fecurity to ſerve. —If a ſervant or workman depart from ſer- 
vice before the time agreed upon, he ſhall be impriſoned. — The old wages, and no 
more, ſhallbe given to ſervants. —If any artificer take more wages than were wont 
5 to be paid, be ſhall be committed to the 8 [Cay's Stat. at Large, vol. 1. 

4 * 261—3.) The ſeverity of theſe penalties was ſoon after greatly increaſed. 
5 The act of 34 Ed. III. [1360] directs, that if any labourer or ſervant flee to 

= any town, the chief officer ſhall deliver him up: if they depart to another county, 
they ſhall be burnt in the forehead with the letter F. Thus, ſays Anderſon, 
they lived till manufactures drove flavery-away..{Com. vol. i. p. 204.] An 
mination of the policy of Ed. III. with regard to the coin, will be found the true 
key to open the genuine meaning of his laws of domeſtic cxconomy. 


25, Ed. III. Statute 34. 
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to ſerve great men and other, wileſs they have wages and very ro 
the double or treble of that they were wont to take the taventieth year 
of the king that now is. He who propoſes to write a commen- 


— 


487 


tary on e Statute 0, Labourer, Without conſidering, at the 


ſame time, the cotem orary Uefalcations' of the avaricious Ed- 
ward in the coin, will pro ably find, that he has only written 
to confound his reader, and to entangle himſelf. An examination 


of the following detail will Juftify | this remark. 


4 


The value of the” cunt, or twenty illings a preſent money; anne 
by Edward in 1300 — e 6 


i Eduard l. — TT” oe 0 3144." x as —= 51550 a 54 "RIDE 


Value dedudted, —0 4 ** 
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15 a — in 50 — aoth of his reign, ww 2 11 8 : 
* — Value dedücted, — 0 2 9 
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Value deducted, — — 0 5 2 


4 * 


Vet, after adjuſting malte as prices, not t only &f labdiir but 


of natural products and manufactures, that iniquitous law di- 
4 under the penalty of impriſonment at the diſcretion of 


hl 4 —“ that the artificers ſhould be ſworn to uſe their 
crafts, as they did in the twentieth year [1346] of the ſame king.” 
The parliament buſied themſelves, year after year, to the end of 


the preſent reign, in regulating labour, which had thus been 
defrauded. During an adminiſtration leſs active and vigorous, 
and reſpected, than Edward's, ſuch regulations had produced 


mult Wy revolt. That great king, indeed, was ſcarcely cold 


in his grave, when the ſame ſtatutes, being confirmed in the 


firſt years of his ſucceſſor, gave riſe to the memorable. rebellion 


of Tyler and Straw, ſo deſtructive in its immediate effects, fo 


beneficial in its ultimate conſequences. The common people 
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Harris on Coins, part ii, ch. 1. 1 23 Ed. III. ch. 2-7. 
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acquired implied liberty from inſurrection, at the Game time that 
the parliament were enacting *, that forced manumiſſions 
ſhould: be conſidered as void.” And: ſuch are the revolutions. 


which inſenſibly take place during ages of darkneſs, before the 


eyes of chroniclers, who are carried away by the ſound of words, 
without regarding the: efficacy of things. 


The declamatory recitals of ſuch {ſtatutes ought to be gene- 
rally regarded as ſlight evidence of the authenticity of facts, un- 


leſs where they are ſupported by collateral circumſtances. From 


the reiterated debaſement of the coin juſt mentioned, we ought 
to infer, that the recited deſtruction of the peſtilence was merely 
a pretence to palliate motives of avarice, or to juſtify the ri- 


gours of oppreſſion. On the other hand, Doctor Mead aſſures 
us *, that the greateſt mortality that has happened in later ages 
was about the middle of the fourteenth century [1340 60]; when 
the plague, which ſeized England, Scotland, and Ireland, in 1349, 
7s ſaid to have diſpeopled the 


earth of more than half of its inha- 
bitants. The Commons petitioned, during the parliament * of 
1364, that, in conſideration of the preceding peſtilence, the king 


would allow perſons who held lands of him in chief, to let leaſes. 
without a licence, as had been lately practiſed, fill the country 
were become more populous. The Commons were ſenſible, ſays Mr. 
 Hume*, that this ſecurity of poſſeſſion was a good means for 


rendering the kingdom proſperous ; yet durſt not apply all at 


once for a greater relaxation of their chains. From the æra 
of the firſt introduction of cities and boroughs, by their repre- 
ſentatives, into the parliament of the 23d of Edward I. [129 6] 


to the preſent time | 1350—60] they appear to have felt a con- 
fiderable decay : having loſt their principal inhabitants, either 


by the ſword or by famine, ſeveral of the ſheriffs, during al- 


molt a century, returned *, that there were no cities or boroughs 
from which citizens or burgeſſes could be ſent to parliament, 


by 


> See the ſtatutes of the 5th Richard II. I 1381.) 


_ * Diſcourſe concerning Peſt. Contag. 24—5; which cites Mezeray Hiſt, 
France, vol. i. p. 7998. _ > Cot. Ab. of Records, p. 97. 1 5 Nat. 
vol. Mi. p. 499 | 


'* See Brady on Boroughs, every where. 
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by reaſon of their low condition and poverty : and, during a long 
period of years, the poorer boroughs applied for an exemption 
from an expenſive attendance on the king, in his court of Par- 
Hament, which they regarded as a burden rather than a privilege. 
From thoſe deciſive facts, we may certainly infer, that there muſt 
have been a great paucity of people in England, at leaſt during 
the latter web of the celebrated reign of Edward III. And from 


record- evidence, we can now eſtabliſh the preciſe numbers with ſuffi- 


cient exactneſs to anſwer all the practical purpoſes of the ſtateſ- 
man, and to fatisfy all the ſcrupulous doubts of the ſceptic. + 
A poll-tax of four pence having been impoſed by the Parlia- 
ment of the 5 Iſt of Edward III. [1377] on all perſons, male and 
female, upwards of fourteen years of age, beggars only excepted, 
an official return of the number of people who paid this tax has 
been happily preferved*®. Having the evidence of an actual enu- 


meration, we can now build upon a rock. From that fatisfac- 


. tory document it appears, that . 


In 1377, the numbers of lay-perſons of fourteen years of age, who, in England, 
-* __* (excluſive of Wales) paid the duty before - mentioned, were, 1,376,442 
Beneficed clergy, | — — 15, 380 
Non- beneficed clergy, — — 13,780 


29,160 


ur gu — 


1 


The whole people upwards of fourteen years, — 1,405,602 : 


The precious record mentioned in the text, which contains the number of 
perſons of fourteen years of age and upwards, in every county and town in Eng- 
land, at the demiſe of Edward III. is in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Topham of the 
Paper-office ; a gentleman, whoſe curious reſearch, with regard to the juriſpru- 
| dence and hiſtory of his country, as well as his communicative diſpoſition, me- 
rits che higheſt commendation. There is reaſon to hope, that this inſtructive 

document will ere long be laid before the Antiquary Society; nor can the public 
receive a more valuable preſent ; becauſe it introduces certainty into an important 
part of political ceconomy. The detail communicated in the text was taken from 
Sir Richard Worſley's ſplendid Hiſtory of the Iſle of Wight. * 
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Perſons upwards of fourteen, — — 
Add two-fifths, according to Mr, King's rule, for thoſe under fourteen, 682, 241: 


tranquillity or of healthineſs. 


wk 


If we could aſcertain, by any unqueſtionable rule, the numbers 
which exiſted in 1377 under fourteen years of age, we ſhould dif- 
cover, by an eaſy calculation, the exact amount of the whole 
people. Some have ſuppoſed, from the calculations of Dr. Halley, 
that there. muſt have been only one-third under fourteen years. 


The neareſt rule, which reſults from Mr. Gregory King's divi- 


ſion of the people, is two-fifths for thoſe under ſixteen years of 


age. But, as men were governed then by the ſame paſſions as 


they have been in every age ſince, we may preſume that there 


were ſeveral concealed, in order to exempt them from the tax. 


If we ſuppoſe, therefore, that the perſons under fourteen years of 
age were nearly equal to thoſe above that age, we may thus diſcover 
the true numbers, e e 


— 1,405, 602 


The whole people, — _ — — 2,087, 843. 


But, to the taxables i — | — 1,405,602, 
Add an equal number for thoſe under fourteen, for concealed tax- | 
ables and beggars, — | — 1,405,002 ; 


And we ſhall find the total inhabitants to have been 


Such then were the numbers of the people of England to whom 
Chaucer told his tales. And thus it appears, that the population 
of England, at the demiſe of Edward III. in 1377, was much ſu- 
perior to the populouſneſs at the Conqueſt, in 1066. Yet, what a 
picture of private miſery, and of public weakneſs, does ſuch an in- 
creaſe diſplay during a period of almoſt three hundred years! We 
here ſee the powerful operation of the cauſes of depopulation, which 
have been collected by Dr. Campbel, in order to ſupport his hypo- 


_ theſis of a decreaſing populouſneſs, during feudal times. But, were 


we to admit that one-half of the people had been ſwept away by 
the deſolating plague of 1349, as Dr. Mead ſuppoſes; or even one- 
third, as Mr. Hume repreſents, with greater probability, we ſhould 
find abundant reaſon to admire the folidity of Lord Hale's ge- 
neral argument in favour of a progreſſive population, becauſe that 
circumſtance would alone evince, that there had been, during that 
long effluxion of time, a conſiderable increaſe, in different ages, of 
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The . of contemporary writers would, etl $, lead us 
to conſider thoſe early reigns as times of great populouſneſs. Amidſt 
all that depopulation, whence England could have ſcarcely con- 
tained ſeven ate and two thouſand fighting men, Edward „ 
was enabled, partly by his high renown, perhaps more by the hope | 
of ranſoms, to collect ſuddenly, in the ſpring of the year 


1360, a hundred thouſand men, whom he tranſported in eleven 


hundred veſſels to France. It did not, however, eſcape the ſaga- 
city of Mr. Hume, When he reflected on the high pay of the 
Gee that the numerous armies mentioned by the hiſtorians of 
thoſe days conſiſted chiefly of raggamuftins, who followed the 
camp for plunder. In 1382, the rebels, ſays Daniel*, ſuddenly 
marched towards London, under Wat Tyler and Jack Straw, and 
muſtered on Blackheath ſixty thouſand ſtrong, or, as others ſay, a 
hundred thouſand. And in 1415, Henry V. invaded France with 


a fleet of ſixteen hundred fail, and fifty thouſand combatants, with 
whom henotlongafter won the famous battle of Agincourt". Hiſtory 


is filled with ſuch inſtances of vaſt armies which had been ſuddenly 
collected: yet we ought not thence to infer, that the country was 


overſtocked with inhabitants. The ſtatute of the gth Henry V. 


recites, ** that whereas, at the making of the Act of the 14th of 
Edward III. [I 340] there were ſufficient of able and proper men 
in each county to execute every office; but that, owing to peſtilence 


and wars, there are not now [1421] a ſu ufficiency of reſpon}ible perſons 


to act as ſheriffs, coroners, and eſcheators.” Thus the parliament 


refer to a period, as a ſtandard of populouſneſs, which we have ſeen 


was by no means populous. The laurels which were won by 
Henry V. are well known, ſays the learned obſerver on the ancient 
ſtatutes'; but he hath left us, in the preamble of onè of his ſta- 
tutes, moſt irrefragable proof, that they were not obtained but at 
the deareſt price, the 1 of the country. The facility with 
which great bodies of men were collected only exhibits for our 


| inſtruction a picture of manners, idle and licentious, and ſhews us 


only, 
And. Cum: vol, i. p. 191. Hume. Hiſt. vol. ii. p. 465—97.. + lk 
Ric. II. P. 245" K And. Com. vol. 3 p- 5 | £63 312. - 
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only, that the moſt numerous claſſes of mankind exiſted in a con- 
dition, which is not to be envied by thoſe, who, in better times, 

enjoy either health or eaſe. And Mr. Hume has remarked, that, 

as ſoldiers were then inliſted merely for a ſhort time, they lived in 
idleneſs all the reſt of the year, and commonly all the reſt of their 

lives; becauſe, by one ſucceſsful campaign, they gained, either 

from plunder or from ranſoms, what was ſuppoſed to be a ſmall 


fortune; which was a great allurement to enter into the ſervice. 
The period from the acceſſion of Henry IV. in 1399, to the 


proclamation of Henry VII. in 1485, may be regarded as the moſt, 


diſaſtrous in our annals, becauſe a civil war, remarkable for the in- 


veteracy of the leaders, and for the waſte of the people, began with 


the one event, and ended with the other. Doctor Campbel has 


collected the various circumſtances of” depopulation ; which tended 
to prove, that the numbers of inhabitants, which before they began 
had been already much leſſened, were in the end greatly reduced 
by a ſeries of the moſt deſtructive calamities. Univerſal deſolation 
enſued. The monuments of more ſettled times were demoliſhed. 
The country was laid waſte. Cities ſunk into towns; and towns 


dwindled into villages. Owing to all theſe cauſes, the value of 
lands fell from five-and-twenty years purchaſe, which it had been 


at the demiſe of Edward III. to ten years purchaſe, in the reign 


of Edward IV. And, what ſhews with deciſive evidence the extent 
of the deplorable evils, which during that period afflicted a miſerable 
people, is a circumſtance which hiſtorians have remarked with 
regard to the cruel devaſtations of the Goths, when they overturned 


the Roman empire; that in ſucceeding ages, various things were men- 


twned as newly introduced, which in truth had been common many years 
before. The juſtneſs of this general repreſentation, gloomy as it is, 
and ſad as the events muſt have been, is confirmed by the recital of 
the act of 4th Henry VII". inflicting the penalty for decaying houſes. 
of huſbandry :—* Whereas great deſolations daily do increaſe by 
deſtruction and pulling down, and wilful waſte of houſes and 
towns, and laying to paſture lands which cuſtomably have been 


uſed 


* Hiſt. vol. ii. p. 497. Pol. Survey, vol. ii. p. 441—3 Ch. 193. 


which is publiſhed at large in the Appendix to Pickering's Statutes, vol. Xxili. 
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uſed in tillage ; whereby idlenefs, which is the ground of all miſ- 


chiefs, daily doth increaſe: for, where in ſome towns two hun- 


 dred perſons were occupied and lived by their lawful labours, 
now they are occupied by two or three herdmen, and the reſidue 


fall into idleneſs ; and the huſbandry, which is one of the greateſt 


commodities of this realm, is greatly decayed, churches deſtroyed, 
and the defence of this land againſt our enemies outward greatly 


bon OI 


impaired.” If, however, this repreſentation is conſidered as a ca- 
ricature rather than a portrait, it may ſtill be regarded as a curious 


diſplay of the opinions and practice of the times [1489.]J _ 


It is very difficult to determine, whether population continued 


to decreaſe from 2,811,204, the inconſiderable numbers of 1 377, 


through the whole of the ſubſequent century of diſtractions; or 


whether it did not revive and increaſe during particular periods of 


peace. If we may rely on the ſtatute of Henry V. before recited, 


the people had waſted from 1377 to 1421 : During the reign of 


Edward IV. they probably augmented nearly to their former 


ſtandard: And we may infer from the compariſon of the num- 


bers in 1066 with thoſe of 1377, which had plainly riſen to 


a conſiderable amount, notwithſtanding every intervenient cauſe of 


depopulation, that there were rather a greater proportion of inhabi- 


tants in England at the proclamation of Henry VII. [1485] than 
there had been at the demiſe of Edward III. [1377]. It is how- 
ever demonſtrable, that population began to riſe from the deceaſe of 
Richard III. and continued a rapid progreſs during the ſubſequent 
Ws RR | 


With regard to one of the darkeſt queſtions in the hiſtory of 


England, it may be conjectured, that the ancient villeyns muſt 


have gained their freedom during the foregoing civil war, long in 


its duration, though perhaps happy in its conſequences, as to the 


improvement of our conſtitution, and the ſecurity of the ſubject *. 
VVL; | Owing 


hs en — — ; ; 2 
„ 


— * 


" It is curious to remark, that Jack Cade avowed to the commiſſioners ſent him 
by Henry VI. in 1450, that his aim was to amend whatever was ami, and to make 


the poor Commons happy. The paper, which Cade ſoon after publiſhed, under the 
title of The Requeſts of the Great Aſſembly in Kent, expreſsly requires, ** that the | 


Statute of labgurers be ſo regulated by the king and his council, that they may not be 4 


intolerable a burden to the Commons of England.” [See Kennet's Complete Hilt. 
of Eng. vol. i, 403-] ES 5 
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celebrated policy of modern times. 


0g | 


Owin g to the previous paucity of inhabitants, the numerous armies, 


which for half a century deſolated the nation, muſt have been 


neceſſarily compoſed of the loweſt orders. And we may ſuppoſe, 
that the men who had been brought from the drudgeries of ſlavery, 


to contend as ſoldiers for the honour of nobles, and the rights of 


kings, would not again deſcend from their ranks, by exchanging 
the ſword for the plongh. There were few villeyns in England, 
probably, at the acceſſion of Henry VII; at leaſt it is known there 
remained very few during the reign of Elizabeth. And, the great 
body of the people having thus acquired freedom, and with it 


comfort, they alſo gained, from the concluſion of the civil wars, 
all the bleſſings that every where reſult from an orderly adminiſtra- 
tion of law and government. | 5 ; 


The whole policy of Henry VII. neceſſarily tended to promote 


a vigorous population. The chancellor Morton's ſpeech to the 
Parliament of 1488*, confirms the juſtneſs of this obſervation : 


And, becauſe, faid he, it is the King's defire that this peace, where-- 


in he hopeth to govern you, do not bear unto you only leaves to- 


ſhade you in ſafety, but alſo bear you fruit of riches and plenty, 


his Grace prays you to take into conſideration matters of trade, as 


alſo the manufactures of the kingdom; and to repreſs the baſtard: 


employment of monies to uſury and unlawful exchanges, that they 


may be turned upon commerce and lawful trading: and likewiſe, 
that our people be ſet on work on arts and handicrafts, that the 


realm may ſubſiſt more of itſelf; that idleneſs be avoided, and the 


draining out of our treaſure for foreign manufaQures ſtopped :. 


but you are not to reſt here only, but to provide further, that. 


whatſoever merchandize ſhall be brought in from beyond the ſeas, 


may be employed upon the commodities of this land; whereby 


the kingdom's ſtock of treaſure may be ſure to be kept from being 
diminiſhed by any overtrading of the foreigner. We have here 
a demonſtration, that Henry and his miniſters fully underſtood the 
It was no hard matter, ſays 
Lord Bacon, to diſpoſe and affect the parliament. in this buſineſs. 
They paſſed a great variety of laws, which that illuſtrious hiſtorian: 


enumerates 
—— — 4 


En 


1 8 — — — > Ln OM. — Sh I's 0 
- g — 8 ASI — n 3 — 8 — — = —.— — > _ — => 2 3 . 
. „ e 8 8 a o 1 hrs? oh, — . — — een — — — — — — 7 — — — P ůT—— 2. ˙ é. „ r n ; 2 — , 2 — 
= 1 TEE rye” * 8 mm — . ms ha" * — — > 2 —— r r — " — * — * . : _— 
a : 55 > . — — — n en 2 — 24 n * — n Res <A - * = 5 3 — — — — — abc. — — - - - m 
3 SS r — — mY r Dn ů r 5 5 — * — — — * n - Q : - —_ « 
r £ - ** — , — — — « 22 . * — — * N — - ee et hae — „ ä _— — es ga en 3 — ” — A 
- — — ę(—Ä— — 82 — ey * 6 - — ” ” . weed 8 _ * ** ad - WY 


— 2 L - 8 — 
r wa 
l 2 M rr 
E ͤ ——P— OE 
— — . 2 ow — - 
w eo eo; 127, 
8 on me; — a PR 
5 — or 8 
” 


— 
— 2 


r 
—— ann —_ 
a a = 2 
hb 
* — 
o 
2 * * 2 * 


Wer p. 5947. 


L104 


— ͤN— — — — 


— 


enumerates and explains with his uſual perſpicuity and force? ; all 
tending, in their ſingular policy, twards the population apparently 


ond the military forces of the realm certainly. The per ſevering rigour, 


with which that monarch executed the laws, eſpecially that ex- 
cellent one againſt the retainers of the great, as well as the riots of 
the little, is well Known. The: ſimilar policy of the immediate 
ſucceſſors of Henry VII. muſt have naturally produced ſimilar 


effects. The encouragement, in the ſubſequent reign, of agricul- 


ture, of manufacture, and of commerce; the annexation and final 
ſettlement of Wales; but, above all, the ſuppreſſion of the religious 


houſes, whence were diſcharged ten thouſand monks and nuns! 


all muſt have produced in the end a. conſiderable. population. It 


was indeed the legiſlative faſhion of that reign, to conſider our 
cities and towns as tumbling into ruins, and to provide a remedy * 
for the rebuilding of the old, and the erection of new habitations. 
But on thoſe laws Anderſon remarks? „that they ſeem to have pro- 


ceeded rather from a temporary humour of We Houſe of Com- 


mons, than from any real decreaſe, as it is impoſſible that our 


principal cities and towns could be decaying, while the nation in 
| generes was increaſing, though lowly, i in commerce and wealth. 


Having thus ſhewn the commencement. of an inereaſ ing ple 
tion, and traced a conſiderable progreſs, it is now time to aſcertain 
the preciſe numbers. From the proclamation of Henry VII. to 
the acceflion of James I. this nation was governed by miniſters 
remarkable for extent of talents, rather than for greatneſs of 
birth. And, during the intereſting reigns of the Tudors, inquiries 


were therefore made into our political economy, and documents 


have been tranſmitted for the uſe of the hiſtorian and theoriſt, 
which perhaps no other N can boaſt. F rom the enumerations 
„„ I LB dior, He hs of 


Lord Augleſey, who is ſuppoſed to have 8 in n a tract, intituled, 
The happy future State of England, thinks there were maintained al] together, * 


che convents of England and Wales, 50, ooo perſons;“ and he calculates, that 
there had been reſtrained from marriage, and conſequently from effective procre- 


n. before the diſſolution of the monaſteries, about 150,000 perſons. 
7 b. Hen, VIII. ch. * 1 Com. v * I. p. 370—1. 
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Raleigh moreover aſſerts, that there was a general 
review made in 1583, of all the men in England 
1 of — arms; and theſe were found to 


population of the reign of Elizabeth, Mr. Hume has bewildered himſe 


U 195 1 
of the reign of Elizabeth, we are now enabled to aſcertain nearly 


the . of her people. 


Harriſon, who has left us an elaborate . of England 
during that reign, gives us the reſult of the muſter. of 1 574-5. 
when the men it for ſervice, or fighting men, were found by enu- 


meration to amount to  — e! 


adding withal, at it was believed a_ full 8 : 
had been omitted. Notwithſtanding 0 
of this number, ſays Mr. Hume, the ſame „„ ERTLINS 
complains much of the decay of populouſagſs :. Co... 
complaint | in all ages and places. Sir Walter 


"8 1 


| Whether hard 1 — two. enumerations hap! the f Tt" J 


men, one in 15 9555 and another in 1 583. which, ads BY the. 


politics and preſſu 
admitting that there had been only one enumeration, and that 


res of thoſe times, is extremely probable; or, 


Harriſon and Raleigh confounded the years; we e two ere . 
dible e to an e. fact, that 10 457 


* 


In '5 i 1 the 32 men, according to an n enumeration, amounted to 1,172,000 3 5 


© „ en, 45 nope, e | 
wn If we deduct the population, of 1377, . . = . CH 2, Br 1,000, | 


96363 „ 


which, multiplied by 45 gives us nearly the men, nt 4,688,000. 


_— — 


the reſult will thew us the increaſe of two centuries, 1 | 1,877,000. 


But, as Wales was included in the enumerations of 

157583, and not in that of 1377, the population „ 
Wales ought to be deducted, to give us the real 5 . 
creaſ ce. wh m—_ 468.8 $00. FE 


* i 3 2 
FN. — 


: 1,408,200. a 
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2 Hiſt, Bs v. p. 481, 1 quotes Harriſon” $ Deſcription of Britain 

Invention of ſhipping, cited in Hume's Hiſt. vol. vi. p. 1 8 

* By endeavouring to collect every circumſtance that could throw li ur on 1 80 
. and his 

P 4 133 reader. 


have we found, that the people of England had gained more than 
one-half. to their numbers in two centuries, or rather in one, 


1 


-- — —— ——— eee 


OS: | . 
| 1 3 
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The number 468,800 is affigned as the then population of 
Wales, becauſe Murden has publiſhed” an abſtract of the able men 
in England and Wiles, whereby it appears, that the latter con- 
tained about one-tenth of the able men of the former. Thus 


LY 


from 1485, when, for reaſons which have been already given, 


population may be faid to have revived, to 1 583, notwith- 


ſtanding the depopulation of foreign and domeſtic war, the de- 
vaſtations of peſtilence, and the habitual debility of an op- 


what force there is in the generative faculty of man, what accu- 


o reader. He has ſtated the accounts of Harriſon and Raleigh, without perceiving 
ts ſixty, form nearly the one fourth of every people. He ſtated, from the Lives of 


the Admirals, the militia of 1575 at 182,929, and then. gives, from Murden's 
State Papers, the military force of the kingdom in 1588, during the time of 


ſtates the inhabitants of London at 4 80. ; Which are about the twenty- fourth 


numbers delivered by Sir Edward Coke. There died in 1593, in the ninety- 


preſſed people. In this remarkable augmentation, we perceive 1 


. 


mulations 


aN 3 
3 


"IR 


1 „„ 5 * * 6 — 
AS - Wy * * q * „ Ales. * 
1 bg 2 


DIR SS 


o 4 a — Wk. 4 9 * 
8 2282 . / Bey OBE + EX: 
HA LI OR GRAD” A Mags TI WI STE 


that they confirm each other, or that the fighting men, or males from ſixteen 
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the Spaniſh invaſion, amounting to 111,513 able-bodied - but, he doubts if this 


could be the real number, "becauſe he miſtook the able-bodird of Murden for 
the fighting men of Harriſon. He juſtly reports, from the Commons Journal 
of the 25th April 1621, That Sir Edward Coke had informed the Commons, HR 
how he and Popham, Chief Juſtice, had been employed by Elizabeth, in 1899, „ 
to take a ſurvey of the 283 England, and that they had found them to be, „ 
of all ſorts, 900,000.” ut the Parliamentary Debates of 1620—1, vol. i. p- 317, OE 


apply the ſame tranſaction to the city of London only. And Sir R. Cotton's „ 
may p. 200, ſupports the accuracy of the Debates againſt the Journal; yet = 2?! 
of "oP 4111 real The reſidents of London were then nearly one-eighth of the 


ſeyen pariſhes within the walls, and the ſixteen without (beſides 421 of the plague) 
3,508; and the next year 3,478 (beſides 29 of the plague.) Now, if the average 


of theſe two years, 3,493 is multiplied by 32, becauſe the city was then as health- 
ful as the country, or as Norwich now is, we ſhall ſee in the reſult the numbers. 


of the capital of England, while Elizabeth was endeavouring to- prevent its in- „„ 


— 


leigh. [Camp. 


creaſe by her proclamations, to have been 121,776 of all ages and ſexes. By an Ei 
actual enumeration. it appears, that they had encreaſed, before the year 1631, to 1 
130, 178. [See Graunt's Obſerv. on the Bills of Mortality, p. 27—39-] So that „ 
we may conclude, there was no foundation for Mr. Hume's difficulties; and 
that the number ſtated in the text exhibits the whole people of England du- 
ring the reign of Elizabeth. Mr. Peck has preſerved a paper, which, by prov- . 
ing that there were muſters in 1574 —5, confirms Harriſon's account. [ Deſid. „ 
Curioſa, vol. i. p. 74-] It is a known fact, that there Was an enumeration of the 5 
mariners of ia, Lg in 1582; Which correſponds with that mentioned by Ra- 
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mulations chere are in native population, except when both are 
checked by obſtructions, overpowering and reſiſtleſs. We have 
here a freſh proof of the ſolidity of Lord Hale's argument for a 
progreſſive augmentation of mankind, and indeed of every animal. 


5 An from the foregoing facts, it appears to be a fair deduction, that 


| 2,8 1 1,000, 


07 fre 77 to 1575, the gle of England, 72385 — 
am — — 15408, ooo; 


in two centuries * bY — 


:ople of England in 1575 — — — 4,688,000, 
2 from 1575 to 17755 bave produced — — ——— b 


= 7,036,000. 


—— 


| 1 if added to the numbers in 1 575, mes the whole 
to have been e 62 1 aa 


| Such then were the numbers of the fighting men, and of the in- 
habitants of England, during the reign of Elizabeth : ſuch was the 
power wherewith that celebrated princeſs ſpread the renown of 
the Engliſh nation, and defended its independence. But, it is the 
ardour with which a people are inſpired, more than their numbers, 
that generally conſtitutes their real force. Animated by an en- 


thuſiaſtic enmity againſt Spain, which the abortive attempt of 


the armada had inſpired, the Engliſh nation, rather than the Eng- 


2 


lich court, adopted the arduous deſign of conquering, the kingdom 
of Portugal for the baſtard Don Antonio: and twenty thouſand 
volunteers enliſted themſelves in this romantic enterprize, under 
thoſe famous leaders Norris and Drake. An effort, which 


ſhewed the manners of the age, more than its populouſneſs, ended 


in diſappointment ;| as might have been foreſeen, if enthuſiaſm 


and reaſon were not always at variance. In the year 1599, an 


alarm being given of an invaſion by the Spaniards, the Queen 
equipped af 


eet and levied an army, in a fortnight, to oppoſe them, 
Nothing, ſays Mr. Hume, gave foreigners a higher idea of the 
power of England than this ſudden armament : yet, he remarks, 
that it would be no paradox to affirm, that Ireland could alone 
exert at preſent | 17 6a a greater force than all the three Fingdoms 
were capable of at the death of Queen Elizabeth*. 
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The natural chearfulneſs of honeſt Stowe led bim to fee and to 
repreſent the ſtate of England, during the reign, of James I. as it 
really was. He days, that it would in time be incredible, were 
therè not due mention made of it, what great increaſe there is, 
 within'theſe few years of peace, of commeres and wealth through- 
out the kingdom; great building of royal and mercantile ſhips, 
the repeopling of cities, toums, and- villages, beſide the ſudden 
iugmentation of fair and coftly buildings. Lord Clarendon ex- 
hibits a picture equally. flattering of the condition of England du- 
ring che peaceful years of the ſubſequent reign, Hiſtorians confirm 
the aſſertions of ,theariſts, that the commerce, and agriculture, and 


indduſtry of the Engliſh encreaſed extremely during the peaceable 


period of Charles's adminiſtration'. And it has been already 
ſhewn, how much their opulence had been augmented by an 
extended manufacture and traffic; and conſequently, how many 
muſt have been added to their numbers from the commencement 
of the ſeventeenth century to the beginning of the civil wars. 
The general inference which may be drawn, with regard to an 
mcreaſe of populouſneſs, from the greater demand for labour, and. 
_ conſequently for a proportional ſupply, is confirmed by a ſort of 
evidence, that wiſe men regarded in thoſe days as ſatisfactory, if = 
not deeiſtve. But, Major Graunt appeats to have been the firſt, Ss 
who applied the pariſh regiſters of births: and burials to the im- 1 
zortant uſe of their original deſign. Th Obſervations on the Bulls of _ = 
Mortaliey which he publiſhed in 1676, were received by the phi— i 
loſophers of that age with an avidity,. which a new. mode of in- 
duction, that has aht and experiments for its foundation, always: 
 Infpires. The Lord Chief Juſtice Hale remarked of them, be- 
cauſe he was ſtruck with the force of their proofs, that they give a. 
greater demonſtration of tbe gradual: mcreaſe f mankind, than a. 
hundred notionat arguments can either evince or confute, That kind, 
of evidence, therefore, which ſatisfied, the cautious Lord. Hale, 
ought not ſurely tobe contemned. nom on {light objections. Spe- 
_ enlations with regard to a. mere queſtzon , fact, may at all times be 
either confirmed or diſproved by an appeal to the pariſh regiſters;, . 
which, containing 4 collection of fatis with regard to births and . 
e peace, dee burials, 7 
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burials, may be regarded as the beſt evidence that the nature of the 
enquiry.edmits.. And from that ſource curiofity may at leaſt be 

ſatisfied, if judgment is not convinced, with reſpe& ta 
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From this detail, and other evidence *, it clearly appears, that 
London, which had been no great city at the commencement 
of Queen Elizabeth's reign, had doubled in its numbers from 
the æra of the enumeration of 1575 to the beginning of the 

civil wars, notwithſtanding the Piöhibittons of that 3 and 
8 | her two immediate ſucceſſors. Animated by his zeal of reſearch, 

— Major Graunt ſeems to have been anxious to apply the fame 
= mode of proof to the kingdom, which, had enabled him to throw 
„ fo much light on the internal economy of the capital. But, 

TN correſpondents were not actuated by his ardour. 
Owing to his diligence, however, we are enabled to take a ſlight 
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_ Contraſt the chriſtenings and burials of a country pariſh in 


Hampſhire *, „neither famous for longevity nor the contrary,” 
at the epoch of the before-mentioned enumeration 1575, and at 


* 


the commencement of the civil wars. 
| | | # Average 
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* Graunt in Birch, p. 7. ' 
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of G. pariſh it may be moreover . 55 that it doubled ! in 
its numbers during the two centuries from 1575 to 1775, © though 
We had loſt i in the mean time no inconſiderable manufacture. 


Having chus delivered the regiſter-· evidence of 'thels che pa- 
riſbes, i in . Devonſhire, and Kent, as giving a ſuffi- 
cient view of the moſt eaſterly, ſoutherly, and weſterly parts of 
England, ” Graunt proceeded ', with great ability, to divide the 
people into their claſſes, to ſhew their gradual increaſe, and to 
demonſtrate how. eafily the country could ſupply the capital with 
numerous recruits, without any ſenſible diminution, = 
It is curious to obſerve, that with whatever approbation thoſe 

_ defective averages were received by the wiſeſt men of that day, 
they would be little attended to at preſent, owing to their narrow- 

neſs of ſurvey more than from any want of exactneſs. The dif- 
fuſion of philoſophy never fails to diſpel the vapours of credulity; 
and, as — nt n over ignorance, caution 8 * 
the 
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the direction of inquiry. Vet, let us do juſtice to the merits of 
Graunt, who ſketched the plan, made himſelf a conſiderable pro- 
greſs in political arithmetick, and taught others to finiſh the noble 
deſign, which he had ably begun. Ws 


The rapid-progreſs of population during the peaceful period 
of the reign of Charles I. which has been thus evinced, was 
probably ſtopped by the confuſions and diſtraction, the proſcrip- 
tions and terrors of the civil wars, more than by the ſlaughter 
of battles or the famine of fieges. Yet, the change of manners, 
and the intermixtures of the higher and middling ranks of the 
eople by marriages, induced the gentry, and even the younger 

E of the nobility, to bind their ſons apprentices to mer- 

chants, and thereby to ennoble a profeſſion that was before only 
gainful; to invigorate traffic by their greater capitals, and to 


extend its operations by their ſuperior knowledge: hence, ſays 


Mr. Hume, commerce has ever fince been more honourable in 
England, than in any other European kingdom. And the expe- 
rienced Child was induced, from his attentive obſervation of the 


 kindlyanfluence of that ſalutary alteration, to remark, that there 
were in 1688, on the Change, more men worth Y. 10,000, than 
there had been in 1650 worth /. 1600; that L. 50 with a 


daughter was in the latter period deemed a larger portion than 
L. 2000 in the former,” We may thence conclude, what indeed 
has been already proved, that the commerce and riches of Eng- 
land did never, in any former age, encreaſe ſo faſt as from the 
Reſteration to the Revelution. The activity of men eſtabliſhed 
many new manufactures of iron, braſs, filk, hats, glaſs, chryſtal, 


paper, and other fabrics ; ſeveral of which, having been gained 


from, abroad, muſt have brought ſkilful and diligent people 
with them *. And from theſe circumſtances we may infer, a con- 
fiderable augmentation of inhabitants, the more important to the 
ſtate, becauſe they were the moſt induſtrious. If we ſhould inſti- 


tute a compariſen, ſays the Lord Chief Juſtice ' Hale, between the 


preſent times [1670] and the beginning of Elizabeth's reign [1558] 


which is not above one hundred and twelve years, and compare 


the number of trained ſoldiers then and now, the number of ſub- 
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dee Anderſon's Com. during that period, i Origin of Mankind, p- 237. ä 
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fidy men then and now, they will eaſily give us an account of a 
very great multiplication of people within this kingdom, even 


to admiration. Of the truth of a gradual progreſs, with little 
interruption, there can be no doubt. But, it appears that none 


of the calculators of an age, fruitful in philoſophers, conjectured 


within a million of the truth with regard to the numbers of the 


WE: e 55 N 15 
By calculation and compariſon, whereby he inferred that the 


capital contained one-fourteenth of the kingdom, Graunt was 
enabled to ſtate the proportional inhabitants of both as follows: 


In 1575 — 460,000 — 3,980, 0 —— 6, 40, oo. 


Sir William Petty" followed his track; and by a ſimilar com- 


putation, in which he finds the capital to be one-eleventh of the 


© kingdom, ſtated the population of both as in the following detail: 


e | * London. England. | | Both, A 
In 1565 — 77,040 —— 35,526,929 ——— 6,603, 969 
10682 —— 669,939 —— 7,309,230 ——— 8, 039, 160. 


—— — : 


It is unneceſſary to point out the improbability and extrava- 
gance of thoſe calculations. The data and experience of thoſe re- 
ſpectable citizens were not equal to their talents and their dili- 


gence. Mr. Gregory King ſoon after appeared, who, to a genius 


by nature formed for ſuch reſearches, added a minuteneſs of en- 


quiry, and a ſolidity of judgment, ſuperior to any perſon of an 
age, which produced many conſiderable arithmeticians. He who 
was conſulted on difficult occaſions by a Board of Trade where 
Mr. Locke fat could have been no mean man. And, as his abi- 
lities were embelliſhed by modeſty, ever the attendant of real 


genius, he permitted his writings to be publiſhed by another, 


who has indeed done juſtice to his fame. Doctor Davenant laid 


before the public, in 1699, Mr. King's Natural and Political Ob- 


ſervations on the State of England. The calculations therein con- 
_ i = tained, 
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hd » * 8 — a 


® In Birch, p. 22. * InBirch, p. 67. | But, Sir W. Petty, upon further 
enquiry, ſound, that there are of men, women, and children, in England and 


Wales, about fix millians.“ [Verb. Sapienti, publiſhed by N. Tate in 1691, p. 3.] 


— 
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_ tarned; ay: 


ſays his editor, are very accurate, and more perhaps to be 
relied upon than any thing that has ever been done. This ikilful 
and laborious gentleman, continues Davenant, has taken the right 
courſe to form his ſchemes about the numbers of the people; for, 
beſides many different ways of working, he has very carefully 


inſpected the poll- books, the diſtinctions made by the acts [of 


Parliament * impoſing the poll- tax] and the produce of money of 
the reſpective polls, going every where by reaſonable and diſcreet 


mediums : beſides which pains, he has made obſervations: of the | 


very facts in particular towns and places, from which he has been 
able to judge and conclude more ſafely of others; ſo that he ſeems 
to have looked farther into this myſtery than any other perſon. 
And Davenant was ſo well convinced of the truth of what he thus 


aſſured the 8 that he retracted the opinion of the populouſ- 
neſs of Eng 


and, Which he had formed five years before from the 
looſer calculations of Petty, and adopted the more judicious ſpecu- 
lations of King; becauſe, be had examined them very care- 
fully, tried them by ſome little operations of his own upon the 
ſame ſubject, and compared them with the ſchemes of other 


_ perſons, who take pleaſure in the like ſtudies*.” And to the 


praiſes of Davenant, the learned of foreign nations have added 
their approbation, ſo honourable to the object of it, becauſe it 


was merited. 


That Mr. Gregory King concurred with Lord Chief Juſtice 


Hale, in maintaining the notion of a progreſſive population, 4 10 
withſtanding the ravages of plagues, and great mortalities, and the 
caſualties .of emigration and the ſea, has been already mentioned, 


It will at leaſt exhibit a ſingular coincidence, though it may add 


* 
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* * 2 William and Mary, chap. 6, for granting certain duties on marriages, 


births, and burials, including the pariſh poor. This act, which appears to have 


been made by legiſlators who thought their country overſtocked with inhahitants, 
and that population ought to be diſcouraged,” may be ſeen in the Appendix to Pick» | 


ering's Statutes, vol. xxiii. The whole money, which that impolitic tax brought 


into the Exchequer, in five years, was only C. 229,812. 6s. 74.7; which amounted, 
on an average, to the petty ſum of £.::45,902.: 98. 4d. a year. MSS. Harley.) 
? Daven, edit. 1699, vol. vi. p. 15—25. E e 


3 114 1 


little to certainty, if we rompare the reſult of Mr. King's cal 
culations with the ſtatements from the enumerations before 


mentioned. G it for r Gat nee had been in * 


he found by calculations, that there 
' Nao e e 9 | PR! 
vie By the ; official return it appears, for 3 0 ; | 
there 17 7 : 

In 1 277 — 9 25,87 1,204. 

+ 2y: Ade theſe the one-fourth of 440, ooo, 1 e 
— being Mr. King's ſtatement of in- | 
ccCreaſe during the foregoing century — I 10,000. 

In . the numbers ought to have been — — 8 


The difference 3 the calculation 


the ſuppoſed number in 1500, ” nt et 
found that there were FS +) FEES, 


1 1680 FFC TTT — ee. 


By the enumeration 5 | e 
55 57 5 there were diſcoverel.— — 4,690,696. 
v5 Add one-fourth of 780,000 — — 195,000. 


In 1600 the nnen ought to have been — 4,88 5,096. 


T he Jiference between the calculation. 5 ts | 
We enumemtion — — 15 * 265,696. 


4 8 
r * 4 


, 


With che Ne abilities, 1 th > every mio 
that could be derived from the hearth-books, the aſſeſſments on 


of n in W to have been at the Revolution 1,349,586 ; 
which, 


and the enumeration. 5 ae 378,796. 


4 By adding the increaſe of the intervenient century — m 5 75056000 
| FS eee to TR a mn | > 37840, oo, 


marriages, births, and burials, Mr. King calculated the number 


1 : | 2 Dav . V Vorks, edit. 1699, p · 22— 3 | | 


SK 
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would ſhew ſo great an increaſe in 115 years as — 1, 905, 379. 


1 ws 0 ; 


which, at 4 perſons in each, ſhewed the numbers of people in 
Br. Davenant, four years before Mr. King ho- 


noured him with the communication of his moſt ö 


accurate calculations, ſtated *, from the hearth-hooks 


of 1690, the number of houſes in England at 
1,319,215; Which, multiplied by fve, the number 
allowed by Dr. Price in each, ſhewed the people to 


have amounted to „„ ethos ard ere — 6,596,075. 
Were we to deduct from this laſt lum — — 4,690,696, 


A I I 


which were the numbers of people in 1575, the reſult = 


_ — 


But, it has been debated, with an anxiety which the ſubject did 
not require, whether Davenant intended to ſtate the number of 


 drwellings, or dwellers; the number of houſes, or houſeholds. By com- 


paring Davenant with himſelf, Mr. Eden has very acutely 
ſhewn, that he wrote houſes and houſeholds ſynonimouſly : for in 


his Eſſay on Ways and Means, p. 121, he ſays: It appears 
from the hearth- books, that the families in England are about 


thirteen hundred thoyſand.” In the ſubſequent page, he ſtates, 
of the thirteen hundred thouſand houſes that are in England, it 
appears from the books of hearth-money, that five hundred 
thouſand are cottages with one chimney.” There was then no. 
inaccuracy in Davenant, becauſe the ableſt writers of that age 
wrote in the ſame manner houſes and houſeholds ſynonimouſly, 
though diſputes have lately grown out of his apparent confuſion. 


- We meet with this form of expreſſion in Lord Hale, when 
ſpeaking on this very ſubject: The ſingle city of Glouceſter,” 
ſays his Lordfhip*, ©* contains within the walls at this day [1670] 


hauſes and houſeholds more than at the Conqueſt.” | 
So our Poets uſed houſehold to ſignify a family living together*, 
In his own church he keeps a ſeat, eng HL ns 
5 Jays grace before and after meat; 
X And calls, without affeCting airs, 
His houſehold twice a day to prayers. Sw1rT. 


yn 0 "OY Of 


MM. 


„ 


on Ways and Means, publiſhed in 1695, P. 76-7). 


_ eher 
Mankind, p. 236. Hr. Johnſon's Dict. * N 


: Oh 216 J 


Ahe one a 7b man” Fer ug 15 his mma" en Hane ol 
Should build a wond'rous ark, as thou beben ei 
To ſave himſelf and houſehold from amidſt | 


ras 8 + ö a 
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Two 2 both alike i in e 9277 x n 
In fair Verona, where we lay our 8 I ente 
8 From ancient Ir grudge r to new chaps = > 03 I, St; 


N rh 


. ok LET us 8 the different ſtatements of different men, in 
order, by a general average, to aſcertain nearly the numbers of the. 


and through the darkneſs of confuſion, reſulting from various. opi- 
1 a njons, we may. be able to trace the dawn of certainty, and to per- 


ſeldom beheld. 


MI. King's n e — | famille, at 4s. — 5.500, 520. 


Dr. Davenant's jo 1,319,215. . Houſes, by Dr. Price” oy 
3 : 6 multiplier of -$. 


D >. 1,319,215 1 De by. Mr. . 


multiplier of 512 — J Nager. 


1 | HT... We — ſuppoling them ani 3 1 
4 4 e wg by Mr. King's multi- |} © 38338: 
q | 8 | rages | plier of 47 e,, I 
5 | Dr. Davenant's — 1 1,300,000 po families, at + 1 — 3, 300, ooe. 
| Dr. Halley's — 1 175,951 — houſes in 1697, by df 
= „ % bie multiplier of 5 


5879, 755. 


| JF . by Mr. Howlet's multi- Chß́§]ſ 
| N ry 2545) : apa] 2 7 of. IT... = bf 6,3465135. 


A 


| " | . k 1 | — — — 
PP 42,124,584. 


The: average of theſe "bed Kms — 6 6,017,797. 


And fix-millions were probably. the numbers of the people of 
3 * the reign of | INE On e they were 


rather 
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people, at the Revolution; at leaſt during the reign of King William : Y 


ceive the aa truth, ſo difficult of e and ſo 
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KEN. . [ 117 1 
rather under mat ſum at the beginning of it, and be more than 
fix million at the concluſion of it. From che probable amount 


* « Mr. Jenrbbey, the Poet 450 Ambsladbr 100 reid of Trade, "RR from | Mr: 
Gregory King to the Board of Trade, in September 1697, a very accurate detail. 
of The En. Hoſpitals and Alms- Houſes in England. From this preciſe ſtatement 
it N N that the number of poor-houſes was 1104; which contained 4465 / 
s of charity: that the annual charge of ſupporting them was Le J e ; 
that their yearly revenue was C. 165,000. 


But, Mr. King ftated the eien of the people of England as follows ; I ” ä 


In London — — — So, ooo 
In cities and towns B ͤ — $90,000 
In the reſt of the 1 wage Wer Dug == | 42000, 000" 


A 41 5 1 8 1 1 r 
Now, this cinder i is ; I90,000 fewer than the amount publiſhed. by Davenant, 


18 a 


— ___o_ 


5,400,000 IH, 1 


Nr ame 7 y9v od 


Mr. King afterwards added, it ſhould ſeem, the poor, the tranſient, and the va- 
| gabond, which make the two accounts correſpond. Sir John Dalrymple was oo 


judicious a collector of State Papers, to paſs over in ſilence ** the curious report of 


an, inquiry which was made in 1689, by the royal command, in order to find out 


the proportion between Churchmen, Diſſenters, and Papiſts.” From this paper, 
which he found in King William's cabinet, he Wer the number of Frrebolder r: in 
England as follows: | 
| Conformiſts, ' Non-Cinformiſts, Papiſte. 
Province of 9 — 2,123,362 — 93,151 — 11,878 
b of York. — — 353,892 — 255525 — 1,978. 
1 2,4777254 — 108 8 — 13.856 
5 108,675 
13,856 


In en 3 2,599,786 
According to which account, the proportion of Conformiſts to 
Nonconformiſts, is — — 221 to one. 
Conformiſts to Papiſts — — 178 12 to one. 
Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts to Tebis —— to one. 


4 appears from this intereſting paper, that the i inquiries in.the province a Can- 
terbury had been very minute; that the account of the province of York was 
only a calculation formed from the former, by ſuppoſing, that as York paid a ſixth 
part of the taxes of Canterbury, the firſt province muſt contain one ſixth of the 
freeholders of the laſt, | _ the Appendix to. the MAES of Great Britain and 
lreland, Part II. P. I2.] 

Mr. King 
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| 120 years. N 
The increaſe in a century and a fifth — 1, 32), ol; 


which ſhews us an augmentation altogether conſiſtent with rea- 
ſon, and with facts. From 1377 to 1575, we have already be- 
held an increaſe of 1, 408, 200, though, during the firſt of thoſe 
two centuries, the people ſuffered from the principal ſcourges of 
mankind, war, both foreign and domeſtic, famine, and peſti- 
lence; though, during the laſt, the inhabitants of England only 
f began to. taſte the comforts of life. What force then muſt there 
be in the principle of procreation, and how difficult to prevent 
the accumulations of population! There muſt have been a ve 
conſiderable increaſe of people, during the peaceful periods of 
the ſubſequent century and a quarter, as there aſſuredly were con- 
ſiderable defalcations, owing to a variety of cauſes. The plague 
continued its ravages from 1575 to 1666, when it ſeems to have 
happily diſappeared *. During the peaceable and proſperous 
_ reign of James I. nine thouſand lives were abſolutely loſt in the 
ſettlement of Virginia, the moſt ancient ſettlement on the Ame- - 
rican? coaſt. From 1629 to 1640, upwards of twenty thouſand 
perſons emigrated to New England *, beſides thoſe who ſettled 
_ . „„ Maryland 
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Mr. King ſtates the Freeholders of the better ſort at — — 40,000 
„ the Freeholders of the leſſer ſort at 150,000 
Farmers? —‚—„¶ 150,000 
_ Gentlemen — — 
Eſquires — — 
— 


Knights 


ii 


3 


Baronets * | 
Lords [temporal 160, ſpiritual 
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Now, admitting all theſe to have been Freeholders, there is ſtill ſo great a de- 1 
fciency, when compared with the liſt before · mentioned, as to throw diſcredit on | „ 
the whole calculation. As there can be no diſpute about the term freeholder, as 1 
there has been with reſpect to Davenant's houſes and families, the enumeration | 
in King William's cabinet would ſeem to denote even a higher population than 
.¾ ͥ ³ ß Ao eee: 1 | 2 
HBirch's Bills of f N N where. ? See Political Annals of the = 
preſent United Colonies, vol. i. p. 60... 2 Ibid. 166. ee 1 
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Diſc. on. Trade, p. 172. 


blance of truth. 


Two] 


Maryland and the WeſtIndia iſlands. During the twenty years 
of diſtraction, from 1640 to 1660, the progreſs of domeſtic popu- 


lation ſtopped. © Another great ſwarm of inhabitants,” ſays Sir 


Jofiah Child *, who lived at the time, ** tranſported themſelves, or 
were tranſported by others, to the ſaid plantations upon his Ma- 
jeſty's reſtoration.” That the nation would, in the firſt place, be 


diſpeopled by colonies, which would in the end revolt, had in 


every age been objected to colonization. But, that able writer claſſed 
the objection, bat our plantations depopulate, and conſequently im- 
poveriſb the kingdom, among the common proverbial errors.” On 
the other hand, Mr. Arthur Young has an idea, which is. one of 
the greateſt, and at the ſame time the juſteſt, that was ever con- 
ceived by man: He ſays, that had the millions, and tens of 
millions, which have been expended on the original ſettlement and 
ſabſequent protection of the colonies, been laid out on the me- 
lioration of England, this kingdom would have had at preſent 
double the quantity of cultivated lands, and double the number 
of uſeful inhabitants.“ Inſtead, therefore, of an increaſe of 
1,327,101 of people from 1575 to 1695, there had probably been 
an augmentation of 1,400,000, had the energy of the nation been 
turned on its own improvement, rather than on the fruitleſs cul- 
tivation of diftant deſarts. After making ** allowances for the 


caſualties of plagues, great mortalities, the ſea, and the planta- 


tions,” which Davenant thought ſo reaſonable as not well to be 
controverted,” Mr. King ſtated the a:nount of augmentations 
from 1600 to 1700, at 880,000 ſouls. Yet, ſo difficult is it to 


approach to accuracy on the intricate ſubje& of population, with - 


out the aid of enumeration, that Davenant * aſſerted in 1698, 
«© there are undeniable reaſons to be drawn from political arith- 
metic ſhewing that ſince the year 1600 we are increaſed in 


number of inhabitants about 900,000*.” And the late Sir James 


Stewart, 


7 


1 * — 8 add. g r 1 3 — * 
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v. Vol. iii. edit. 1698, p. 396. 
© Major Graunt informs us, “ that upon exact enquiry, and a conſideration of the 
bills of births and burials, he had found the country of England, exclufive of Lon- 


don, had increaſed in Tear” # ere T600-to 1644, (oc, ooo people. [Obſerv. 
in Dl 


” 


on Bills of Mortality rch, p. 22—3.] Theſe calculations, owing to the de- 
ficiency of the data, ought to be conſidered, however, as containing only the ſem- 


I 


* 
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Stewart, the moſt accurate and profound of, writers on \ fuch lub- 
jets,” having given his approbation to the ſtatements of both, 
concludes ; could matters be kept at that ſtandard, of about a 


million in à century, 1 fhould prefer it by far to a more rapid 


| multiplication, becauſe it is an indication of vigour; "Rd" 1 longer £ 
ag er is e the better. oe 3535 


The ableſt Wiesen bay a in n afferting; that the one- 

8 Garth of a people ought to be regarded as the men proper for 
war. Mr. King ſtated the number of fighting men in England, 
at the Revolution, at 1,308,000 males, between ſixteen and ſixty. 
If the whole inhabitants in 1695 were 6, ooo, ooo, the number 
of fighting men ought: te have been 1, 500, 00. In giving an ac- 
Count of the affairs of that intereſting period, Sir John Dalrymple 
remarked, that chree· and- twenty regiments having been or- 
dered to be raiſed in June 1689, were completed in fix, weeks: 
for England, by a long peace, was filled with men impatient for 

| war, becauſe they loyed its glories, and knew not its miſcries.” 
= It is the happy choice of topicks, and the pertinent remark, 
A ſhewing the condition in which mankind exiſt, with the princi- 
_— : ples of their conduct, which diſcriminate the profound. hiſtorian 
1 Asrom the uncircumſtantial annaliſt. Vet, admitting that three- 
4 {+ age and-twenty thouſand men had been thus ſuddenly levied, / from 1 
among thirteen or fifteen hundred thouſand fighting men, this ef- 1 
Fort can afford but a ſlight evidence of an overflowing populou ſneſs. 1 
= That inconſiderable levy ought not to be compared to the ſixty 5 
A + thouſand combatants whom Henry the Fifth conducted to glory, 
= or to the hundred thouſand/warriors who. were Carried by. the re- 
1 nown of Edward III. into France, or even to the twenty thou 
= and volunteers who followed Norris and Drake to the con- 
4 6 queſt of Portugal. In calculating the numbers of a people, we 
= muſt always conſider attentively the ſtate of ſociety in which 
1 they exiſt; whether as hunters, as ſhepherds, as huſbandmen, as 1 
manufacturers; or as in a mien anden, dane ey of 325 = 
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The American tribes, who furniſh a picture of the loweſt ſtate, 


require an immenſe deſart to gratify their petty wants: though 
their numbers are few, they can fend a large proportion of 
fighting men againft their enemies, becauſe the old men and the 
women only remain in the villages. The Aſiatic Tartars, who 
being chiefly ſhepherds, repreſent the ſecond ſtate of ſociety, ſend 
vaſt / bodies of men into the field; becauſe every fighting man goes 
forth with his wife, his children, his flaves, and his cattle. And 
the ableſt writers have therefore inferred, that the Goths, the 
Vandals, and the Huns, who overturned the Roman empire, 
ought to be regarded as colonies emigrating from the northern 


Hide, rather than as regular armies, marching againſt the devoted 
objects of their avarice or their hate. Yet, the ancient Scythia 


and Sarmatia could not have been ſo powerful as the modern 
Ruſſia and Poland, which are not populous countries, becauſe it is 
cultivation that always multiplies mankind, fince it every where 
furniſhes food. Hence we may perceive with what truth the 


hiſtorian attributed the eaſe wherewith men were levied in 


1 or . "I OT CEN 2 # „ TE . 77 "S422 3 
1689 to manners*, rather than to populouſneſs ; to their impa- 
ches „ at# 11s apt DO e e 
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The clamour with regard to the poor, and the burden of the poor-rates, havin 
attracted the notice of the Commons in 1696, they referred it to the Boar 


of Trade to conſider of the fact, and to report the remedy. From the Draught 


of a repreſentation of the Board, propoſed by Mr. Locke in October 1697,” we may 
perceive the condition of England during the reign of King William; we may de- 
termine as to the truth of the picture by what we ſee and hear at preſent. The 
multiplicity: of the poor, ſays Mr, Locke, “and the increaſe of the tax for their 


maintenance, is ſo general an obſervation and complaint, that it cannot be doubted 
of; nor has it been only ſince the laſt war that this evil has come upon us : it bas been 


a growing burden on the kingdom theſe many years: and the two laſt reigns felt 


the increaſe of it as well as the preſent. If the cauſes of this evil be looked into, 
we humbly conceive it will be found to have proceeded not from the ſcarcity of 


proviſions, nor from want, of employment of the poor o ſince the goodneſs of 


God has blefſed'theſe times'(yith' plenty, no lefs than the former: and à long peace 


during thoſe reigns, gave us as(plentiful à trade as ever. The growth of tie poor 
mult therefore have ſome other cauſe : and it can be nothing elſe but the relaxation of 
diſcipline and corruption ;_ virtue and iuduſiry being as conſtant companions on the 
one fide, as vice and idlene are oh the dther.“ It need only be remarked, that 


were the Board of Trade at preſent to deſcribe the condition and prineiples of the 


lower ranks, thay could not uſe; ſtronger expreflions. Of the higher orders Dave- 
in 1698, << that luxury is ſo deeply rooted in this nation, th 
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ſhquld we prohibit the Eaſt India, we ſhould go to European markets for te 
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IVol. iii. p. 48. 
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kene .for war, becauſe hey loved its ks more than the 


drudgeries of peace. Had one-fourth of the fighting men of 
England followed the experienced Schomberg to Ireland, in the 
manner of a Tartar hord, with their women and ſervants, what an 


army had they formed! We learn from Sir Jofiah Child, that it 


was a queſtion agitated during the reign of Charles II: If we 


have more people now than in former ages, how came it to paſs, 


that in the times of Henry IV. and V. and even in prior times, we 
could raiſe ſuch great armies, and employ them in foreign wars, 
and yet retain a ſufficient number to defend the kingdom, and to 


cultivate our lands at home ? I anſwer firſtly, ſays that judicious 


writer, The bigneſs of armies is not alwa\s a certain indication of 
the numerouſheſs of a nation, but ſometimes rather of the nature 
of the government, and diſtribution of the lands ; where the prince- 
and Jords are owners of the whole territory, although the people 


be thin, the armies upon | occaſion may be very great, as in 


Feſſe and Morocco: Secondly, Princes armies in Europe are be. 
come more proportionable to their purſes than to the numbers. 
of their people.” Thus, we find little in the writings of the mo- 
derns that can be conſidered as altogether new: they are occupied 


generally with ſentiments that had often occurred to former wri- 


ters, with objections which had been often raiſed, and wines con- 
futations that had ſucceſſively been repeated. 


The Revolution may juſtly be regarded as the event in our 


annals the moſt memorable and intereſting; ; becauſe its effects have 
been the moſt happy with regard to the ſecurity, the comfort, 


and proſperity of the people. Vet, Dr. Price and others have 


infiſted, with a plauſibility and a force which preclude the charge 


of intended paradox, that every cauſe of depopulation ; a devouring 
capital, the waſte of wars, the drain of a ftanding army, the emigra- 


trons to the Colonies, the engroffing of farms, the inclaſing of commons, 
the high price of provifions, and an unbounded luxury; all had con- 
curred fince. that fortunate æra to diſpeople the nation; whoſe 
numbers. have decreaſed a million and a half, and continue to de- 
creaſe. When cauſes of depopulation-are mentioned; we naturally 
refer to thoſe principles which neceſſarily govern the increaſe or 


diminution. of mankind; when facts are mentioned as corrobora- 


tive proofs, woe are in the ſame manner led to examine their 


authenticit V. 85 I 5 0 
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The Lord Chief Juſtice Hale formerly, and Sir James Stewart 
and the Count de Buffon lately, conſidered man, as to his bodily 
faculties, merely as an animal, directed by the fame inſtincts, and 
urged by the ſame motives of procreation as other animals, and, 
like them, ſubſiſted afterwards or deſtroyed by ſimilar means. 
Among the irrational claſſes, we ſee the young ſupported by the 
mother till they are able to provide for themſelves : The off- 
ſpring of man, as we have all felt, are maintained during their 
childhood and youth by the parents, who divide with the objects 


of their tender care the means of their own' ſubſiſtence. It is 


inſtin&, then, which is the cauſe of procreation ; but it is food 
which keeps population full and accumulates numbers. We 
behold the force of the firſt principle in the vaſt numbers of ani- 
mals, either of the fiſh of the ſea, the fowls of the air, or the beaſts 
of the field, which are yearly produced : we perceive the effential 
conſequence of the laſt from the multitudes that annually periſh 
for want. Experience has ſhewn to what an immenſe extent the 


domeſtic animals may be multiplied, by providing proportional 


ſubſiſtence. In the ſame manner man has been found to exiſt 
and to multiply in exact proportton to the ſtandard of his means 
of ſuſtenance, and to the meaſure of his comforts. How few are 
the wretched people whom our voyagers diſcovered ſhivering in 
the blaſt and pining in miſery around the ſouthern extremity of 
America! The ſavage tribes who hunt over that extenſive con- 


tinent are known to be more populous, becauſe they are bleſſed 
with more ample food and raiment. Yet, the moſt potent body 


of the American Indians cannot be compared, as to numbers, with 
the Tartar hords of Aſia, who derive their ſupport, not only from 
the productions of the earth, but from the cares of the ſhepherd. 
How inconſiderable, however, are the numbers of the moſt- 
potent nations of Tartary, when contraſted with the prodigious 
populouſneſs of their neighbours of China, who find that ſub- 
ſiſtence which a barren ſoil has denied them in an unremitting 
induſtry. And univerſal hiſtory ſeems to demonſtrate, that every 


people have increaſed or diminiſhed in proportion to the means of 


exiſtence and comfort which they enjoyed either from nature or art. 
During the celebrated times of antiquity, the citizens, who alone 


were free, derived their ſupport, not indeed from their own dili- 
gence, but from the labour of thoſe whom they had overcome in 
battle. During the ſubſequent centuries of ſuperſtition, whole com- 
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5 munities were maintained in idleneſs by 1091 miſtaken charity of 


the devout. In the progreſs of ah e and of freedom, men 
were gradually * = by wants which they found no one ready 


to remove; and, being at length forced to labour, as the only FE 
mode of gratification, they derived in the end not only t phyſical — 
neceſſary, but real independence, from the ſiucat of their brows... I 
Such were the; conſiderations which induced Sir James Stewart 
to conclude, that wants promote induſtry; induſtry gains food; and 
od increafos numbers: Among the ancients, men laboured becauſe 
they were ſlaves to others; among the moderns, every one labours 
| becauſe he is a ſlave to his own paſſions. When mankind had been 1 
thus induced to labour, fince they were free; when by cultiva- = 
tion the earth has poured out plenty, which all may enjoy, as each nv 
has learned that he has an equivalent in his power, we behold the = 
energetic. principle of population exerting its active powers of 
production: and here we diſcover the origin of barter, of huſ- | 
bandry, of manufacture, of commerce. What numbers were aſ- — 
ſembled on the marſhes of the Adriatic, by a deſire of ſafety, amid DER 
the wreck of the Roman empire, and were afterwards augmented _ 
by diligence! What multitudes: were collected in the free cities = 
of Italy, during the barbariſm of the thirteenth century, by means MR 
ol induſtry and traffic! What greatneſs and renown were acquired. 1 
by the Hanſe- towns of the Baltic, in the ſubſequent age, through x 
the inſtrumentality of an active commerce and navigation! What = 
populouſneſs, and opulence, and ſplendour were gained by the 15 
Netherlands in the following century, by their energy, their ma- 
nufactures, and traffic, while England was yet unhappily debili- 
tated by her political ſyſtem, perhaps more than by her civil wars! 
Hence Mr. Hume juſtly concludes, that if we would brin | 
ſome. determination the queſtion concerning the eee, ee of 
ancient and modern times, it will be requiſite to compare both 
the domeſtic and political ſituations of the two periods, in order to 
judge of the facts by their moral cauſes; becauſe, if every thing 
elſe be equal, it a natural to expect, that where there are the 
wiſeſt inſtitutions, and the moſt happineſs, there will alſo be the 
molt pegple.. a 
It was with a view to ſuch a compariſon, that the opinions of 
Sir Matthew Hale, of Mr. King, and Dr. Campbel, were re- 
viewed, in order to diſcover the real foundation of each, in reſpect 
to an increaſing rannlatzen., or to a Edd decline. And p Was 
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found by a far examination of circumſtances, that there was great 
truth in the reſpective reafonings of thoſe eminent writers; who 
did not fo much differ in the effence of things, as in the form of 
words, expreſſive of ſentiments. An increaſe of no more than 
811,204. of every age and a Gags Bi effluxion of three cen- 
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briefly the pritcipaFoccu rrences in our hiftory fince the Revolu- 
tion, that could have cither continued the former progreſs of our 
population, or have promoted a gradual decline. of 
The Revolution. did not produce ſo. much any alteration- in 
the forms of the conſtitution, as it changed altogether the maxims 
of the government, Which have every where ſo great an influence 
er er een nee 
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on the principles of the people. Vet, ** thence. a new ra is 
ſaid to have commenced, in which the bounds of prerogative 
and liberty have been better defined, the principles of g vernment 
more thoroughly examined and underſtogd, and the rights of the 
ſubject more explicitly guarded by legal proviſions, than in any 
other period of the Engliſh hiſtory. One article alone, in the Decla- 
ration of Rights, was worth, on account of the conſolation which 
it muſt have adminiſtered to the lower orders, the whole expence 
of the enſuing war: That exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, 
1 exceſſive fines be impoſed, nor cruel and unuſual puniſhments 
| be inflicted.” It has been juſtly remarked by philoſophers, that ſe- 
verity of chaſtiſement has as natural a tendency, to debaſe man- 
kind, as mildneſs to elevate them. It was not ſo much from the 
declaration, that the levying money without conſent of Parliament is 
unlawful, that private property. was ſecured, as from the impartial 
adminiſtration of juſtice, which has ſince regularly flowed. from the 
independence of the Judges: A tation that was not, however, 
abſolutely certain till the preſent reign ; when a young, monarch, | 
with an attachment to real freedom, which merits thoſe high com- 
mendations that poſterity will not withold, recommended to par- 
liament from the throne the ſtability of the Judges, as one of 
the beſt ſecurities of the rights and liberties of his ſubjects. No 
compariſon can ſurely be inſtituted between the free and com- 
fortable condition of the people ſince the happy Revolution, and 
the ſlavery and miſeries of their anceſtors during any prior reign 
to the Norman Conqueſt. Honeſt Anderſon * did not forget to 
give © a brief view of the eſtabliſhment of that free conſtitution, 
as it did certainly contribute greatly in its conſequences to the ad- 
vancement of our induſtry, manufactures, commerce, and ſhip- 
ping, as well as of riches and people, notwithſtanding ſeveral ex- 
penſive and bloody wars. The hearth- money was ſoon after 
taken away; being a great oppreſſion, ſay the parliament, of the 
poorer ſort, and a badge of ſlavery upon the whole.” During the | 
- tame ellen, the firſt ee was given on the exportation of corn: „ 


8 


Blackſt. Com. vol. i. p. 213. Com. vol. ii. p. 199-95. 
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Ho much,” fays that laborious writer, „this bounty has con- 
tributed to the improvement of huſbandry, is too obvious to be 
diſputed: and accordingly, the year 1699 has been noticed as 
the epoch of the laſt great dearth of corn in England. A flou- 
riſhing agriculture muſt have neceſſarily promoted populouſneſs in 
two reſpects; by offering encouragement to labour; by furniſhing 
a ſupply of proviſions at once conſtant and cheap, which were 
both extremely irregular in former times. The act of toleration, 
which was at the ſame time paſſed, by giving eaſe to ſcrupulous 
conſciences,” neceſſarily tended to promote our induſtry and traffic, 
and conſequently the progteſs of population: for, we may learn 
from Sir Joſiah Child how many people had been driven out of 
England, from the riſe of the Puritans in the reign of Elizabeth, 
to the bleſſed æra of toleration. C 
On the other hands, it has been already ſhewn how much the 
eight- years war which grew out of the Revolution diſtreſſed the 
foreign trade of England. As King William employed chiefly 
the troops of other nations; as the profligate and the idle prin- 
___ cipally recruited the army; as humanity now ſoftened the rigours 
of war; it may be juſtly doubted if we loſt a greater number 
by the miſeries of the camp, than were compenſated by the arrival 
of refugees, Who ſought ſecurity in England. And of this opi- 
nion was Dr. Davenant', who: was no unconcerned ſpectator of 
thoſe eventful times. Yet; it is a known fact, that the taxes 
which were ſucceſſively impoſed, did not produce in proportion 
to their augmentations. Were we to attribute this unfavourable 
circumſtance to the inability and preſſures of the people, more 
than to the novelty of contributions, to the enmity of many 
againſt the new government, and to the diſorders of the coin, we 
ought undoubtedly to infer, that the impoſition of additional 
burdens neceſſarily ſtopped the augmentation-of numbers. Never- 
theleſs, internal traffic flouriſhed in the mean. time. In 1689, the 
manufactures of copper and braſs were revived, rather than in- 
troduced. The Sword- blade company, which ſettled in Yorkſhire, 
© brought* aver foreign workmen,” The French, refugees im- 
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provet the fabrics of p 
_ arid alamodes ; which were ſo much 


encouraged by parliament, 


that the weavers hall ſo greatly increaſed in numbers as well as 


in inſolence, before the year 1697, that they raiſed a 1 in 
London againſt the): wearers'of Eaſt India manufactures The 
eſtabliſhment of the Bank of England in 1694, by nz 


public and private circulation,” produced all the falutary effects 


that were originally foretold, becauſe it has been conſtantly ma 
naged with aa prudence, integrity, and caution beyond example. 


By giving encburagement to fiſheries in 1695, 4 hardy race muſt 


have been greatly multiplied: and by encouraging, in 1690, the 


making of linens, ſubſiſtence was given to the young and the old. 
The concluſion of every lengthened war deprives many men of 
ſupport, who are therefore obliged to re- enter into the com- 


pet itions of tht world. Vet, Dr. Dauenant affured the Marquis 


of Normanby, in 1699, <« tliat we really want people and hands to 
carry on the — linen manufactories together.“ Ad- 

mitting the truth of an aſſertion, of which indeed there Hehe rea- 
ſon to doubt, the obſervation is altogether conſiſtent with facts 


and with principles. In leſs than two years from the peace of 


Ryſwick, the diſbanded idlers had been alb engaged in the manu- 
factories which we have ſeen eſtahliſhed, and in the foreign traffic 


that has been ſhewn to have flouriſhed ſo greatly from that epoch to 
the demiſe of William. Now, what does the poſition of Dave- 


nant prove, more than that uncommon demand never fails to create 
remarkable ſcarcity, till a ſufficient ſupply. has been found. And 


Sir Joſtah Child was therefore induced, a hundred years ago, to 


 Iyit down as a maxim; Sweb'as our” employment is for people, ſo 
many well our people/be. Were we now to: compare the circum- 
ſtance mentioned by Sir John Dalr ymple, of the raiſing of three- 
and-twenty regiments in fix weeks, during the year 1689, _ 
the fact ſtated. by Dr. Davenant “ of the ſcarcity of hands 
1699, we ought to infer, that an alteration! of manners, owing te "nm 
| whatever Cauſe, had in the mean time taken place; that the idle 
having become induſtrious, the lower orders of men had learned 
Do yo} | from 
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from experience, to. prefer the gainful employments of peace to 


the leſs profitable adventures of warfare. 


Vet, admitting that the moral cauſes before-mentioned had na- 
turally produced an augmentation of numbers during the reign 
of William, we ought here to remark, that the people who chiefly 
ſhared in the felicities, and were incommoded by the factions of 


- thoſe times, muſt have drawn their firſt breath prior to the Re- 


volution : the middle-aged, and the old, who enacted the laws, 
and as miniſters or magiſtrates carried them into execution, muſt 


have been born during the diſtractions of the civil wars, or 
amid the conteſts of the adminiſtration of Charles I: and the 


lant youth, who fought by the fide of that warlike monarch, 
muſt have firſt ſeen the light ſoon after the Reſtoration. It was 
the check given to the progreſs of population, by the twenty- 
years animoſities of the civil wars, which muſt have occaſioned 
that paucity of numbers, which Mr. King found in England 


when he made his calculation for 1688. It was owing to the 
Increaſe of births after that year, which probably gave riſe to the 


augmentation towards the demiſe of that prince. And the 


children who were born during his reign, formed“ the youth 


among the people,” under the adminiſtration of King George I. 
But, it ought here to be ſtated, as a circumſtance that may 
be ſuppoſed to have checked the progreſs of population, that there 

had been actually raiſed, though with ſome difficulty, on about fix 


millions of people, in thirteen years", L. 58,698,088. 19s, 8d. 


There 
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here were most er bortowed during the foregoing g 
reign, at an intereſt of ſix and ſeven per cent — . 44,140,801 3 34; 
of which there were repaid during the ſame reign — 34, 134,024 6 2 


» 
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Debt contracted by King William, due at Lady-day 1702 . 10,006,776 17 1+ 
Add to this the bankers debt, contracted by Charles II. 69 * 
which was afterwards liquidated by Parliament at * : 45 3 5 


| National debt at the acceſſion of Queen Anne L. 10,671,039 17 1+ 
if we take the average of the whole ſum of — — ts 58,698,688 19 8, 
raiſed during the reign of King William, we ſhall  ———————, 
acquire a pretty exact idea of his annual income; 7567996 TS or 
wy Daduct King James's annual income? 2,061,856 7 92 


ho The balance ſhews how much more the people of 535 


England were burdened with taxes in die „ ee ©: 0 


liam's reign, than they had ever been before 


It has nevertheleſs been ſhewn, that manufactures flouriſhed in 


the mean time; that there was a great demand for labour; that 


the foreign traffic and navigation of England doubled from the 


peace of Ryſwick to the acceſſion of Queen Anne: at the ſame 
time that Doctor Davenant * ſtunned. every coffee-houſe with his 


declamations on the decay of commerce: ſo different are the de- 


ductions of theory from the informations of experience.  _ 
A new war enſued, ſtill more bloody and glorious than the 
former, which may have again interrupted the purſuits of in- 
duſtry, by impoſing new burdens, = checked the progreſs of 
from hoſtility. Vet, both public and private men derived con- 
. 5 15 ſiderable 


9 W Lt WET rr 
” . 7 
Po 


Miss. Harley. fist. of Debts and Taxes, p. 7. 


The revenue of King William, during the years of peace, may be Rated at 


only C. 3, 35 55 c o; of Which one million was to ceaſe before 1700, _ | 
+ Hiſt, of Debts and Taxes, p. 6. See before, p. 6. See his works. 
every where, Yet, Davenant. thus defcribed the ſtate of the nation about the 


peace of Ryſwick : The great export England has had during this war, has given. 
a good prise to all commodities of our own growth; upon which ſcore rents have 


been all along well paid, Till laſt year. [1696-7] in the country manufactures. 
proceeded briſkly : wages have been very high; and, generally ſpeaking, tenants, and 
the whole middle rank of men, were much at their eaſe; (peradventure we may. 
ſay, in great plenty for the firſt ſeven years of the war). —The decays in trade, which 
the war may haye eccaſioned, have been moſt ſenſibly felt in London, which de- 


pends upon foreign traffic, profeſſions, and handicrafts, which cannot. flouriſh in a. 


* 
* 


due of war, (al. l. pub. 1698, P. 93-4] 


7 by the interpoſition of the various miſeries reſulting 


N. 


ſiderable advantages from the ſalutary meaſures of the late reign. 
The recoinage of the ſilver muſt have produced an exhilarating 
effect on induſtry, in the ſame proportion as the debaſement of 
coin is always diſadvantageous to the labourers, and diſhonourable 
to the ſtate. The revival of public credit at the peace of Ryſ- 
wick and the riſing of the notes of the Bank of England to par 
muſt have augmented private confidence, at the ſame time that 
they invigorated manufacture and traffic. Owing to an increaſe 
of circulation, the natural intereſt- of money began» to fall at a 
time when no great balance of trade flowed into the nation. The 
miniſters were thereby enabled to borrow money for the public, 
in 1702, at five per cent, and during the war at never more than 
_ fix. And the natural intereſt of money having continued thus 0 
2 compared with former times, the Parliament enacted, 
„that it ſhould not again riſe higher than five per cent, as 
bak been already mentioned. Thus, England gained, during the 
preſſures of war, ** that abatement of intereſt by lau, which Sir 
Joſiah Child“ rather too fondly inſiſted, during the preceding age, 
would produce ſo many benefits to his country: the advance of the 
price of lands in the purchaſe; the improvement of the rent of farms ; 
= mcreaſe of foreign trade; the multiplication of domeſtic artificers ; 
the promotion of general thriftineſs ; the employment of the poor; 
and the encreaſe of the flocks of people. Though all thoſe important 
conſequences did not probably follow the reduction of intereſt 
which that excellent citizen ſuppoſed, we may draw this practical 
inference from an acknowledged fact that the induſtrious claſſes 
found themſelves little embarraſſed in paying the taxes which the 
operations of war required. The“ famous treaty with Portugal,” 
in 1703, undoubtedly promoted a greater export of our woollen 
manufactures, and conſequently animated domeſtic diligence. Our 
internal traffic was facilitated, in 1704, by giving the ſame reme- 
dy on inland bills, as the holders of bills of exchan ge had always 
enjoyed. The union with Scotland, in 1706, muſt have promoted 
the ſubſequent population of England : by conſolidating the diſ- 
Jointed parts into one ſolid maſs, conſiderable power muſt have 
been added to the whole, becauſe in all compreſſion there is force: 
and the former contributed thenceforth more than its Proportion of 
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And. Com. vol. ii. p. 212 »Diſcourſe on Trade, 1693, p. 11—12. 
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the great. 


univerſal population, that the ſupplies granted during the reign of 


„„ 
rectuits for the armies of Britain. Anderſon did not neglect to 
notice the uſeful reviſal, in 1710, of the ancient aſſize of bread 
and ale [1266] becanſe ** it was ſo neceſſary for our labourers 
and artificers, as well as for all other people.” Whatever number 
of lives were loſt during the wars of William and Anne, it ſeems. 
certain”, ſays that induſtrious compiler, ** that the manufacturers 
of England did irreparable damage in the mean time to the 
French, by robbing them of many of their beſt manufactures, 
wherewith they had before fupplied almoſt all Europe.” It is 
now equally clear, whatever it might have been formerly, that our 
foreign traffic was little interrupted by hoſtilities ; that our navi- 
gation was augmented, before the return of peace, at leaſt a 
hundred thouſand tons more than it had been at the beginning of 
the war, and the value of our merchandizes exported at leaſt a 
million*. The foregoing details throw an unavoidable ridicule 


on the furious party-centeſts during the laſt years of Queen Anne, LL 
in reſpect to the condition of our commerce; as if the proſperity Tz 


or the decline of manufacture and trade were influenced by the 


ability of ſtateſmen. The labourer and the ſailor only look for - 


employment, the mechanic and the merchant. only inquire for 


cuſtomers, without caring who are the rulers from whom they = 
enjoy protection, becauſe they ſeldom gain from the conteſts. of 


5 Vet, we ought to remark as a weighty circumſtance, which 
may have affected general induſtry, and conſequenlty checked. 


— 


Queen Anne, amounted to . 69,815,457. 11s. 3d. : the ex- 


ceiving the public accounts, amounted to J. 65, 85 3, 799. 85. d.: 
and the national debt had ſwelled, before the 41ſt of December 
EIT CT OC Sy et: ney . 50, 644, 306 13 643 
on which was paid an annual interſttäüĩ!ĩ!„c?ꝙ 

of! — — F. 4,1903 10 $4« 
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| * Com. vol. ii. p. 251. | 4 Ander. Com. vol. ii. P · 263. 2 See 
before, p. 11. Camp. Pol. Survey, vol. ii. p. 543. O Cunningham's- 
Hiſt. National Debts, p. 80 ; which gives a particular ſtatement: 5 


* 


3 


N 
A 
* E 
8 P 
n 
A 2 
1 a 
7 n * * 
F 
e 
N 2 
a7; 22 4 
72 IRE SA 
5 
> af 5% > 
rr 2 
e 
er 
e * 
**. 4 3 
1 
1 1 
TY 
A 
MAZE Ly 
2a ap. So SHA 
e 
n 
n 
s i Re” 
3 00s EUN 
7 | 
a 3 4 
S 
© NE 1 
„ a” Ants 
» be 
MOBS 
+; m0 
hr, > - 
Gs 2-4 
r 
5 * 
5 NS 
: 9 
1 we — 
__— 
s 
* * * 
8 
DANG 
WA * . 
is T7 
4 V 5 
* * 
WI 
Sy 
r 
p 4 * * 
+06 
AF IE 0 
22 1 
N 5 
* "#26 
88 
xa 
1 * 
N 
0.17% 3138 
2% —4 ” 
8 ao 
N 5 
ä . 2. 1 
r 
Y LIES 
. By " 
: Ws 
- WP 
N FR 
y (4 
i 55 
* * 1 0 
of: TS 
EIN | 
8 
7 * 
2 
1 * 
7 
1 
5 et 
N 
a 
8 
1 8 
8 
x £1 — 
2 
EZ ; 
3 
8 
. 


DIE 
e 


. 
1 5 +. > 
9 


= VV 
72700 PEI 1. 
3 ">. r 
ee 
8 e 


pences of the war, as they were ſtated by the commiſſioners for re- —_— 
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The taxes annually levied. on the people during the foregoing. 
reign may be calculated from the average -of the nett ſums paid 
into the exchequer in ö the years I 7078-9 — 10, amounting to 
C. 5,272,758. The public revenue had now been divided into 
the glablhſbed income, as the inland duties, the exciſe, and the 
cuſtoms; and into annual grants, as the malt and the land tax. 

The inland duties, conſiſting at the demiſe of the Queen of fifteen 
diſtinct heads, were all managed by diſtinct commiſſioners, and 
may be eſtimated at the yearly amount of /. 453. oo, from an 
average of the years 170% 8—-9—10. The exciſe, properly fo 
called, and collected under the peculiar management of the com- 
miſſioners of exciſe, conſiſted of twenty-ſeven different articles, 

and may be calculated, from the ſame average, at J. 1,629, 245, in- 

cluding the duty on malt. And we may thence determine how much 
it may have obſtructed labour, and checked the progreſs of population. 
The nett cuſtoms ariſing from ſhipping conſiſted now of forty- one 
different branches, and may be calculated from an average of fif- 
teen years, from 1700 to 1714 incluſive, to have amounted to 
L. 1,352,764. Having enumerated © that ſad detail of taxes, the 
hiſtorian of our debts exclaims: Can we wonder at the decay of 
our commerce, under ſuch circumſtances? Should: not we rather 
wonder that we have any left? But, what regard is due to a con- 
fident concluſion from defective premiſes, or to a general inference 
in oppoſition to authentic facts? It has been already demonſtrated*, 
that in no former effluxion of time did the manufactures and 
trade of England flouriſh ſo much, or amount to ſo large an extent, 
as at the death of Queen Anne, notwithſtanding the greatneſs of 
our taxes and the immenſity of our debts. And we may from 
theſe decifive circumſtances certainly conclude, when we confider 
too that the taxes had produced abundantly, that the war had 
little incommoded the induſtrious clafſes ; that the principle, of 


procreation exerted. its-powers, and an attentive diligence preſerved. __ ___.- 


5 g a numerous 


© Fhilips's State of the Nation, p. 26. Sec before, p.11. 
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a numerous progeny *, by furniſhing the conſtant means of ſub- 
It is a ſingular characteriſtic of the reign of King George I. that 
in no period of the ſame duration were there ſo many ſalutary 
laws enacted for promoting domeſtic energy and foreign trade; yet at 
no time did both languiſh more than during thoſe days of captious - 
peace, rather than decifive hoſtility. The foregoing documents have 
proved, that war is not always deſtructive to induftry or to com- 
merce. It is uncertainty which chiefly obſtructs the-diligence of 
the mechanic, and prevents the adventures of the merchant. Yet, 
Anderſon * felicitates his country, in 1714, with honeſt zeal on the 
acceſſion of the preſent royal family, © as it gave great ſatisfaction 
to our monied and trading intereſts, which thereupon aſſumed new. 
vigour : where liberty and property are inviolably preſerved,” con- 
tinues he, and every one ſecured in his religion, what can poſſibly. 
hinger ſuch a community and people from growing rich and power- 
ful?” The treaty of commerce with Spain, in 1715, muſt have in- 
ſpired with activity our traders. The prohibition, in 1716, which 
being confirmed by law in 1718, prevented any Britiſh ſubject from 
carrying on a commerce to the Eaſt under foreign commiſſions, 
turned their ardour upon more invigorating objects. The allowing 
of the exportation of Briti/h-made linen duty free, in 1717, muſt 
have given a bounty to labour, becauſe the ſaid manufacture, ſay the 
Parliament, employs many thouſands of the poor of this kingdom. 
The year 1717 forms the epoch of the famous /nking-fund, which, 
by ſtrengthening public and private credit, muſt have animated 
the ſpirit of diligence. The fiſheries were encouraged by bounties, 
which muſt have increaſed the important race of our mariners. 
The manufactories of iron, of braſs, and of copper, being conſider- 
ed as the third in extent, ſince they employed [1719] two hundred 
and thirty thouſand perſons, were promoted with the attention 
e A FR TSF ALE we V 45 which 
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»The Whigs, who publiſhed in 1711— 13, The Britiſh Merchant, in oppoſition 
to The Mercator of the Tories, ſay omg i. p- 141, edit. 12mo.] © that it is com- 
pu ted we have ſeven millions of people. This would prove a very great encreaſe 
indeed, were there much attention due to looſe ſtatements, without either calcula- 
tion or circumſtance to ſupport them. ; 
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memorable in the annals of our commerce, for the enacting of the 
was attended with more beneficial conſequences in the ſubſequent, 


operation. The ſuppreſſion of the mint, in 1723, which had long 
marks, in 1727, that nothing can more obviouſly demonſtrate 
are ſtill increaſing in wealth, people, buſineſs, and buildings. Yet, 
Lord Moleſworth.* complained, in 1721, *©* that we are not one- 
when he made that obſervation, for a general naturalization ; a 


policy of very doubtful. merit, becauſe in all ſudden change there 


would only prove, that the induſtrious claſſes were fully employed; 


F035? ] 


which was due to their importance. The continued encourage= 
ment that had been given to the fabrics of filk, the erection of 


the aſtoniſhing filk machine of Lomb, in 1719, had raiſed the 
annual value of this manufacture to be 4. 700,000, in 1722, more 
than it had been at the Revolution. The year 1722 muſt be always 


great ſtatute of Walpole, which removed every duty from the expor- 
tation of almoſtevery article of our native products; which, however, 


than in the reign wherein it was paſſed, becauſe the wiſeſt law, like 
the moſt ſalutary medicine, is not followed by the moſt immediate 


conferred peculiar privileges on the idle and the fraudulent, muſt 
have urged men to labour, and facilitated internal traffic. After 
enumerating all thoſe meaſures of encouragement, Anderſon * re- 


the amazing increaſe of England's commerce in leſs than two 
centuries paſt, than the great growth of its manufacturing towns, 
ſuch as Liverpool, Mancheſter, Birmingham, and others ; which. 


third peopled, and our ſtock of men daily decreaſes through our 
wars, plantations, and ſea voyages.” His lordſhip. was arguing, 


is conſiderable inconvenience; and he may have therefore been biaſ- 
ſed by his principle. If that nobleman intended to add his teſtimony 
to an apparent fact, that he ſaw a ſcarcity. of labour, his evidence 


and employment never fails to promote population.: now, a 
paucity of people in. 1721, muſt have ariſen from a. ſuppoſed 
check which. had been given to the gradual increaſe of numbers 
during the felicities of King William's reign. If. his lordſhip only 
meant to give vent to his laudable anxieties for his country, this 
circumſtance would lead us to infer, that great as well as little- 
minds are too apt to complain of the miſeries of the preſent. 
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Nevertheleſs, 


hs * * wa 7 ; e's 
4 WY * ä „( 2 7 . p 


: b | | Ky, : 
Com. vol. it. p. 314. . Pref. to his tranſlation of Hottoman's Franco - 
Gallia, ad edit: p. 23-4. | ; 091: 


3 ; 3 ? U 
oy ; 


— — —ö——4 — — 


[2 236 ] 


i Nevertheleſs, therowess aſſi uredlyevents during the reign of King 
Geoche 1. which thtew a gloom over the nation, and obſtructed 
general proſperity. The immediate proſecutions of the great, on 
the acceſſion of a new family, and the factious tumults of the mean, 
ought to give us a leilon of moderation, ſince they were attended 
with no odd confequences to the ſtate. The ee rebellion 
5171 5, brought with it a twelvemouth of diſtraction, without leav= 
ing the terrors of example. The war with Spain in 1718, obſtructed 

our Mediterranean commerce, though it did not long continue. 
But, it was the infamous year 1720 which diſgraced and im- 
Poveriſned the kingdom by bubbles and projects, that ought to 

be blotted from our annals, if they did not form e eee 
beacons to direct our future courſe. And theſe ſad events gave 
rife „to the general complaint and concern of the nation, for 
ſome time, on the ſubject of a decline of trade. Owing to thoſe 
murmurings, Mr. Eraſmus Philips wrote his State of the Nation, 
in 1725, becauſe “he found ſome men ſo gloomy, that they 
thought us'in a worſe condition than we really are, and that it 

- would be impoſſible to pay the public debts; ſince all this pomp 
and ſhew is nothing but tinſel, a falſe luſtre, as we owe more 
than we are worth, as our money is diminiſhed, and as we have 
little left among us but paper- credit. Againſt this doleful de- 
clamation, which ſhews that man utters in every age his lamen- 
tations in a tone nearly alike, Mr. Philips aſſerted, what expe- 
rience has proved to have been perfectly true, the certain proofs of 
the proſperity and riches gf a country; great numbers of induſtrious 
people; a rich commonalty; money at low intereſt; land at a 
great value; and a quick circulation. Yet, during the life of 
that monarch, the extraordinary grants of Parliament for the 
public | ſervice amounted to . 45,448,135. We ſhall form a 
more adequate idea, not only of the public revenue and burdens, 
but of the reſources of the nation during that reign, than has been 
before given, from ous 227 77 detail: 
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i See Wood's State 40 Trade, which was diced to the Cine, is in 1721. 
3 — to the State of the Nation, 1725, which was alſo dedicated to 
he King. 
e 3 a more particular detail in Hiſt, of Debts, Part III. p 145. The author 
remarks, that from the nett annual income there ought to 158 deducted the falt 
duty, of £. 185,595, which was then aboliſhed ; and the reſult would ſhew the real 


nett income to 105 been only L. 4355 325 


L 137 


Tue nett exciſe,” arborditig” bo! 4 medium of four years, ending 8 
at Michaelmas 2726 (exc n. che male-tan) R 5 2995 

The nett annusl suſtoms — 1880.28 27029112 

Various and e internal t taxes „„ 

Total appropriated” . — —Uäũä ñ — — 4.517 

The land tax os Fü hn pound is given for — L. 1,000,000 : 

Malt 4 in . 680,000, 1 is given for 750, 0 

2 . tte — — 750,000 
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| annual pon for current feryices — 2, 500,000 
—_ ens of collation 109 (999515 923750 en eee 


2 groſs bum raiſed dev on a the bee . * 7,224,175 


8 | T vy public eypcydimuee was as follows N 
7 Taxcreſd of of a debt of £..50,7934555» including the * of the 
_ clvil lift, which is ws nv, > — L. 2,240,983 
K civil liſt 1 — — „„ eee 3 
. „ / -. 3,0460;985 
= 2 e of -K Gaking fund. — — — 7700 3199 
= The current ſervices of the army, navy, bee. = — 


) The annual charges with current ſeryices. — — — 6 
Salaries aud other charges, at leaſt — — — 
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- Thas, during the reign of George I. the taxes had Week aug- 
mented; though the public debts were not greatly diminiſhed: and, 
= little as the extraordinary expence of thoſe days was, the ſinking fund 
| was conſtantly applied as a never-failing reſource. Let us, however, 
| with the candid ſpirit of Sir James Stewart, neither cenſure nor ap- 
prove the rulers of that reign, fince every ſtateſman mult be 
ſuppoſed ta have good reaſons for what he does, unleſs his mo- 
tives are ſhewn to be bad.” Nevertheleſs, our manufactures and 

commerce continually increaſed ; fince it has been demon- T7 

ſtrated ®, that the value of eee e which were annually 

exported, and the numbers of our ſhipping, had been greater 
at the demiſe of Queen Anne than they had been at the deceaſe 
of her predeceſſor; that both our traffe and our navigation had 
. | "DEER 


see before, The Chronological Table. _ 
K 5. 
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been more nnn at * an of King George II. than ei- 
ther had been at the arrival of George I. There muſt have been, 
therefore, a conſtant employment during thoſe Arne times, 
2. conſequently an augmentation of labourers. 
The reign of George II. will be found, with whatever ſiniſter 
events it opened, to b n promoted greatly, before its glorious 
end, the induſtry of the nation, and conſequently the numbers 
of the people. The reduction of the intereſt of the national 
debts, in 1727, from five per cent. to four, not only ſtrengthened 
public and private credit; but, by reducing the nafurol intereſt = 
of money, which ſunk before the year 1760 to £. 3.135. 6 d. 
it facilitated manufacture and traffic. The fabrics of wool were, 
at the ſame time, freed from fraud. The peace with Spain, in 
1728, muſt have invigorated our exportations to the Mediterra- 
nean; the rather, as a peace was at the ſame time made with Mo- 
rocco. Yet, party-rage ran ſo high in 1729, ſays Anderſon”, 
the friends of the miniſter found themſelves obliged to prove by 
Jatts, what was before generally known to be undoubtedly true, 
that Britain was then in a thriving conditton + the low intereſt of 
money, they infiſted, demonſtrates a greater plenty of caſh: 
than formerly ; this abundance of money has raiſed the price of 
lands from twenty and twenty-one years to twenty-five .and: 
twenty-ſix years purchaſe ; which proves, that there are more 
perſons able and ready to buy than formerly; the great ſums: 
of late expended in the -inclopng and improving of lands, and in 
opening mines, are proofs of an augmentation of opulence and 
people; the increaſed value of our exports ſhews an increaſe of 
manufaQures, and the greater number of ſhipping cleared out- 
wards marks the greater extent of navigation. The vaſt value 
of the corn exported in 1733, amounting to a million, and nearly 
the ſame in 1738, demonſtrates equally the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
agriculture. The whale-fiſhery was encouraged by parliamen- 
tary bounties in 1733. The encouragement given, in 1745, to 
Britiſh linens, by bounties on the exportation, and by prohibit- 
ing the wear of French cambricks, muſt have promoted do- 
meſtic diligence. And the natural conſequence of thoſe ſalu- 


- * 1 4 
* , by : * "my - 
4 4 1 ** * 
———— — as — = — | — 


» Com. vol. ii. p. 322. o Ibid, 349% 
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tary meaſures, in teſpect to domeſtic economy, during the pre- 
ſent and the foregoing reigns, was to raiſe the value of our ma- 
nufactures exported yearly: two millions, in 1 739, more than it 


had been in 1728, and the number of our 
)) ny 1 Toy 
- Notwithſtanding all that apparent proſperity and augmenta- 
tion of numbers, we ought to mention, as circumſtances which 
probably may have retarded the progreſs of population, the Spa- 
niſh war of 1727, which was not, however, of long continu- 
ance. The ſettlement of Georgia, in 1733, carried off a few of 
the loweſt orders; the idle and the needy. The real hoſtilities 
that began in 1739, muſt have been attended with much more 
baneful conſequences. - The rebellion of 1745 introduced a tem- 
porary diſorder, though there were drawn from its confuſions 
meaſures the moſt falutary in reſpect to induſtry and population. 


ipping fifty thou- 


The eight- years war of 1739 coſt this nation 0 — L. 64,032, 97 


| The national debt, on the 3iſt December 1727, amounted to L. 47,881, 5313 
, on which was paid a yearly intereſt of — „. 2, 139, 23. —— 


2 — 3 ** 


The public debt, on the 31ſt December 1738, 1 1 wink 46,314,829 10 of 
D, — on the 3ift December 1749, — 74,221,686 10 114 
if: Augmented by the war %, | — 75 27,906,857 15 11 


To the taxes ſubſiſting at the demiſe of Queen Anne, there 
had now been added five different branches to the inland - duties, 
the ſame number to the exciſe, and five to the cuſtoms : Yet, 
in no period were the manufactories of England carried on 
with more ſpirit and ſucceſs than during the foregoing war; 
during none did her ſhipping increaſe ſo much, nor did ſhe ever 
receive ſuch conſiderable balances on the trade which ſhe carried 
on with the world. And, if the induſtrious claſſes were fully and 

uſefully employed, the progreſs. of population muſt have conſe- 
quently held its. rapid courſe. We meet, however, with a paſſage in 
Mr. Corbyn Morris's Political and Natural Obſervations on the * 
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Taxes, part iv. p. 57 73puy 73-73. Thi p-. 169. gee a demonſtra- 
tion of thoſe truths befpre, p. 16—17. . e 
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of Mortality, which would lead us to draw a contrary inference: 
Let the country gentlemen,” ſays he, when ſpeaking on the then 
mortality of London {March 1750-1] be called forth and 
declare Have they not continually felt, for many years paſt, an 
increaſing want of huſbandmen 1 day-labourers ? Have the 


farmers throughout the kingdom no juſt complaints of the exce/- 
foe. increaſing prices of worknien, and of. the impoſſibility of pro- 
euring a ſufficient number at any price? A admitting the 
truth of theſe pregvant affirmations, they may be ſhewn to pag buck 
been altogether confiſtent with facts and with 1 Allow- 
ing his many year to reach to the demiſe of George I. it may 
be aſſerted, batzufe it has been proved, that our er had 
been ſo much improved, as not only to ſupply domeſtic wants, 
but even to furniſh other nations with the means of ſubſiſtence, 
and every branch of our manufactures kept pace with the flou- 
riſhing Kate of our huſbandry. It is ſurely demonſtrable, that 
it required a greater number of artificers to manufacture commo- 
dities of the value of, „11, 141, 20a, and to navigate 554,713 
TE tons of ſhipping, in 1748, than to fabricate. goods of the value of 
| 45 7298.72, and to navigate 456, 483 tons of ſhipping, in 1728. 
That the period wherein he Wfrote, immediately after the 
5 peace of Aix-la- Chapelle, were times of great proſperity, has been. 


very properly mentioned by Dr. Price, in terms of high cele- 
ration. But, great demand creates a ſcarcity of al] things; 1 
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of the comtnereial > OT tr his time, tated, in 1 «that we have reatly 
increaſed in our baildings' and inhabitints. within! forty. ou: iS rade, 
edit. 17397 P. 100.] Let, he: ved rxgremely, apt to cotaplain of 25% — 
It appears, by, an p which. was N before the 8 that there | 
had been exported in five years, from. pay to 1748, corn from England to the 
amont of 155 68,444 Wear which, at 4 mediun of. prices, Was worth to this. 
dation; . 8, 00, 48. Now the wverage/ bf. the; five, Fears is 7531689 quarters 

_ yedtly,- oh the value of,. 6015659 The exportation of 1749. and 1750 foſe ſtill 
higher. This is an immenſe ſum,” Tays.the cotpiler-of: the Annual i ke giſter, 
5772, p. 197] & to flow immediately from the produce of the earth, and the _ 
of the people; enriching our merchants, and increafing an 2 breed of 

fea men- He. might nriching- our yeomanry,. 
and increafing the uſeful bread of labourers dependent on 3 Let. in that proſperous. 
period; Ir Matt Decker puhliſned [ad edit. on the Cauſes ef. 
mannes W of the c ele 


; " 
+ 1 0 { - . * F ” * + #7” Ss * Ry Py «lo 
01 OH #44 n nee 3 1 1 WE IB * 1 4 4 TE £ 


e 1 r 


„ 


E 4p 3 


1 2 . TA PORE n 
procure plenty; And mankind, like other animals, are therefore 
multiplied in the ſame proportion as their labour is aſked for, 

and their diligence is rewarded. That he exceſſive prices of wor k- 
men, mentioned by Mr. Morris, did in fa& procure a reinforce- 


ment of wor#men, may be thus demonſtrated : It required a 


greater number of artificers to manufacture merchandizes of the 
value of . 12,599,112, and to navigate 609,798 tons of ſhip- 


ping, in 1751, than it did to fabricate products of the value of 


L. 11,141,202, and to fail 5 54, 713 tons, in 1748. He who has 
celebrated any given epoch as a period of great proſperity in re- 


ſpect to huſbandry, manufacture, and commerce, 2 labours to 
3 


prove, that the induſtrious claſſes, from that epoch, declined in. 
their numbers, is only diligent to ſhew, that cauſes ao not Pro. 
dure their effetts ; or to leave an example to the world how eafily 


even acute minds may be drawn into the mazes of contradiction, 


by an affectation of well-meaning ſingularity. And it ought to be 


moreover remarked, that the perſons who were born during that 


tent [1782] rhe youth among the pelle. 


a. . 


* 


To thoſe cauſes of protperity, that having for years exiſted, 


had produced the moſt beneficial effects prior to the peace of 


Aix-la- Chapelle, new encouragements were immediately added. 
Owing aſſuredly to an augmentation of induſtry, of manufacture, 


of huſbandry, of opulence,. and of people, the tulers of that. 
day were enabled to reduce, confiftently with juſtice and publie 


faith, upwards of fifty-ſeven millions of national. debts, from 


four to three per cent. intereſt, That celebrated tranſaction 


not only ſhewed the flouriſhing condition. of the kingdom, but 
tended to make it flouriſh ſtill more; by producing all thoſe 
falutary confequences, with reſpe& to domeſtic diligence and fo- 
reign enterprize, which Sir Joſiah Child ſuppoſed-to reſult, from 


a lowneſs of intereſt. An additional encouragement. was at the 


ſame time given to the whale-fiſhery,. partly by bounties, and 
partly by 6 naturalization of foreigners who engaged in that 
beneficial bufinefs.. The eſtabliſhment of the Corporation of zhe 
Free-Britiſh- Fiſhery, in 1750, muſt have promoted population, 
by giving employment to the induſtrious, however unprofitable 
the project may have been to the undertakers, whoſe, ſucceſs,was 
unbappily ſo unequal to their good intentions and expence. The 
voluntary ſociety entered into in 17 54, for the Encouragement of Arts, 
1 777 323 
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ManufaFures, and Commerce, muſt have been attended with {till 


forſaken lover, or the reſtleſs vagrant, may have looked for 5 
8 


amounted to — — — 


The principal expences of a war, the object of which Mr. Hume . 
has honoured with the epithet ri volous — [. 106, 756,639 


': 8. 4 


more beneficial conſequences, by animating an active ſpirit of diſ- 
covery and perſeverance, The various laws enacted, and meaſures 
purſued, from the year 1732 to 1760, for preventing the exceſſive 


uſe of ſpirituous liquors, muſt have greatly promoted po ulouſneſs, 


* 


by preſerving the health, the ſobriety, and diligence of the lower 
ranks. And augmentation of numbers muſt have conſequently been 
NE ee Ss bas ky 824-1 rec 
In oppoſition to thoſe cauſes of proſperity, and therefore of po- 
pulation, we ought now to mention, that a new war broke out in 
1755, unſucceſsful in the beginning, pet glorious in the end. It 


is not eaſy however to calculate the numbers who die in the camp or 


the battle, more than would otherwiſe periſh from want”, or from 
vice, in the hamlet or city. It is ſome conſolation, that the in- 
duſtrious are too wealthy and independent to covet the pittance of 
the ſoldier, or to court the dangers of the ſailor. And though the 


in the army or the fleet, it may admit of ſome doubt how far t 


giving proper employment to both may not have freed their pa- 
riſhes from diſquietude and from burdens. It is the expences, 
more than the ſlaughter, of modern war, which debilitate every 


community. The whole ſupplies granted by Parliament, and 


raiſed upon the people, during the reign of George II. amounted 
Bo... DAR ROT Er 
The ſupplies granted during the five years of the war before the deceaſe of that 


prince, amounted to — — . 


| " ; . 5433199325 
The ſupplies granted during the three firſt years of his ſucceſſor, 4 18 * : 
«tot — . 


Vet, none of the taxes that had been eſtabliſhed in order to raiſe - 


thoſe vaſt ſums bore heavy on the induſtrious claſſes, if we ex- 


Ke the additional exciſe of three ſhillings a barrel on beer. And, 
whatever burdens may have been impoſed, internal induſtry pur- 
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The dearth of 1757 and 1758, which however was little comparable to 
thoſe of former times, ought to be mentioned among the cauſes of depopulation. 
Yet, the wiſe and vigorous meaſures of the Parliament prevented, . probably, any 


other bad conſequence than a temporary inconvenience. | 
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ſurd its occupations, and the enterprize of traders ſent to eve 
quarter of the globe adventures to an extent beyond all example. 
It is the boaſt of Britain, that while other countries ſuffered: 
| innumerable calamities, during that long period of hoſtilities,. 
this happy iſland eſcaped them all ; and cultivated, unmoleſted, 
her manufactures, her fiſheries, and her commerce, to an amount. 


Wich has been the my and wonder of the world.“ It is in- | 
| deed demonſtrable, that there never had been in England, at any © 
"Þ period, ſo many induſtrious people, as there were at the return of 
5 peace in 1763. 6 
yi | {Re : wel} For, | 
T d Tt is an acknowledged fact, that Scotland furniſhed a _ number of recruits. 
_ for the fleets and armies of Britain, during the laſt war, than England, in proportion. 


to the inferior amount of her fighting-men. The following detail will however 
| ſhew, that the induſtrious claſſes were not the leaſt affected by the drain of that long 


courſe of hoſtilities.. Ft 
The amount of the linen manufacture of Scotland, which was ſtamped for ſale <: 
[And. Com. vol. ii. p. 415—20.] 78 8 „ e 7175 
In 1728 — 2,183, 978 yards, of the value of . 103,212 0 © 
),. ( , . 10 
J. 00,7 en © 0" 1 eas *- 7 "om rae* 17'S 
170 — 11,747,728 D* D» — $22,153 10 4 
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Voalue of merchandizes exported from Scotland in 17.56 — L. 663,1 


| 1,080,205 

64 — 13243927" 
2 7 : There were exported _ yearly of Britiſp- manufactured linens, accordin g to an 
„ average of ſeven years of peace, from 1749 to 175 — 576, 373 yards. 


Ditto, according to an average of ſeven years of ſubſequent war, 


1 from 1756 to 1762 — — — 1,355,226 ditto, 


Having thus diſcovered' that. the ſword'had not been put into uſeful hands, let 
us take a view of the great woollen manufactories of England; which will ſhew us,. 


r a 3 

8 N 2 I 
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2 that no man had left the loom to follow the idle trade of war g 

2 Value of woollen goods exported in. — 3755, — L. 3,575,297 

1 14 bee e Ee, ; 
L e oe 4,673,462 j 
- 8 5,352,290 I 
; : Wee | 66 — __ $54530172- | 

As tlieſs prodigious exportations were ſo ſuperigr to thoſe of any preceding 
AF | l period, 


5. 


„ 


For, it muſt undoubtedly have required @ greater number of artificers to produee 
werchandizes for foreign exportation, after feeding and eloathing the inha- 

- bitants, to the value.ocf & -—— „ 14,694,970 — in 1760, 
than it did ta fabricate the value ß — — 7. 12,599,112 — in 1750: 
It muſt have demanded a ſtill greater number of © : 
bands to. work up goods for exportation, of te —- 
value o — 16,512,404 — in 1764. E 1 
than it did to manufacture the value of — 144,873,191 — in 1761. 8 
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A Stester number of ſeamen muff ſurely | haye been cplezed to nai : 
gate ee 1 S — 471,241 tons of national ſhipping, in 1760, — 
„ Ge | BS oe 7 

: And aſtill greater number to man — 651,402 — De in 1765, 
. 5 than — — — 609, — D — in 1750. 
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50 HAVING thus briefly ſtated the moral cauſes that, ſince the Re- 
: volution, may have either promoted an increaſe of population or a 
gradual decline, it is now time to enquire into the exact amount 
of our increaſe or declenſion. Could we aſcertain the number 
of inhabitants during the preſent reign, with the ſame accuracy 
as we have eſtabliſhed the probable populouſneſs of the days of 
King William, as well as of former periods, the queſtion would 
be already decided. Let us, in the mean time, remember, that 
though the compariſon of numbers muſt be made between the 1 
current times and the age of the Revolution, yet their nora!“ 3 
cauſes muſt have exiſted, and produced their effects, in periods © 
prior to both: and of conſequence, that the greater portion of 
inhabitants exiſting in the reign of King William, muſt have 
been born partly amid the diſtraction of the civil conteſts, and 
chiefly under the irregular adminiſtrations of Charles II. and his 
immediate ſucceſſor 2 the great body of the people, who now 
exiſt in England, muſt have firſt ſeen the light under the more 


auſpicious 


, : n 
*. a * — 
F | 1 — 1 * — - 
Lo * * # S © 3 * 0 1 , 7 . 4 
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| period, it ſuftly requires no argument to prove, that there were a greater number of 
6: artificers employed in 1760, than there had been in 1755, or in any prior year. [See 
a moſt curious document, ſhewing the value of woolen goods of every kind, which 
were entered fur exportation at the cuſtom-houſe, from 1696 to 1780 incluſive ; 
in the Appendix to a pamphlet lately publiſhed, entitled“ The propriety of allqwing 
a qualified Exportatian of Waal diſcuſſid biftericalty.”} oo Go 


we 


— 


. 


auſpicious, governments of George I. and George II. With 
all candid inquirers, the queſtion ſo worthy of their inveſtiga- 
tion ought therefore to be, Whether the moral cauſes, operating 
during the firſt period, muſt have neceſſarily multiplied mankind 
in a greater abundance than the moral cauſes operating during 
RR e 
There are who think we had no conſtitution, nor laws, nor 
overnment, nor ſecurity, civil or religious, anterior to the Revo 
fatien. Without adopting that ſentiment in its full extent, we 
may ſafely decide, that there kan be no compariſon between the 
two given periods, in reſpect to their dameſtic and political ſitua- 
tions; to the w/dom of the inſtitutions, and the happineſt of the 
governed: neither the rights of conſcience, the privileges of the 
perſon, nor the ſecurity of what each had acquired; which all 
Find ſo great an influence on the exertions of the individual, were 
ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, furely, during the reigns of Charles II. and 
James II. as they happily were during thoſe of George I. and 
George II. What numbers were driven away during the. firſt 
period, on account of their religion! How many emigrated, 
becauſe they thought they perceived a new civil war approach- 
ing from the conteſts of thoſe unſettled times, or becauſe they 
_ dreaded a hated ſucceſſor! And who could then feel that any 
property was ſafe, while the payments at the exchequer were 
ſtopped, and the money of the bankers was ſeized ; while juries 
were factious, and judges were partial? Nor are ages of diſtrac- 
tion, and alarm, and debauchery favourable to marriage, or con- 
ſequently to. augmentation of numbers. It was a confideration 
8 of ſuch topicks that induced Davenant to lay it down as a max 
TP im, in 1699 ; that countries are more or leſs populous as liberty 
| and property are well or ill ſecured. If employment neceffarily 
1 produces people, it ſeems impoſſible to maintain, that there was 
8 as great a demand for labour during the firſt period, as there 
| aſſuredly exiſted during the ſecond : the huſbandry, the manu- 


factories, the navigation of the firſt, though they undoubtedly 
proſpered, cannot ſurely be compared to ke flouriſhing agricul- 
ture, and traffic, and ſhipping of the laſt, It muſt not be ſup- 
poſed, that there could have been ſo many men employed in 
manufacturing commodities for exportation, after cloathing and 
feeding the inhabitants, of the value of /. 3,014,565, and 
a e e 10 4-5 4 . NAOIOROr 
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8 . tons of dipping, in the period 8 the 


| Reftoration to the Revolution, as in fabricating - merchandizes for 
exportation of the value of "aſh 10, 222,426, and ſailing 675,304 tons, 
during the reign of George II: And conſequently a greater num- 
ber of breeders muſt have been employed to ſupply the demand 
for labourers during the. laſt effluxion of time, than during the 
former. Influenced by ſuch reaſoning, Sir James Stewart infiſted, 
t that the making of roads. muſt. aduance population, as they con- 
tribute to the advancement of agriculture: Nor did it eſcape 
the remark of that profound ſtateſman, that the making of high- 
 avays,  aquedutts, common-ſewers, and bridges, extend the correſpon- 
dence between the different places. of the country. It is unneceſſary 
to remark how. little communication there was, a century and a 
| half. ago, between diſtant diſtricts of the ſame empire. Of the 
founderous condition of the roads of England, while they were 
mended by the compulſive labour of the poor under our former 
laws, we may judge by the wretched ſtate of the ways, which, 
in the preſent times, are kept in repair by the ancient mode. 
The year 1663 is the epoch of the firſt toll-gates, or furnpiker, for 
the collection of a tax for the repairing of highways*: And the 
counties of Hertford, and Cambridge, and Huntingdon, enjoy = 
the honour of having ſet an example which has fince proved 
ſo beneficial to the kingdom. Yet, when Cowley retired from 
the hum of men to. Chertſey, he thence invited Sprat to enjoy 
the pleaſures of St. Anne's Hill, by telling him, that be might 
ſeep the firſt night at Hampton- toum: A (PRs of the preſent days 
would invite 12 friend at London, by ſaying, be might eafily flep 
into the. coach and come down to breakfaſt. Even in the ſubſe- = 
quent age, when Sir Francis Wronghead was choſen into Par- : 
| lament, we hear of much preparation for his journey to town, 
and many accidents by the way, owing to the badneſs of the 
roads: A Parliament-man at preſent ſends. to the next ſtage for 
| poſt-horſes, when there is a call of the Houſe, and arrives in 
anne from any daitance at dew hour. But the ep of 


7% die 


eki p. 2970, and the baba 1 Table. pol. Econ. 
vol. i. p. * vol. ii. p. 34. Aud. Com. vol. ii. p. 122. 
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George II. is the great æra of the improvernent of the principal 
roads, by the general erection of turnpikes, and of the connect - 


ing of our counties and towns, by the cutting of canals. Popula- : 
tion was therefore conſiderably promoted by preſent employment, 


and numbers were .continually increaſed by the encouragements 
of an internal traffic; which, it is no paradox to ſay, was ren- 
dered thereby greater than our foreign, . becauſe it is an undoubt- 
ed much, that the beſt 1 05 Y. England are The People -# Eng- 
and. 5 

It may nevertheleſs be objected, that general reaſonings muſt 
ever yield to geometrical certainty, and metaphyſical deductions 
muſt fall before the reſult. of arithmetical calculations : © The 
matter in diſpute muſt be determined,” it is ſaid , “ not b 
vague declamation or ſpeculative argument; but by clear and 
well- authenticated facts. For, the grand argument of Dr. Price 


in favour of the depopulation of this kingdom, and on which, as his 
coadjutor remarks , he judiciouſly lays the greateſt ſtreſs, is at 


once extremely clear and comprehended in a very narrow compals. 


And this is undoubtedly true, as appears from the n 


ſtatement of his © grand argument: 


- The number of houſes ſtated by Dr. " "IVE from the hearth-books of 655. to 


have been then in England, — "EO — 13199215 3 " 
which, multiplied by five, the number enten by 


Dr. Price to inhabit every houſe, would ſhew the 


whole people to have been — — 6,596,075. 
The number of houſes returned by the proper als ES OM CEC 
to the tax-office in 1777, were — — — 952,734; 


which, multiplied in the ſame manner by five, ſhews „ 
the whole people to have been, 1 M, Ih 8 4703670. 


Pretaaded, decreaſe 3 in 87 year — 1,832,405. — 366,481. 


—— — 


„ 


Nakivg: can be more intelligible than this argument ; and 
- los can be more decifive in its inferences, were we onl 
admit the authenticity of the very doubtful data from which tic 


$2: 45077. calculation 
81 k — ACCC 
1 Uncertainty of the preſent Population, p. 11. 6 Ibid, p. 6. 
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calculation was made. He who ſaid he could remove the earth 
from its orbit, if he had only a ſtand and a lever, made his pro- 
poſal in vain, as no man was found to comply with his requiſi- 
tions. When a compariſon is profeſſedly inſtituted between the 
ſtate of population, in any two given periods, the real condition 

of each muſt be clearly eſtabliſhed, otherwiſe no genuine contraſt 
can be certainly made. The number of houſes and the account 
of population during the year 1690, are given, ſays Dr. Lo 
Price, on the authority of Dr. ,Davenant.” But, what re = | 
5 gard ought to be paid to the ſpecific numbers of a writer, who 1 
Fo did not himſelf JSedfaftly believe; who relinquiſhed his opinions 

with regard to the populouſneſs of England, becauſe he was 

convinced of his error, and ultimately yielded his judgment to a 

ſtatement utterly inconſiſtent with that which is now ſtudiouſly 
brought forward as decifive* ? Nor is it altogether logical to draw 
„ e JJ ð· tilt 


. > Eſſ. on Pop. p. 13. JFFFFCCC lags 0 he 5 
The writings of Dr. Davenant are full of contradictions, becauſe he pub- 
liſhed them in diſtinct eſſays at diſtant periods, and as he grew older he grew _ . 
wiſer, In his firſt work, with which he favoured the public in 1695, he ſays, „ 
page 34: It appears from the books of hearth- money, that there are not above - | 
thirteen hundred thouſand families in England; and, allowing fix perfons to a houſe, 
which is the common way of computing, not quite eight millions of people. In E | 
p. 51 of the fame efliy he ſays, The houſes in England, as appears by the == 
books of hearth-money, are about thirteen hundred thouſand.” In p. 76—7 of the | 
ſame eſſay, he gives “ the number of Houſes in each county, according to the = 
| hearth-books # Lady-day 1690, 1,319,215.” In p. 121 of the ſame eſſay, he 
ſays, “ It appears from the books of hearth- money, that the families in Eng- 
land are about thirteen hundred thouſand.” Yet, in the ſubſequent page, he fays, 
Of the thirteen hundred houſes that are in England, it appears from the books 
of hearth- money.“ And in p. 136, he condludes, That the people of Eng- 
land, by the neareſt computations; that can be made, are reckoned ſeven millions; 
of which London is accounted a tenth part,” . Tn'the moſt voluminous book in 
the Engliſh language, though comprized in ſtve-and-twenty tomes in folio, 
there cannot be found ſo much contradictorineſs in fact and uncertainty of infe- 
rence, as we find in this petty volume of one hundred and ſixty pages. If Dave- 
nant ever inſpected the books of hearth-money, why did not he abide by the cer- 
__-ainry of information Whieh authentic records always give? Why did he reject 
10, 255 houſes, if he had ſuch good proofs of their exiſtence, ſince they muſt have po 
contained, according to his calculation of ſix perſons in each, 1r5,530 inhabi- ” 
tants? If he never ſaw the books of hearth- money, but relied on the N 7 | 1 
| — 8 Te 0 1 FR LS | tnole 
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iferences from the ſpecified number of 1, 319,2 1 5, till it is clearly 
eſtabliſhed whether Davenant intended to give the number of 
houſes ot houſeholds, of dwellings or families; as it is now certain, 
that the multiplier, according to the quality of the one or the 
other, is ſo extremely diſſimilar as to make a difference of half a 
million. The number itſelf, as well as the ultimate reſult, dif- 
fers from Mr. King's account, who had alſo inſpected the hearth- 
books, and had other means of information which were allowed b 
Davenant to have been ſuperior to his own. And the deduction 
of the aggregate body of people, which, by Dr, Price's mode 
of calculation, were ſuppoſed to have exiſted in England at the 
Revolution, is not-confiſtent with the operation of thoſe morg/ 
cauſes that worked their effects during the preceding period. 


The 


thoſe who had, why did he uſe the qualifying expreſſion about, if he believed the 
accuracy of their information ? And, if Davenant himſelf did not conſider the 
number of houſes as abſolutely certain, why ſhould we adopt his cyphers, in order 
to form arithmetical calculations, which require ſo much preciſion? That di- 
ligent and well-meaning writer publiſhed his Eſſays on the Public Revenue, Trade, 
Kc. in 1698, in two parts. He ſets out with praiſing Sir William Petty as the 
firſt who argued from figures, though he ſeems to regret the inſufficiency of his 
data. But, fays he, the hearth-books have given us a view certain enough of 
the number of families, which is the very ground-work in ſuch fpeculatiens: and 
he concludes, p. 17, as to the numbers of the people, that matter is made yet 
clearer by the preſent duty on marriages, births, and burials; and, though the returns 
are very faulty and imperfeft, Mr. Gregory King, by his general knowledge in po- 
© litical arithmetic, has ſo corrected: theſe returns, as from thence to form .a- more 
© -1 diſtinct and regular ſcheme of the inhabitants of England, than peradventure was 
— ever made concerning the people of any country.” And in 1699, Davenant com- 
—_ municated to the public the valuable computations of Mr. King, in his Eſſay on 
= the Balance of Trade. This judicious gentleman, who had ſeen the hearth- books, 
—_— it ſeems, Rated the families at 1,349.586, and the number in each at 4 fr, which 
8 average agrees very well with late accounts; and by multi = the one by the 
= 1 other, he found the whole people to have been 5,500,520. From this time Dave- 

. nant ſpeaks, in all his writings, of the inhabitants of Engl:nd as amounting to 4 
five million and à half, inſtead of ſeven million. As a witneſs is admitted to explain 
himſelf, ſo an author is entitled to the ſame privilege: as what the witneſs delivers 

upon croſs- examination is allowed to be the truth of his tale, ſo the laſt writipgs 
of the author ought to be regarded as containing his real ſentiments. And from 
this examination we may now conclude, that there is not that certainty in the ſtate- 
ments of Davenant, as to authorize the calculator to argue by figures, and to draw 
arithmetical deductions, ſo deciſive in their inferences when the data are certain, 
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The number of inhabitants then i in England, according t] * Dot Katemege 


1 TM perſons, in 1,319,215 houſes _ ies '  Goggbe075: 
Deduct the numbers found y enumeration i in I 157 . | POP ec | 4,688,000. 
LE TE 1 areas: in 115 n 0} e (of 11166 5 2 
The i of inhabitants, in hand in ate according | to Mr, eee 

 Howlet s ſtatement of 55. perſons i in 1 5 heuſe — 181. 

„eie the W in 37 3 e e ee why ien cane 
Increaſe in 115 years. 5 1 N — . 2,4355767 
5 1 1 


Were we to admit the truth of ſo rote an augmentation of 

eople during an effluxion of time Which is admitted not to 
2 been the moſt favourable; it would demonſtrate a Nate of 
high population at preſent ; becauſe the productive cauſes have 
operated much more powerfully ſince 1690, than they did in the 
preceding century. Nevertheleſs, Dr. Price does not heſitate to 
declare *, in his 80 of diminution, ** that in Queen Elizabeth's 
time the number of inhabitants in England _ Have been m_— 
than it was even at the e. 


; HAVING thus confuted the major (ful RAR of ol our l 
calculator, it is now time to examine his minor. As his ſtate- 
ment of 1, 319,215 houſes in 1690, has been ſhewn to have been 
ſo deftitute of that certainty which accurate computation requires, 
the ſtatement of 952,734 houſes in 1777, from the ſurveyors 
returns, will be found till more faulty. The anonymous author 
of The Uncertainty of the preſent Population of this Kingdom, who 
" ſeems, in the metaphyſical ſpirit of Mr. Hume, to have written a 
8 petty volume of Seeprical doubts, conſiders it indeed as à random 
way of talking in the ingenious Mr. Wales, to ſhew that the fur- 
bog: + returns are by no means ſufficient to ſupport any calculations of — 
this nature: for Dr. Price's argument does not ſuppoſe a perfect | 
accuracy in the returns, but admits hat they are exceedingly de- = 
Icient, not leſs than nearly the twentieth part of the whole'. Was it 


: then no anſwer 1 in Mr. Wales, to prove by fair diſcufſion, : as well | 1 
* Eflay on Tobulation;" p. 13, in we: notes. ͤneertainty of Popula- 


* * 4 z #7. 
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as by juſt information, that he ſurveyors returns were not ſufficient 
to ſupport the main pillar of his adverſary's argument? Every fact 
aſſuredly, and every inference, which tended to ſhew that the 
_ ſurveyors returns were ſo inaccurate as to deferve little credit, 
evinced how. little qualified they were for the ground-work of 
arithmetical calculations. It was Mr. Wales then who by a well- 
Judged attack firſt undermined the foundations, but it was' Mr. 
 Howlet who overturned, by an argument which ſcarcely admits of 
a reply, the ſuperſtructure of Dr. Price. Inquiry has now diſcovered, 
what reaſon might have indeed inferred, that the ſurveyors were 
lately what ſuch officers have always been, ſometimes ignorant, 
and ſometimes careleſs; often fooliſh, and often factious. We 
may learn from Davenant“, that zhe returns of marriages, births, 
and burials, were during the days of King William very faulty and 
imperfect. And. ſimilar returns, owing to ſimilar paſſions exiſt- 
Ing in the breaſts of men, thus indolent and weak, have continued 
very faulty and imperſect ever ſince. Doctor Price, in order to ſhew: 
the rapidity of decreaſe, has publiſhed” the returns of ſeveral ſuc-- 
ceſſive years, which. evince that lamentable fact. 2945s 
The ſurveyors returns of houſes. of all kinds L ws dts 
in England — — in 1759 „ 
Taha: | 93 "1 3701... 98e 
m-1777 . : — 95295734 


In every inveſtigation of truth, a variety of evidences concurring 
in one relation eſtabliſh unqueſtionable. certainty. Had YA 
turns of 1759—61—77, all nearly agreed in aſſerting one ſum, 
.they would have merited belief, by corroborating each other. But, 
the ſucceſſive diminution of numbers does not ſhew a progreſs in 
depopulation, fo much as it demonſtrates a continuance of error. 
And Dr. Price was himſelf fo ſenſible of the exceeding fallibility of 
the returns on which he relied, that he admitted “that there 
might be a million of houſes of every kind, in England and Wales, 
during the year 1777: and that, as five to a houſe is too large an 
| JJ 4.57 ee, 
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e the number of inhabitants muſt be wort of Aue — 
What fort of arithmetic is that, which allows an error in the 87 
tiplicand of 47,266, yet, by a applying a multiplier derived equally 
from /heculation, pretends to the honour of geometrical demonſtra- 9 
tion? If an error of 47,000 is allowed, becauſe a faulty return could E | 
not be ſupported, why may not an error of 57,000 be in the fame : 
manner ſuppoſed ; or why acknowledge a million of houſes, more 
than any 1 . m? IF no rule can be given whereby we may ſet 
bounds to conjectute, we are left to wander unguided in the wilds 
of uncertainty. Might not a candid inveſtigator of truth-with a 
ſimilar ſpirit inſiſt, that, having found by a fair deduction of cauſes = 
and effects, a gradual augmentation of numbers during ſix hundred 
years, it was juſt to infer, ſince there were in England and Wales, E | 
during 1690, 1,319,215 houſes, thenumber of dwellings muſt ne- — 
ceſſarily have increafed in proportion to the progreſs of popula- 2 
tion? And to thoſe general, reaſonings Mr. Howlet ? has added 
demonſtration, by contraſting the faulty returns of the officers with 
preciſe enumeration, That gentleman, with a diligence of reſearch 
and an ingenuity of application which give him a high place 
among political calculators, has framed a table, without the pre- 
ference- of ſelection or the art of defign; ſhewing the number of 
houſes returned by the ſurveyors, and the total number of houſes in 
more than a hundred towns and pariſhes diſcovered by real enume- 
rations. By thus contraſting the houſes actually returned, with the 
houſes actually enumerated, we perceive that the firſt were to the laſt 
as 17,225 to 29,201"; and the whole number returned in 1777 muſt 
| conſequently have been to the whole number exiſting in t e nation 
really as /eventeen is to twenty- nine. He who examines Mr. How- 
let's facts and deductions, will find no difficulty in believing, that 
Dr. Price had as little reaſon to conjecture, that we had 1,000,000 of 
houſes, rather thang 52,7 34, 2s there is now room to doubt there were 
at leaſt two thirds more than appeared in the return of 177%; and 
conſequentſy Long there 22 ave © mud deen in a ee and 
"ew, 
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Wales, during the year 1777, 1,587,915 dwellings, inſtead of 
952, 734. While we cannot allow, either to Mr. Howlet or to 
Dr. Price, that mere calculations from diſputable data amount to 
deciſive proofs, let us do juſtice to both: they merit the ow: 
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Though there appears to have been a new ſurvey of houſes made in 1780, yet the 
Commiſſioners of the Tax-effice ſeem to have given in officially the return of 1777s: - 
to the parliamentary Commiſſioners of Public Accounts in January 1781, becauſe 
the general aggregate of this document agrees with the total ſum of that. As this 
paper is now printed, we are thereby enabled to examine with a little more atten- 
tion its contents. It profeſſes to give, in a diſtinct column, the number of inha- 
bited houſes chargeable to the window duties :*” Yet, the return of Briſtol is 3947: 
though there had been found in that populous and wealthy town, 13,000 houſes in 
1751; and when Anderſon perambulated ** that largeſt city except London,” in 
1758, he had diſcovered not only new foundations, but even entire new ftreets. [ Com. 
vol. ii. p. 421.] The return for Liverpool is however 3974; whence we ought to 
infer, contrary to truth, that Briſtol is leſs populous than Liverpool : yet there has 
been found in it, by enumeration, 6340 dwellings. The return for Carliſle is 
430 ; though an enumeration ſhews it to contain 891 houſes. The return for 
Cheſter is 1244 ; yet an enumeration has found in it 2,883 houſes. The return 
for Nottingham is 1533; yet an enumeration has diſcovered 3267 dwellings. 
| [Theſe returns are ſtated from the before-mentioned official report to the Com- 
miſſioners of Accounts: the enumerations, which ſeem to have been made in 178e, 
were taken from Mr. Howlet's Examination. ] Though that official report pro- 
feſſes „ to diſtinguiſh the number in each city and town, wherein there are four 
hundred houſes and upwards, chargeable to the duty on houſes and windows,” 
et it does not diſtinguiſh Preſbury in Cheſter county, which contains 2883 
konte and 7 4 once returned for 1366. It does not diſtinguiſh Poriſea in Hants, 
which contains 2883 houſes, and was once returned for 1540. It does not diſtin- 
euiſh Old Swinford in Worceſterſhire, though it contains 1579 houſes, and had once 
been returned for 414. And opportunity 1s only wanting to diſcover a greater 
variety of ſuch imperfections. One groſſneſs of error is too remarkable to be 
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— omitted: It returns for the whole county of Glouceſter, including the city and ö 
towns, 202455 houſes, which, multiplied by Dr. Price's multiplier of five, the ſup- 
poſed num 


er of perſons in each dwelling, would diſcover, in that flouriſhing 
county, no more than 102,325 ſouls. Now, Mr. Rudder has ſhewn, by a minute 
detail of its ſeveral pariſhes, that the whole county of Glouceſter has raiſed its 
numbers, even ſince the commencement of the preſent century, from about 105,000 
to almoſt 150,000,” [Mr. Howlet's Exam. p. 129.] This evinces an increaſe of 
nearly one-t! which correſponds with the reaſonings in the text. But, can 
there be a ſtronger demonſtration of the utter inaccuracy of the ſurveyors. returns 
and of the ſingular inſufficiency of Dr. Price's boaſted mode of induction, which was 
to give proofs to the world equal in deciſiveneſs to the evidence of enumerations? 
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due to nh of inveſti ation, though they muſt be denied the 
honours that certainty of nonſtration gh fa claim. 
Fearleſs however of 7 the « uences that mig ht be drawn 
his reaſonings, becauſe he thong t be argued. ON che ide of truth, 
Dr. Price concluded from his previous calculations Lk cen- 
jectures, that 


The inhabitants of E "gland 4 Wales any 4 have been Hort 1 5, ooo, oo in 1777 : 


4 9 ent ound in — back ates; + ae” CITY 96 in 13733 ; 


Whence weaught t to infer, that the numbers of our people now are 
nearly equal to thoſe of Queen Elizabeth's days. Having ſhifted his. 
original ground, as he advanced in his reſearches, 2 Price does 
not heſitate to compare the debe e of his country during the 
preſent reign, ſo much with the inhabitants exiſting at the epoch 
of the Revolution, as with thoſe exiſting at the more diſtant æra of 
the Reformation. And this deduction that able inveſtigator infer- 
red, partly from temper, but more from reaſonings which ſitisfied 
His own judgment, whatever conviction they may convey to the 
minds of others: That it is probable the civil war in the time of 
Charles I. and the emigrations which then took place, leſſened the 
number of people i in the kingdom; and therefore in Queen Eliza- 
beth's time, or about the Reformation, the number of inhabitants 
in England might have been greater than it was even at the Revolu- 
tion, agreeably to the facts mentioned at the end of my ane 
to the Public on the ſubje& of the National Debt, p. 87 
The reader has already determined how contradi Tory . 
characteriſtic inferences are to the before- mentioned proofs and to 
the opinions of Mr. King, Lord Hale, Sir William Petty, and Major 
Graunt. The population of the given 3 of Dr. 2 78 have 


been already aſcertained with the 7 requi Rane 
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We may therefore conclude, that it is: morally impoſſible there 
could have been in England, at the Reformation, more {han fix 
million of fouls. Were we to admit that the people had more 


than doubled in their numbers during that unhappy effluxion of 


years from 1377 to 1558, what ought we to infer with regard to 
that happier JPA extending from the acceſſion of Elizabeth to 
the demiſe o 

tical calculators withdraw their eyes from their paper and their 
cyphers, to contemplate thoſe moral cauſes that are continually 
producing in the world their correſpondent effects: we ſhould 


otherwiſe behold common ſenſe correct ſometimes the ſelf-ſuffi- 
ciency of arithmetical calculation, and ſound philoſophy triumph 


over the miſtakes of deluſive ſpeculation. 


_ Having thus evinced that our learned arithmetician's grand argu- 


ment ought to be conſidered rather as ſpeculative ingenuity than as de- 


ciſtue prof, we may now paſs over his corroborative circumſtances, 
either in light review, or with caſual remark. The inference drawn 


from a conſideration. of an augmented or diminiſhed conſumption 
merits ſome regard, becauſe it evinces an increaſe or diminution of 
conſumers. And Dr. Price thought he had found, in the heredi- 
tary and temporary exciſe, ariſing from duties on ale, a ſubject 


ſuitable to his purpoſe. But, having been attacked in this ſtrong. 


- 


hold by Mr. Eden, he brought himſelf from the exciſe- office the 


groſs produce of that branch of taxes for many years ; which, 


as a two-edged ſword, Mr. Howlet did not fail to handle with 
admirable ſkill. By taking from his adverſary's documents 


a four-and-twenty years average, becauſe /ong periods only admit 


— 


of rational eſtimates”, from 1686 to 1710; and a twenty-ſeven 


tax yielded yearly in 


years padre from 17 de to 1778, he has clearly ſhewn that the 


and by the fame from 1759, the hereditary and temporary exciſe 


produced during the firſt period þ. 435,98 1, and during the ſe- 


cond C. 544,586. A very able correſpondent has enabled* Mr. 
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Exam. of Pop: p. 71. The long periods choſen by Mr. Howlet, inſtead of the 


three-years averages of Dr. Price, include a ſufficient number to. prevent any varia» 


. tron from ſeaſons, ov other temporary cauſes that may affett conſumption, 


See his Appendix. | | | Lon 


George II.? It is to be lamented how ſeldom poli- 


e firſt ſeries C. 488,808, and during the 
ſecond, 501,087; that by a ſeventeen- years average, from 1693, 
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Howlet to ſtate the produce of other taxes ariſing from conſump- 
tion, as the duty on malt, leather, and candles, which all equally 


eftabliſh the poſition of a greater conſumption in the preſent times 


than during the former. It is however apparent, that unleſs cir- 


cumſtances continued the ſame, both as to number of articles ex- 
ciſed, and as to the amount of the duties, no rational compariſon 


can be made between any two given periods. But, have not ad- 
Sg exciſes been continually impoſed ſince the Revolution: 


does not the weight of the general aggregate naturally tend to 


preſs down the amount of any individual claſs? And this con- 


ſequence was early foreſeen and greatly deplored by contemporary 


miniſters, becauſe its effects had been powerfully felt. Davenant, 
whoſe documents ſuggeſted to Dr. Price his argument of a di- 
miniſhed conſumption, remarked in 1695, that this great decreaſe 
[of the hereditary exciſe} is by the commiſſioners of that revenue 
cChiefly attributed to e new additional duties, which in the coun- 
try have made numbers of victuallers in every county leave off their 
trade, and in London put many private families to brew their 


own drink.“ If we would bring this queſtion to a ſatisfactory 


determination, we muſt compare the net product of the whole 


revenue of exciſe, which ariſes altogether from conſumption, du- 
ring the reign of King William, with the net product of the whole 


exciſe in the preſent : 
The 
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, Eſſay on Ways and Means, vol. i. p. 46.—A greater perſonage than Davenant, 


and ſurely as well informed as he in every thing with regard to the public revenue, 


may be now allowed to give his teſtimony on this fubjet. The Lord Godolphin 
informed King William, in Nel That the two nine- pences granted this year 
ich was laſt year given. upon the ſame revenues for 


above (. 250,000 per annum; and the remainder, being made a collateral ſecurity, 
that the "ſalt and tonnage ſhall anſwer F. 280,000 per annum till May 1695, 


will in all probability be thereby ſunk above C. 100,000 a year more; for that from 
the ſalt branch muſt not be hereafter expected more than /. 300,000 per annum; 


though formerly it yielded, when the half- crown ſtood fingly, (and that is only 


Hereditary) £.650,000 a year.“ [See Lord Godolphin's letter to King William, 


in the Appendix to Sir John Dalrymple's Mem, of Great r 
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The amount of the exciſes in England, including the malt-tax, 54 the an- 
* 


nual medium of the payments into the Exchequer during the three years 
n 2 — L, 265,014 


4049, 892. 


The firſt ſum was collected from ſix million of conſumers with difficulty. What muſt 
have been the numbers of people who paid the ſecond with eaſe ! And Mr. Eden 
bas mentioned it properly as a deciſive proof of an increaſing. conſumption, even 
during the war, that the gro/s produce of the exciſe for 1778, ending the fifth 
or T OO eine 1 ee OOO E 41070 &''-x 
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In refpect to the other collateral circumſtances mentioned by 


Dr. Price, as having promoted depopulation, few remarks ſeem 
to be neceſſary. Dr. Watts, who has lately gained his proper 

ſtation among our literati and our poets, would not probably have 
| conſidered it as a very legitimate logic, to argue from a poſition as 
proved, which is yet ſuſpended in doubtful controverſy among the 


learned, or to inſiſt on certain appearances as indubitable proofs 


of depopulation, which wiſe men ſtill regard as cauſes of in- 
creaſe. * The late Sir James Stewart could not, after mature 
conſideration, ** find great force in the objections againſt ſo over- 
grown a capital as London, in ſuch a kingdom as England, though 
5 could ſee no evident advantage in it.“ The fame profound 
ſtateſman did not conſider the deſtruction occaſioned by war as an 
_ @bſelute cauſe of depopulation, but from circumſtances he thought 
it might be a relative one: to remove rhe ſons of vice and zaleneſs” 
from the community, he ſuppoſed to be advantageous : to obſtruct 
the induſtrious, or to deſtroy the breeders, he regarded as highly per- 
nicious. Sir Joſiah Child gave it as his opinion, upwards of a 
hundred years ago, when he had ſeen much greater emigrations 
to the colonies than have taken place in the preſent century; 
„ that our people in England are not thereby in any conſiderable 
degree abated, but on the contrary.” Nor, after all our experience, 
could the ableſt politician of the preſent times argue more juſtly in 
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» MSS. Harley. Dr. Price's ad tract on Liberty, p. 166—7. Dice. on 
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fupport of his determination; He wiſely reſolved the whole queſ- 
tion, in reſpect to population, into the ſtate of employment: for, 
ſaid he, if we have in England employment but for one hundred 
people, and we have born and bred among us one hundred and fifty 
people; the fifty muſt" away from us, or ſtarve, or be hanged | 
to prevent it, w ether we had any plantations or no.” Theſe are 
alſo the reaſonings of Sir James Stewart, and mult be the reaſonings 
of every other intelligent perſon, who conſiders the ſubje& with 
the attention that its importance deſerves. The late Dr. Camp- 
bell regarded the incloſing of common fields and waſtes as pros 
motive of general population, though it may give a different di- 
tection to the labour of the poor, becauſe wages are higher in in- 
cloſed countries; and the intent of incloſing is to increaſe the quan- 
tity of proviſions: as to the nation at large, ſaid he, the conſump- 
tion ſhews that our people do not decreaſe*. Of he common com- 
plaint, that luxury extends K Are to the loweft ranks of the people, a 
writer, reſpectable nolels for talents than humanity, remarks, 
c What improves the circumſtances of the greater part of 
a people, can never be regarded as an inconvenience to the whole: 
no ſociety can ſurely be flouriſhing and happy, of which the far 
greater part of the members are poor and miſerable: and it is but 
equity, that they who feed, clothe, and lodge the whole body of 
the people, ſhould have ſuch a ſhare of the produce of their 
.own labour, as to be themſelves tolerably well fed, clothed, and 
7] W e may now attempt to aſcertain the probable amount of our 
preſent populouſnefs; which muſt have ariſen from a continual 
progreſs, fince it has been ſhewn, that there are no valid reaſons 
or ſuppoſing a deeline, though temporary obſtructions may have 
fometimes thrown in caſual checks. It is, mean time, of impor- 
tance to carry in the mind an idea of conftant progreſſion, which 
is ſo natural, becauſe human affairs never ſtand ſtill, otherwiſe the 
weight of the provfs can make little impreffion. And it is therefore 
propeled to recapitulate briefly the amount, at different . 
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0 . 2,061,856. But, at that æra we ha 


£.432355,000.: But a national debt remained at the acceſſion of 


ys 


L 19 J 


\ 


ol our manufactures exported and our navigation, on the one hand, 


and of our taxes. and debts, on the other. 


1 LS &þ 


The value of our merchandizes exported, in 190, 533 tons of 


- 1 


= ad FIG REIT Revolution to I.. 4,086,087. 


The taxes which were then levied on the people angunted only 
no public debt for 


* 


Engliſh ſhipping, amounted to . 6, 48,432. The taxes which 


were levied on the people N the greater part of his reign. 


were exported-at the demiſe of King William, in 273,693 tons of 


! 


Queen Anne of £.10,671,039, Notwithſtanding theſe burdens, and 


the obſtruQions of the fubſequent war, there were exparted at the 
arrival of George I. in 421,431 tons of Britiſh ippin a SS 
de value of C. 796, 573 · 


Vet, there had been annually levied 


on the people, during the foregoing reign, taxes amounting to 


L. 5,27, 558, beſides the charges of collection. And the national 

debt had now ſwelled. to the immenſe ſum of 4. 50, 644, 306 
which induced wiſe, though unexperienced men, to propheſy 
what would be the dangers when it ſhould amount to one hundred 


million. Nevertheleſs, there were exported. at the acceſſion of 


George II. in.432,83z tons of Britiſh ſhipping, merchandizes of 


the annual value of . 7,951,772. Yet, the groſs ſum that had 
been yearly levied on the. people during the foregoing Wi 
till 


amounted to . 7,224, 75. And the national debt which 


remained unpaid, continued at G. 47, 58 1,531. Notwithſtanding, 
there were exported in 1750, ſoon after the peace of Aix-la- 


Chapelle, in 609,798 tons of Britiſh. ſhipping, products of the 


yearly value of C. 12,599,112. Vet, the foregoing war had coſt the 
nation £. 64,032,957 ; all the different branches of the ſtanding 
revenue had been conſiderably augmented: and the 17 
debt had ſwelled, before December 1749, to J. 74, 221, 686. 
Notwithſtanding theſe unexampled burdens, and the ſuperadded 


_ obſtruCtions of the ſubſequent war, there were annually exported, . 
, ; i | ; " : ö - 5 & Ws upon” 5 
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We are here ſpeaking reundy. The reader is referred for accuracy to the fore 
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going documents. | — 55 


+. 
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during his peaceful years, to 
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upon is return of profound peace in 1763, in x 61 572 tons or 


Britiſh ſhipping, products of the value of V. 14,925,950. Yet, the 
foregoin War, the events of which aſſuredl brought on the 5805 
mities of the preſent, had coſt the nation C. 105, 7 56,639 ; many 


additional taxes had been impoſed; ſo that there were thenceforth - 

annually levied on the people e between ten and eleven million = 
pounds : and the national debt had ſwelled, before 1764, to 
15 146, 582, 845. Nevertheleſs, there were annually exported, at 


the commencement ' of the preſent hoſtilities in 1774-5, in 6. 
| 786, ,187 tons of Britiſh ſhipping, merchandizes of 'the yalue of 


15,01 3,0033 which is clearly ſuperior to that of any former 
10 The national debt indeed had in the mean time 


een leſſened to £.135,943,061, in 1775, becauſe J. 10,639,784 


had been actually paid: yet, though taxes had been meliorated and 


changed, the burdens of the people remained nearly the ſame, as 
all ſavings and ſurpluſſes were thrown into a ſinking fund; which 


undoubtedly would perform wonders, were it conſtantly applied 


as it was originally intended. Such is the' language of theory; 


which cannot, however, be always carried into the practice of 
the world, becauſe ſtateſmen, while they are men, will be directed 
by the circumſtances amid which they are ſucceſſively placed. 


Thus, it plainly appears, that our agriculture and te es, 


our commerce and navigation, have grown up from the Revolu- 


tion hand in hand with our taxes and our debts. Let no one 
however pretend, that burdens ever create facilities, or that the 


payment of heavier duties ever enabled the individual to exert a 


greater energy. Whether, if we had had no Revolution, and wars, 
and taxes, and debts, the product of our internal induſtry, and the 
income of our foreign traffic, would have been much greater, or 
much leſs, is a queſtion of difficult determination, becauſe data 


cannot be found. All that is here aſſerted is, that in fat our 


manufactories and trade have extended themſelves with the ſuc- 

ceſſive augmentations. of our taxes and our debts. Wiſe men, who 
had conſidered this ſubject, have remarked, that in no other coun- 
try are the public revenues impoſed ſo equitably, collected ſo mild- 


ly, and therefore bear ſo lightly on the ſubjects, as in Britain; ſo that 
Judicious duties ſometimes form the wiſeſt regulations, without 


the impertinent interference of the magiſtrate. Of the debility 


arjfing from taxes it may be moreover remarked, that the fate 
may be & greeny e While the individual follows his occu- 


pations 
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pations at aſf* We have an idea of a corporation, as London or 

Briſtol; Edinburgh or Glaſgow, diſtin& from the inhabitants living 
within its diſtrict: the firſt, by erecting aqueducts, and churches, 
and priſons, ' or by enjoying the pleaſures of the feaſt, may be 
greatly indebted and debilitated, while the mechanic and the 


merchant, who reſide within their juriſdictions, are purſuing an 
active buſineſs, and are acquiring a vaſt opulence. . The King, 


the Lords, and the Commons, when aſſembled in Parliament, form 
the great corporation of the empire; and may in the fame manner, 


by engaging in treaties and wars, either uſeleſs or neceſſary, con- 
tract prodigious debts, and feel an overpowering debility, while 
the great body of the people follow in ſecurity their gainful 


employments, and amaſs an immenſe wealth. But, have not wiſe 


men, Montague, Walpole, and Pelham, propheſied of our danger 
and diſtreſs when the national debt ſhould ſwell to the alarming 
ſum of one hundred millions? Ves. They each felt the difficulty 
of his own ſtation, and ſhuddered at the ſuppoſed fate of his 
| ſucceſſor. The firſt may have ſpoken from a conſideration of the 


backwardneſs wherewith fix millions of 92 5 paid three mil- 
lions and a half of revenue, while he may have laughed at the 


diſtreſs of Queen Elizabeth and Burleigh, who had ſold beer, as a 
national reſource. [When Walpole ſeized the helm, the public 
creditors appeared terrible to miniſters, becauſe they had not yet 


forgotten that their capitals were due. And ſo great a revolution 
had taken place before the patriotic Pelham appeared, that credi- 
tors feared the payment of principals, and oppoſed the reduction of 
intereſt, which was now only regarded as of importance to families. 
It may nevertheleſs be pertinently aſked, Are taxes. and debts to in- 


creaſe thus without end? The aniwer can only be general, and here 


it is: They may accumulate, while our people, and induſtry, and 
manufactures, and commerce, with the conſequent opulence, con- 
tinue to increaſe: as both have grown up together, without af- 
feQing i much the induſtrious claſſes, the period of both is the ſame. 
It is a ſtrong argument of the ſuperior populouſneſs of the pre- 
ſent times over thoſe of King William, that ten million and a half 


are now levied with eaſe, while three million and a half were col- 


„ 


lected then with difficulty. 
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If from general ſpeculations we apply to gr pay any proofs, we 


ſhall ſee that important truth in a ſtill ſtronger light. The in- 
quiry is not fo much with regard to the number of the higher 
Y f claſſes 
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claſſes of the community, as of the middle and lower orders, be- 
cauſe the queſtion would not merit much diſeuſſion, if we could 
as eaſily augment our peaſants as we can increaſe our peers, Agri- 
culture has at all times employed the greateſt multitude of hands, 
becauſe it is the foundation of every other branch of buſineſs. It 
can admit of little controverſy, whether our huſbandry has been 


* 


» 


wn math toll, gence, and Juckels. Mr. Gregory, King. 
e divided the people into their claſſes, 
England at t 


purſued, before or ſince the bounty on the . on of corn, 


* a 
* 


| 1 laſſes, found in 
e Revolution the farmers and their families to 


amount to — 7775 . 750,000. 


The whole labourers and out-ſervants, and their 
families, whether employed in agriculture or manu 
3 factures 5 — _ 2 55000. 


Mr. Arthur Young found in 1770, by enquiries in 
the counties, and by calculations from minutes 
which approach almoſt to the accuracy of enumera- 
tion, the perſons engaged in hufbandry to amount 
alone to —T — 2,800,800: 
« excluſive of a vaſt number of people as much depen- 


e qo: 


dant on, and maintained by agriculture, as the ploughman who cul- 


&c',” There can ſurely be no compariſon. made between the 
extent of manufactories during the reign of King William and. 

the preſent. Of all the fabrics of England, the woollen has al- 
ways been conſidered as the greateſt; and the body of per- 


ſons now collectively employed in it are roundly calculated at: 
1,500,000: But we certainly know, that there were exported,, 


after clothing the inhabitants, according to an average of the years: 
 1699-—1700—17901, of the value of woollens — . 2,561,615. 
D!. according to an average of the years 1769-70-71 4,323,463. 
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® Day, vol. vi. p. 242. North. Tour, vol. iy. 5. 364—5. 


- 2,025,000. 
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Allowing however that labour is divided as improvement is in- 
troduced, that artificers become more ſkilful in the progreſs of reſine- 
ment, while machinery is introduced to abridge their toil, we may 
ſafely conclude, that there were many more workmen employed in 
the woollen manufactories in the laſt ſeries of years, than du- 
ring the firſt, And we , ought to recollect the facts ſtated by 
Dayenant in 1699, that wages of every kind were exceſſively high, 
and they had not people to carry on the woollen and linen_bujineſs to- 
gether. Yet, we have ſince gained the linen manufacture; we 
have improved the ſilk and cotton; and we have extended the 
fabrics of hardware, of iron, and of braſs; beſides the finer arts. 
We may determine with regard to, the probable amount from the 
following e&tult 0 oo 5 


There were exported, according to an average of the years 16099—1700—1701, 
products, excluſive of the tuoollens before mentioned, of the value of . 3,863,810. 
Ditto in1969—70=71 + !:! — 7,565,196. 


tas 
— FP 


Thus have we demonſtration, that while our woollen manufacto- 
ries nearly doubled in their extent during ſeventy years, our 
other fabrics had more than trebled in theirs. And therefore it is 
equally demonſtrable, that the great body of artiſts, who were 
conſtantly employed in all thoſe manufactories, have increaſed near- 
ly in the ſame proportion during the fame buſy period. 
The body of ſailors who were found in England, by enumeration, in Ja- | AN 
-* nuary-1700-T, amounted to — — — 156,591. 4 
By a calculation k, which agreed nearly with the accuracy of the enu- | 

. meration, there appeared to have been annually employed in the 


„ 4 


CCC the yours 1764 and 74. — — 50,565. 1 


The tonnage of Engliſh ſhipping during King William's reign, _ of, 4 
RR. ⁰ e fv}, 2303441 Ons. 4 
%% ( ͤCęęę p , - 4 
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We may thence certainly determine with regard to the number 
of ufeful artificers, who were employed during the latter period 
more than in the former, in building and repairing our ſhips. It 
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is huſpandry, manufaQures, commerce, and navigation, Which! every 
Where, in later ages, employ and maintain the great body of the 
people. Now, the labour demanded during the preſent reign, to 
carry forward the national buſineſs, agricultural and- commercial, 
could not by any poſſibility have been performed by the inferior 
numbers of the induſtrious claſſes who probably exiſted in the reign 
of King William. And from the foregoing reaſonings and Tarts, 
we may certainly conclude, with one of the ableſt writers of an 
country on political economy : ** The liberal reward of labour, as it 
is the effect of increaſing wealth, ſo it is the cauſe of increaſing . 
population: To complain of it [high wages] is to lament over 
the neceſſary effect and cauſe of the greateſt public proſperity ":” 
Were corroborative proofs of an augmented population neceſ- 
ſary, they might be found in the pariſh regiſters ; Which were con- 
ſidered during the laſt century as ſo deciſive in their evidence, 
by Major Graunt, Sir William Petty, and by the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Hale. Yet, let us not attribute to the regiſters a certainty 
and an information that they do not contain. As they neither 
divide the people into their ſeveral claſles, nor comprehend every 
birth and burial, they ought not to be regarded as ſufficient 
grounds from which to calculate the value of annuities, that form, 
in modern times, ſo great a property in every European nation. 
They do not, perhaps, enable us to aſcertain the number of perſons 
in any pariſh during any given year. But, when averages of ten, 
ſeven, or five years are taken at two diſtant periods, they give a 
demonſtration of an increaſe or decline, or of neither. For, it is of 
the eſſence of averages to correct inequalities, and to abſorb errors; 
becauſe, whatever paſſions contributed to either in one age, con- 
tinued in the ſubſequent period to produce ſimilar omiſſions and 
miſtakes. And they furniſh therefore the beſt evidence that the 
nature of the caſe admits or requires, to prove, either an augmenta- 
tion of inhabitants, or decline. Nevertheleſs, thoſe regiſters, ſo in- 
ſiructixe in their informations, and fo. ee! in their proofs, 
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m 855 the Taaviry: into the Cauſes of the Wealth of N ations, Ch. 8; herla Dr. 
Adam Smith treats Of the Wages of Labour, and inaidentally of population, with 
a perſpicuity, an a ponent and a force, which have been ſeldom equalled, 


E 105 ] 


ſtem to have been overlooked by Dr. Price, owing to whatever 
cauſe. Meſſrs. Wales and Howlet may have therefore ſtudied 


them with the greater attention; and their diligence of reſearch, as 


well as pertinence of application to an important queſtion, merit 
the high praiſes which are always due to the detection of error and 


to the eſtabliſhment of truth. N 


In whatever direction thoſe gentlemen turned their inquiries, 
without the preference of ſelection, they found the moſt unequi- 


vocal proofs of augmentation of numbers, with few ſigns of depo- 
pulation. Our overgrown capital ſeems to have engaged, becauſe it 
was the moſt conſpicuous object, the earlieſt notice of our con- 


templators of births and burials. He who has ſhed a tear over 
the diſmal devaſtation of the human ſpecies, Which Mr. Corbyn 
Morris found in London during the year 17 50, before the removal 


of obſtructions and nuiſances; muſt ſee with ſatis faction, in the do- 


cuments of Mr, Wales, that it is now the healthieſt capital in 
Europe, and by further improvement may be reſtored to its 


former healthfulneſs of a country pariſh. That candid inveſti- 


gator has ſhewn, by accurate obſervations“, that the increaſe of 
London ſince the Revolution is nearly as nine is to ten. By a 


ſtill more minute inveſtigation, becauſe he thought at a compu- 


tation from the imperfect bills of mortality alone muſt fall ſhort of the © 
truth more than à third, Mr. Howlet has clearly evinced, that 
London and its ſuburbs have increaſed ſince the Revolution zearly 


one third. From the city, Mr. Howlet walked out into “ the 
immediate vicinity, to the diſtance of eight or ten miles ;”” and by 


an examination of ſeven-and-twenty regiſters, and by taking ave- | 
rages of twenty years from the Revolution, and twenty years from 
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Inquiry into Population, p. 13—33. | 


* Examin. p. 83—95.—It may be here proper to obſerve, that the number of 
houſes in- London, Middleſex, and Weſtminſter, as ſtated from the hearth-books 
of 1690, by Davenant [vol. i. p. 76.] and adopted by Dr. Price, was 111,215 : the 
number returned for the-ſame diſtricts in .1777, and preſented by the tax officers to 
dhe Commiſſioners of Accounts, on which Dr. Price relies, was 62,123. Now, who 


can believe theſe accounts to have contained even the ſemblance of truth? Mait- 
land found, by a careful ſurvey in 1737, that, excluſive of Middleſex, there were 
95,908 dwellings; and there have been-added ſince 4,032. - {Inquiry into Popula- 


tion, p. 13.] Here then is a demonſtration, how inſufficient the hearth-books and 
returns are, whereon to form any juſt compariſon of the number of houſes in 169 


4 


and in 1777. 


R 1 
438% 
ns 
a 2 
4 ** 4 
We 
. N 
">= "I 
ee. 
* < 1 
" I. 1 
FT 1 
189 
4 * 
YT nl 1 
1 i 
7 
7 
\ 2 
\ 
q 9 
1 
BO! 
4 
"LE 
* 5 
* . 
1 
| 5 
* is 
1" 
* + 
"8 


0 
. 
* 

P 
* 


= - 
dat Lee ee Left 


EFFECT 
5 


* 2 = — S SAR E WTI to 4h 
rr — Bs gs 15s, 


Ia S n 

r - 

22 N : . r 9 - _ 1 
. — ya — — n 5 * * S — . . 1 2 2 wh 4.4%» TR . g . 

* oy ""_ GIL : 5 2 Pe 5 8 — e — - p 12 _— 4 oy 5 Y _ 
8 1 FRO * 2 — ROY «es wg Dn TE NS 2 r OE ci ferns * 12 — Why * . — 

. oy 1 - 
2 E — * 


£ 
\| 
i 
3 x 
- Hl J 
6 7 
1 mm 
+1 7 
4 : bs : 
i i &. 
2 * 
„ . 4 


3/758, he found that population in this ſurrounding diſtrict had 
nearly doubled ſince the arrival of King William“. The deciſive 
evidence of the regiſters is altogether conſiſtent with facts and 
with principles. Experience has ſhewn to every obſerver, that the L 
vicinage of evety towu, much more of every capital city, is the moſt 
populous part of the country, becauſe in it is there the moſt culti- 1 
vation: there is the moſt cultivation, ſince there is the moſt de- 
mand for the products of the earth: and cultivation gives employ- H 
ment to labourers, and comfort to all. Departing from the.neigh- 
bourhood of London, Mr. Howlet naturally ſurveyed: the county | = 
of Kent; and, from an examination of ſeventy regiſters, he found 
7 from ſimilar, ayerages the whole county had advanced in its po- 

N pulouſneſs about one-fourth ſince the Revolution, though Sand- 
wich and Rocheſter had each declined, and other towns had lot 
no inconſiderable manufacture. Mr. Howlet next viſited Suſſex 

and Surrey; and, by an examination of eighteen regiſters in the 
firſt, and ſeventeen in the ſecond, be diſcovered, by taking the 
ſame averages, that they had both advanced in population above 
one-third: fince the Revolution“: nor did he fail to remark the 
VVV 1 falſhood, 
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enabled to determine with regard to Dr. Price's famed mode of induction from E 
the returns of houſes, to contraſt the numbers mentioned by Davenant in 1690, b 
and the numbers returned in 1777, with the correſpondent evidence of the regiſters. Eo. 
The number of houſes in Kent in 1 690, according to the hearth-books and Dave- 
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7 Houſes in Suſſex in 1690, according to the hearth- books and Davenant 23,451 
D* — in 1777, according to the return and Dr. Price — 14,880 
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falſhood, not to ſay frivolity of the notion, that if the inkabftants 
of towns are multiplied, it is by the depopulation of the country. 
That groundleſs poſition muſt Have originated from the ſuppoſal, 


that a nation, ora county; has in it at all times a ſtandard number 


of people; and conſequently if one Hundred ſhould remove, there 
muſt be a hundred leſs than the ſtandard ; without reflecting on 
the command of nature to increaſe and multiply, or on the fluctua- 
tion of human affairs, which do not admit of ſtability. From an 


examination of repiſters in the five ſouth-weſtern counties of 


Hampſhire, Wiltſhire, Devonſhire, Dorſet, and Cornwall, Mr. 
Howlet infers, that theſe counties have nearly doubled; though 


he admits, indeed, that the extracts are not ſufficiently numerous 


to form a ſatisfactory average. From an examination of regiſters, 
and a compariſon of fimilar evidence furniſhed by Mr. Arthur 


Young and Mr. Wales, Mr. Howlet concludes, that Suffolk muſt 


. have 


Houſes in Hampſhire in 1690, according to the hearth books and 


%% — 8 as We ans 2, 
D*? — — in 1777, according to the return and Dr. Price 17,999 


Pretended decreaſe 17 — 10, 558 


Houſes in Wiltſhire in 1690, according to the hearth- books and Davenant 27,418 
De — — in 1777, according to the return and Dr. Price — 22,134 


Pretended deereaſe „ — 5,274 


Houſes in Devonſhire in 1690, according to the hearth- books and Davenant 56,202 
D? — — in 1777, according to the return and Dr. Price — 40, 789 
15,413 
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Houſes in Dorſet — in 1690, according to the hearth- books and Davenant 17,859 
D» — — in 1777, according to the return and Dr. Price — 14,554 
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Heuſes in Cornwall in 1690, according to the hearth- books and Davenant 26 613 
De — L in 1777, according to the return and Dr, Price — 18,185 
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"have increafed more than a fourth ſince the Revolution, though 
St. Edmond's Bury has declined, and Ipſwich has not advanced. 


Notwithſtanding the popular accounts of the depopulation of the 


eounty of Norfolk, becauſe its waſtes had been improved, and its 
arms enlarged, that attentive inquirer had the ſatisfaction of find- 
ing, from the inſpection of ſeventeen regiſters, that its populouſ- 
neſs is increaſed one-fifth ſince the Revolution; and that the city 


of Norwich had advanced even one-foutth ſince the year 1729: 
a new proof that the augmentation of towns does not depopulate 


the neighbouring country. From a contemplation. of the im- 
provements of Norfolk, and the healthfulneſs of Norwich, Mr. 
Howlet proceeds to take a flight view of the midland counties. 
By an inſpection of eight regiſters in Middleſex, of thirteen in 


Northampton *, of five in Huntingdon, of four in Cambridge, of 
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_ * Houſesin Suffolk in 1690, according to the hearth-books and Davenant 475537 


Do — — in 1777, according to.the return and Dr, Price . — 27,950 
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* = — in 1777, according to the return and Dr. Price 21,700 
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Oxford, he found thoſe midland ſhires to have increaſed nearly a 
third ſince the Revolution. From a ſlight ſurvey of Wales, Mr. 
Howlet concludes, that it muſt equally have increaſed one-third in 
its numbers ſince the arrival of King William: and Mr. Wales, 
from a more extenſive examination of regiſters, has evinced, that 
it muſt have augmented, even fince 1700, in the proportion of two ? 
to three. But, all the inquirers into the ſtate of A e N tra- 

vel into our northern counties with peculiar pleaſure, becauſe there 

is efhilaration. in the appearance of proſperity. Mr. Howlet has 
ebe. by an A ol W regiſters i in Yorkſhire”, of 
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fixteen regiſters in Lancaſhire, of ſix in Cumberland, of nine 


2 


in Cheſter; that the northern counties have more than doubled ſince 


the Revolution: and this eſtimation, he argues, is ſtrongly con- 
firmed by the returns of four hundred pariſhes in the dioceſe of 


Cheſter. Having at length collected into one view the regiſter 


evidence of upwards of one hundred and fixty pariſhes, excluſive 
of thoſe of Cheſter, in every county and diviſion ; having drawn 
together his whole force, he does not heſitate to determine, that 
our people are almoſt doubled ſince the coming of King William ;” 
but, having reviewed his ſubject, and re-examined his proofs, he 


ventures to conclude, that our population upon the whole has in- 
creaſed full one-third*. - And he is ſupported in this ſatis factory 


concluſion by the accurate though leſs extenſive inquiry of Mr. 
Wales ; who infers, from juſt premiſes, that the number of the 
preſent inhabitants of England is, to the number exiſting at the 
Revolution, as eight is to three nearly *. V 
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De in Cheſhire — in i690, according to the hearth-books and : 
5 Davenant . — — 5 25,50 
| D? — — in 1777, according to the return and Dr. Price 21,938 
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That the account of houſes from the hearth-books, as ſtated by Dr. Davenant, 


and the ſtatement from the ſurveyors returns, as relied on by Dr. Price, can be botli 
ſupported as juſt, we have thus ſhewn to be impoſſible; ſince it has been proved, 
that theſe northern counties have doubled their inhabitants. And whether the one 


or the other is relinquiſhed as falſe, Dr. Price's grand argument muſt be equally 
overthrown. But, it is admitted by the world, and therefore by Dr. Price, that 


the number of people in thoſe: northern counties have greatly increaſed ſince the 
Revolution. Yet we find in Yorkſhire a decreaſe of dwellings of nearly a fifth; 
and in the others no agreement with the actual ſtate of population. Nevertheleſs, 


it is ſtill infiſted [The Uncertainty.of Population, p. 9—10.] “that e returns are 
acknowledged. to be greatly deficient by the Dr. himſelf, not 1 than nearly the twentieth 


part of the whale, and therefore the buſineſs of his antagoniſts 15 to prove, that this de- 
 fictency greatly exceeded 50,000.” To this it is anſwered : That in arguing from 
eyphers no calculator can be allowed zo gueſs at his multiplicand, to fancy his mul- 
tiplier, and then to contend, that the reſult is an incontrovertible proof. A piece of 
evidence, which, in more ſolemn inquiries, is proved to be untrue in part, is alto- 
_ gether rejected. A ſuitor, or a lawyer, who, in Weſtminſter-hall, ſhould admit 
that his witneſs had prevaricated, yet call his adverſary to prove the amount of 
the prevarication, would be driven from court as a perſon no leſs deſtitute of 
_ modeſty than of common- ſenſmme. 0 rc 


* Examin. p. 12830. Inquiry, p- 68. . 
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The anonymous author of The Uncertainty of Population* blames 
Mr. Wales for making his inquiries in 2% north, becauſe, every 
body knows, and. Dr. Price himſelf is ready to acknowledge, that the 


county of York has acquired an amazing addition of inhabitants within 
the laſt thirty years. But a genuine diſputant ſhould never admit 
the truth of any poſition, ' however demonſtrated, or however 


certain, ſince his adverſary is ſure to build on his admiſſion, 
as a rocky foundation, whole ſtability defies attack. Now, what 
were the moral cauſes of this amazing adaition of inhabitants in- 
Yorkſhire ? Was it owing to this; that York was the moſt agri- 
cultural, manufacturing, and commercial county in England; that 
there was found here a greater demand for labour; that conſtant em- 
ployment having furniſhed ſteady ſubſiſtence and continual comfort, 
men multiplied abundantly where they were fully. fed and en- 
oyed in ſecurity what they had gained by toil? It is pretended, , 
Reber, that the aſtoniſhing body of people before- mentioned 
were not procreated amid this ſcene of proſperity and hap- 
pineſs, but were brought from other diſtricts by the allurement 
of gain. They did not come aſſuredly from the adjacent Lancaſhire, , 
Cheſhire, or Cumberland, becauſe in theſe we have beheld 
the ſame increaſe, owing to the ſame cauſes. They could not 
have come in confiderable numbers from more diſtant counties, 
as a general ſurvey has diſcoyered no real diminution any where. 


And the hiſtory of internal migration might be comprized in a 


very little volume. At the æra of the Conqueſt, when our 
communities were yet inconſiderable, the land certainly ſupported 
the great body of the people. It was the introduction of ma- 
nufacture that firſt. collected the artificers into villages, which 
ere long ſwelled into towns : and it was commerce, that, in the 


progreſs of traffic and the arts, raiſed. the towns into the im- 


portance of cities. But, it was the improvement of huſbandry 
which firſt purged the country of uſeleſs hands, and forced con- 
ſuming multitudes to look for ſubſiſtence from the labour which 
manufactories and trade employ. Admitting that this laſt revolu- 
tion had taken place ſubſequent to the: epoch. of the bounty 
on corny we muſt ſtill remember, that it is uſeful employment 
which promotes population, while idleneſs only augments, the 
i e ps 


2 ; 3 \ : P r 5 4 : ; 
ö + 6 : 4 Tr r \ * , r 1 A 
* * n 4 # + l , ö . 0 d np G 5 * E 3 1 «A of 1 3 
: * 


5 413 8 : 
F - 
_ — * . 
— 1 
— K —— —— ——— . — 
f . DDr ROLLS. This 1 %s 
N 0 


In p. 14—15. 


*S / —_— 
—_ 


va ; 
7 x) 6 2 
[187 8 


| * | 
rolls of the dead. Norfolk may be regarded as the county in 
England where huſbandry is carried on the moſt as an art; 
Norwich may be conſidered as one of our moſt flouriſhing ci» 
ties: And, were we.to apply to both the beforementioned facts 
from the pariſh regiſters, they would exhibit nearly the 
proportion of people, which every other county ſupplied to 
every other town. The county has increaſed one- fifth ſince 
the Revolution; but the city has augmented one-fourth fince 


1729+... It, is not therefore the migration of the adult from 


the country to the town, that ſwells the amount of the buſy 


| multitudes that are ſeen to ſwarm where the ſpirit of dili- 


gence animates the people. Few, of the miriads, which are born 


age after age, grow up to puberty, becauſe want and its conſe- 


quences: deſtroy. millions every where. It is ſome conſola- 


tion, however, to reflect, that in the progreſs of refinement, of 


commerce, and of arts, the parents are enabled, by the greater 


comforts they enjoy, to rear a more numerous progeny, who can 


only ſupply a vigorous population. And it is the employment 
and habits of induſtry, which are given to children in manu- 


facturing towns, as ſoon as they can diſtinguith the right hand 


county, in proportion to the extent of their manufactures and 


from the left, that adds to the aggregate of dwellers more than 


the arrival of ſtrangers. From theſe conſiderations we may cer- 


tainly conclude, that, as the ſame cauſes exiſted in every other 


ne 


traffic to thoſe of the northern diſtricts of England, there muſt 


have been in all a ſimilar. augmentation. 1 
Allowing, . becauſe. it has been proved, that the nation has in- 
creaſed one third. in the numbers of its people ſince the Revo- 


lution, it ſeems to have been a work of ſupererogation in Meſſrs. 
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were in Norwich — — 23,881 ſouls in 16933 : 
which had increaſed to — — 36,196 De before 1752. 


From actual enumerations, we learn that there . 


— — N 


Increſe — 5,315, orone- fourth, in 50 years. 
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Now, the pariſh regiſters eyince, as we have ſeen, that there had been an aug- 
mentation, from 1729 to 1775, of one-fourth in 46 years. And. conſequently the 


enumerations. and the regiſters not only confirm each other, but demonſtrate, ax 


greater augmentation in the laſt period than during the firſt. The per laws ought; - 


to have aus e, the checks to population. The regulations of ſettle» 
ment, which ſprung from. thoſe unjuſt and impolitie inſtitutions, and which, con- 


trary to the« genius of Engliſh freedom, prevent the poor though, induſtrious 
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| Wales and Howlet to eſtabliſh, by authentic documents, that the 
progreſs of population had held its rapid courſe during the laſt 


traffic and navigation, and had beheld at the ſame time its accu- 


_ diſcovered * in twenty-two pariſhes in Kent, in twenty-four in 


in ſixteen. in Norfolk, in ſeven in the South-weſtern counties, in 


over ſhewn*, that the inhabitants in the former period are to 


is admitted to decide the conteſt : And they ought to be admitted 
much more in the reſearches of philoſophers, to determine a queſ- 


periods; ſince they contain a collection of authentic facts; ſhewing, 
that in the reign of King William there were fewer perſons born 


exiſted then than now : the regiſters are therefore the beſt evidence 


| labourer from looking for better employment at a diſtance from the place of 
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in any other European country. Every one knows with, what tyrannical rigour. 


ties, or even the towns from the circumjacent country. _ 


/ 

/ 1 | & , | 

Inquiry, p. 67. 
r 


rw þ 


twenty years; as the greater always includes the leſs : He who 
had ſurveyed the ſtate of England during the preſent reign, in re- 
ſpect to its roads and canals, its huſbandry and manufactures, its 


mulated wealth and ſteady employment, would have thence in- 
ferred that the induſtrious claſſes had increaſed prodigiouſly, By 
examining one hundred and ſixty-two regiſters, and taking five- 
years averages from 1758, and the fame from 1773, Mr. Howlet 


Eſſex, in four in Suſſex, in nine in Surrey, in three in Suffolk, 


forty in the twelve Midland counties, and thirty-ſeven in the four 
Northern counties, an increaſe of people of more than one- eighth 
in the ſhort interval of ten years. By a very accurate inſpection 
of one hundred and forty-two regiſters, kept in various pariſhes 
in almoſt every county ; by comparing proper averages from about 
the year 1740 with ſimilar averages lately, Mr. Wales has more- 


thoſe in the latter ſomewhat leſs than as two to three. Such is 
the ſum of the regiſter evidence, ſo ſatisfactory in its notices, 
and ſo decifive in its proofs. In more ſolemn inquiries, if the 
birth or the deceaſe of an individual is diſputed, the pariſh regiſter 


tion inreſpect to-the births or deaths of many perſons at two given 


and buried than in the preſent; and conſequently, that fewer people 


that can be ſubmitted to the public, ſince general enumerations, 
cannot be obtained. Mr. Wales has indeed found, in his ardour 
11275 oF | of bloat bat fo of. 
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bis nativity, ſtops migration from one diſtrict to another, in England, more than 


the law of ſettlements is enforced: And we may thence infer how little reaſon 
there is for ſuppoſing, that the northern were peopled from the ſouthern coun- 


1 


3. 


4 Examination of 'Eflay on Population, p. 131. e Inquicy, p. 61, 
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of inquiry, that from liſts carefully taken in diſtant years, the aug- 
mentations of our villages and our towns have been prodigious, 
ſince the re- eſtabliſhment of civil and religious freedom at the 

Revolution : Liverpool, he remarks; from counting, in 1700, only 


714, reckoned, in 1773, 34, 407; and is ſaid; by Mr. Howlet: to 
ave contained, in 1781, upwards of 40, ooo ſouls: Birmingham, 


from enumerating, in 1700, 15, o3a inhabitants, counted, in 1770, 


30,804 : Nottingham, from liſting, in 1740, 11, ooo, enumerated, 


in 1779, 17,711: Mancheſter, from reckoning, in 1757, 19,839, 
diſcovered, in 1773, 34, 407: Leeds, from counting, in 1770, 


gre, as reckoned, in 1775, 17;121 dwellers. From Mr. Howlet * 
we 


have grown up nearly in the ſame proportion; that Carliſle, hav- 
ing liſted its inhabitants in 1763, found only 4, 158; but diſ- 
covered, in January 1780, 6299. Without entering into nice 


ſpeculations as to the cauſe of theſe ſtriking appearances, Anderſon 
inſiſts © that all this aſtoniſhing augmentation has proceeded prin- 
cipally from our general increaſe in domeſtic manufactures and 


foreign commerce.” | 
Having in this manner traced a gradual progreſs. from The 


Gongqueft to The Revolution; having eſtabliſhed thus, by the beſt 
proofs which the nature of the enquiry.admits, that the uſual cur- 


rent of population not only continued to run, but acquired a rapidity 
and a fullneſs as it flowed ; we: ſhall not find. it difficult to aſcer- 


tain the probable amount of the preſent inhabitants. Mr. Howlet 
has adopted two different modes for the ſolution of this famous 
problem; the one, by finding the number of houſes, with the 


number of dwellers in each; the other, by calculating from the 
men actually ballotted for the militia, compared with thoſe ac- 


tually exiſting in given diſtricts: and, while both his methods ſhew 


great acuteneſs of inveſtigation, neither brings complete conviction 
to the mind, though the reaſoning is perfectly logical, becauſe 
his ingenious premiſes are not altogether free from objections. 
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earn, that Sheffield has doubled its inhabitants fix times: ſince 
the year 17343 that Halifax, Bradford, Wakefield, Huddersfield, . 
Middleton, Rochdale, Warrington, Whitehaven, and Workington, . 
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Heinfiſte, with Ness plauGbility, that that the number of honſes-which | 


the ſurveyors ought to have returned in 1780 muſt have been, for 


England and Wales, 1,609,555 ; which, multiplied by the 'dwell- 


EFS in each, found from a falt N to be 58, inhabitants 


8 in 1780 muſt have been — — rm eh. 


Having divided the people into their claſſes, 
ke diſcovered, by mediums drawn from the pro- Al tre- 
portion of the perſons balloted for the — 8.89 


when compared with the whole inhabitants in Nrn. 
R diſtricts, that rang muſt be 7 * 1 h 55 
in the country) 193266, Yoo ee, A820: 
in the tons — — | 2,633,4007% 5 ne 4 
and in England and Wales E 5 | 7,900,200. 
Mr. Arthur Young, whoſe. inquiries have n beide 
ſtudiouſſy minute, and whoſe writings on this ſubß; 
ject are extremely rational, by a different manner _ = ut 
of caleulation computes the preſent numbers of R900 
A e 17740 , 00007 4-007 ces. ONS 8,500,000. 


— — 12 


75 \ The average of i 


But; admitting, as it us hos . that he 


people, in the year 169 — — 6,017,797 5 
for added one-third to their numbers 2300549325 n 


wefind: as thee certain vroſule the preſent? inhabitants to be 8,023,729 


1 North. Tour, — Nr t 80 . 2 10 5 
F ulteney ſtates “ that the WER of inhabjcarts af the e 8 


cannot be reckoned at leſs than Jeven Renter — in England — _ $5,650,000 


= 
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in Scotland — BL... tas 


is , . . | 5 e 7, ooo, ooo 

See his 8 470) of the Nation, p. . 90. No- 

thing can be more detrimental to any country, than that the men of real conſe- 

| quence, talents, and good K Lake ſhould entertain erroneous rn with re; 
ſpect to its * wn „ 
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Anil « an augmentation of 2,00 55,0 32, in f elghty-ſeven; years, is Vale 
ther conſiſtent with reaſon, and facts, and experience. Mr... 


Wallace, the learned antagoniſt of Mr. Hume, juſtly remarks; 
« that it is not owing to the want of prolific virtue, but to the © 
diſtreſſed circumſtances of mankind, that every generation do not 
more than double themſelves; for this would be the caſe if ever 


man were married at the age of puberty, and could 8 = 
And the foregoing documents have de- 
monſtrated the truth of his general reaſonings. That able writer 

1 57! his principle by calculation, 
ſince he could find no reſource in the relations of hiſtory. He 
plainly evinces, that there might have eafily proceeded from 
the created pair of human beings 6,291,456 perſons in ſeven 
hundred years. In the foregoing detail we have ſeen, that 
there remained in England of the iſſue of about two mil- 


provide for a family. 


has endeavoured indeed to ill 


lion of inhabitants, at the end of ſix centuries and a quarter, 


only 6,017,797. We behold in the reſult of both accounts 


what force there is in the procreative energy, which pro- 


duced miriads. But, how few, alas! of all thoſe arrived at the ; 


age of puberty, and reproduced. Numbers enow were born, then, 
In every period, to repleniſh. the earth with people: It is to be 


lamented, that in certain ages of tyranny, of war, and of peſti- oy 


lence, ſo many millions ſhould have periſhed, owing to various 
cauſes of miſery. The facts in the annals of England have been 
inveſtigated, in order to diſcover the effe&s of thoſe moral cauſes 
of increaſe or of diminution : And we have diſcovered, from the 


_ moſt authentic documents, the ſpecific numbers of people who in- 


habited this nation at given epochs. If 4,690, 696 inhabitants, in 


1575, left an augmentation of 1,327,101 in no very favourable 


effluxion of 120 years, 6,017,797 may have very eaſily produced 
2,005,932, during a more invigorating period of eighty-ſeven 
years. Were we indeed to reaſon from Dr. Price's data, we ought 
to infer that the increaſe of 4,690, 696 amounted to 1,908,075 
ſouls in 115 years. And when we conſider too the greater 
employment and comforts of the people, their ſuperior freedom 
and ſecurity, and their higher ſtate of healthfulneſs, we may ai- 
ſurely conclude, that there has been an augmentation in their 
numbers of at leaſt two millions fince the Revolution. 
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Di.ſſert, on the Numbers of Mankind, p. 8. 
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numbeis of our people ſince the Revolution. 


in the nation. 
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Though neither of thieſe ſtatements can be allowed to contain the 
reality, or indeed not much more than the ſemblance of truth, it 
muſt- nevertheleſs be admitted, that they fill the mind with yaſt ideas 
of wealth, if they do not altogether ſatisfy the judgment in regard to 
authenticity of facts. It is however known, that the rulers of King 
William's days were much more embarraſſed with/a national debt 
of fifteen or even of twelve million, than thoſe of the preſent times 

have been with a public debt of one hundred and forty or fifty 
ae greatly had the people, the induſtry, and opulence of 
this kingdom increaſed in- the mean time. If Dr. Davenant * 
juſtly: inkl in 1698, that * this nation ſtill having the value 

of fix hundred millions in land and ſtock of all kinds, Which, 
being made liable to public debts, muſt be judged a ſufficient 
ſecurity to ſuch as have dealings with the Government,” who 
- ought to doubt at preſent; ſince Mr. Pulteney.” ventures to affirm, 


** that the wealth of Great Britain . now. exceeds "ory. much o 
_ THOVSAND an * 1 | 


- SUCH en 7 is tie” eſtimate of our comparative reſources, of : 
A and gains of our commerce, and of the augmented. 
He who has 

honoured: the foregoing documents with an attentive - peru- 
ſal, may probably be induced to aſk,, What valid reaſon is 
there for relinquiſhing hope, by deſpaiting of. the Common 
wealth? The individual who deſponds,. indulges a paſſion 


the moſt to be . 2g 0 it is he 15 incurable. 8 
? The . a ne. — doubts 


or 505 "5" : 


ampled cinbarraſments, conſiſts picky 3 in the Aivifion af its mem 
bers, placed as they are on every quarter of the globe, and to the 
conſequent 1 of its vaſt force; but perhaps more to the 
diffimilarity of the principles and views of the leading characters 
While the empire remains entire, there may be 


. appiicd. 


SOT © BY. 


* 
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Vol. ii. p. 58. 7 Conkid, p. 28, Ha 


AY wu . = 4 — 
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applied to the former evils temporary palliatives, but not an ab- 

ſolute cure. While the paſſions of men continue to produce 
5 their accuſtomed effects, domeſtic unanimity, however deſirable, 
1 may be wiſhed for without reaſonable expectation: and every 
= lover of his country ought therefore to pray, that whoever may be 
called to the helm, during the ſtorm of the times, may be directed . 
in their counſels and actions by wiſdom, and moderation, and. 
Vagour.. F 
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W HAT the Reader may expect in the following Ess Av on 


Poul Arlon, is nothing more than the tenth chapter of 


that elaborate performance, The primitive Origination of Mankind. 
confidered ; by the Lon D Cniee JusTics HALE ; a book, which, 
if piety of purpoſe, ability of performance, and candour of dif- 


quiſition, are eſtimable qualities, ought to occupy. every cloſet, 


as well as the cabinets of the curious. The Editor thought he 
could not offer a more valuable preſent to the public, than the 


mature ſentiments of ſo great a maſter of evidence, and fo judi- 
cious a writer, with regard to an intereſting ſubje&, which has 
lately engaged the pens of the ingenious and the learned: and the 
original volume, which is only in the hands of the few, is of ſo 


great a. bulk, as to repel rather than invite peruſal. Though 
this performance was written, as Lord Hale remarks in his 
preface, at leiſure and broken times, and with great interval, it 
appears to have been corrected by him for the preſs in 1675: 
He deſired his readers pardon * in that in my tranſcript of ſome 
entire texts out of Ariſtotle, Plato, Plutarch, and others, I uſe the 
Latin tranflation, and not the original Greek, wherein: the authors 
wrote: I was a better Grecian in the 16th, than in the 66th year 
of my life: and my application to another ſtudy and profeſſion, 


rendered my {kill in that language of little uſe to me, and ſol wore 


it out by degrees.” Sir Matthew Hale was born in November 


1609: he died in December 1676. And © The primitive Ori- 


gination of Mankind confidered,” was firſt publiſhed in 1677. 


e WE are not now inquiring what the wiſe and glorious God might or could 
do, in order to the equable reduction of the world, upon a ſuppoſition of an eter- 
nal duration: But, we are upon a queſtion of fact indeed, namely, What he hatk 
done, and whether, upon the ſuppoſition of all thoſe reductives inſtanced in the 
former chapter, at leaſt without the wiſe and intelligent regimen of God, they 
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increa ſed. | | 3 
„ 'Touching the former of theſe, the incompetency of theſe expedients to the end 


184 „A PE 0.13. 


have been, or well could be, conſidering the nature and courſe of things, of that 
efficacy to correct the increaſe and exceſs of mankind, that may render it compa- 


; N n : n 


+ 0 


guidance and interpoſition of the mighty 

unſuitable to the ends, propoſed ; and 2. That de facto they have appeared to be 

ſo; and notwithſtanding their admiſſion, yet de facto, the world hath in all ages 
8 ** . 1 „„ e 8 3 1 2 | 


_ 


particulars.” | * 


propoſed (conſidered ſingly in themſelves) this will beſt appear by induction of 
For famines, they are de fucto incompetent to theſe ends: for 1. There was 


never. yet known a-univerſal famine, but the defects of one country ſupplied by 
another, as Caanan was by Egypt. 2. It is ordinarily not ſudden but Frail, 
and foreſeen before felt in the extremity, which gives-people opportunity of tranſmi- 
grations. 3. Though the ordinary ſupplies fail, yet neceſſity makes men inge- 


2 T therefore ſhall now come to the things I oppoſe,-and they are theſe two; 
viz. 1. That theſe means conſidered nan! Ja themſelves (without the conduct and 
70d) are in themſelves incompetent and 


* 


> 


* 
= 
Y 

* 


* 


nious and hardy; and if they have but land-room or ſea-room, they find ſome 
ſupplies, for their hunger which they did not before think of or uſe; though it be 


otherwiſe in a cloſe ſiege, but that is but a narrow compaſs, and not of moment to 
be campared te ide malie. 5 noo ton bi 
2. Plagues are indeed a ſharp and ſpeedy viſitation, yet it hath theſe allays: 
1. Many there are that are able to eſcape it by flights, ſome by phyſic, and 
ſome by their age and complexion. 2. It is not ordinarily of long continuance, | 


the ſtrength of the diſeaſe ſeldom continuing longer than a year. 3. Though the 


deſolation be terrible While it laſts, yet it Sov conſumes one half of the inhabi- 
| tants, The late computation of the number of the inhabitants, men, women, and 
children, in the city of London, and the ſixteen and ten out- pariſhes, are eſtimated 


*, 


* 


. 


at 384, ooo, and about ſix millions in the whole kingdom of England. 2. The 


greateſt plagues in our remembrance have not ſwept away above I oo, ooo at moſt 


In. London and the ſuburbs : indeed that before mentioned by Walſingham, which 
was in a manner univerſal, and ſucceſſively in ſeveral places of the world laſted 


too ſmall, and need an increaſe. And ſo taken ſingly by itſelf, is incompetent 


and unſuitable to the exceſs, unleſs managed by the wiſe conduct of Almighty 
| God. 1 ( 1.4 „ 2 ö OA et £4. © ISS 3 S-4 | 5 e . 9 — 1 


about fifteen years, is ſaid to be ſo great, that ſcarce a tenth part of the people ſur- 
vived it; yet if it left a tenth part, ſuppoſe in England, it left near a million of 
people, which in a little time would and did recover and increaſe conſiderably, 
as ſhall be ſhewn, 4. Again, ſuppoſe the devaſtation by plagues greater than 
hiſtory gives us an account, yet it is for the moſt part a diſeaſe that reigns in ſome 
times and ſome places, it may fall in thoſe places where the numbers are already 
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46 3. Touching wars and internecions. It is true it hath been a great con- 


tion: naturally mankind is a ſociable creature, and more than bees, as the philo- 


ſopher obſerves; and though ſametimes paſſions, jealouſies, and politic ends pro- 


duce wars, yet naturally man is not a creature of prey upon others, as lions and 


+ 


ty gers, are. 


Ordinarily, though Wars are by one kingdom or ſtate upon another, 


ſumption. of-mankind, but yet it is not an egual corrective of the exceſs of genera- q 


tions: 1. Ihdugh ſuch have happened, and frequently, yet they ſeem againſt the 
nature and diſpoſition of mankind, ordinarily and in a courſe of human conſtitu- 


— 
o 
" 


yet they preſerye their n ſocieties with increaſe under foreign wars; and theres | 


Fore civil wars, as they are more deſtrudtive, fo they are more rare, becauſe they are 
more panaturdl and deſtructive to that which men uſually'are careful to preſerve ; ' 


RED namely, 
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mamely, their own ſocieties. 3. It ſeems an improper and unſuitable corrective, 
becaufe 


accident and the wills of men have ſo great an influence in the production 
of wars ; whereby it may fall out, that wars may happen in thoſe ages, times, or 


places, and conſequently, devaſtations upon them where or when they need not to 


correct. And though it be true, that a plethory or exceſs of numbers of men, ſome- 
times by a kind of natural or at leaſt moral conſequence cauſe wars, yet we have 
hardly known any produced ſingly upon that account; though it hath oftentimes 
occahioned tranſmigrations, deductions of colonies, and new plantations; and the 


world hath been never yet ſo full, but a weaker or oppreſſed party have found room 


to retreat from the violence or infolence of their oppreſſors. | 

4. Touching floods and conflagrations. It is true that Almighty God, as he 
manageth the forementioned reductives by his wiſdom and providence, ſo he hath 
done theſe eſpecially in that univerſal deluge: but as they are inftanced in by the 
philofophers as natural or periodical events whereby mankind is. reduced to an 
equability, we have no reaſon to believe them. Therefore I ſay, r. That there 
doth. not appear, either in hiftory or in the obſervation of nature, any ſuch perio- 


dical floods or conflagrations ; thofe that we have relations of happened indeed 


near together, and in the ſame country, viz. in Greece; had they been periodical 


or natural, probably either by a continued circulation or rotation, or elſe by the in- 


terpoſition of ſome reafonable intervals, the like would have happened before in Perſia 
pres of the world; which we have not obſerved to be. And therefore this ſuppo- 
_ fition of the Hhems magna, whereby parts of the earth ſhould be ſucceſſively 
drowned, ſeems to be only an imagination, or at leaſt it cannot be known with any 
tolerahle certainty ; in as much as the periods are ſuppoſed to be vaſt, and not 
happening within any competent time to give us an obſervation or proof thereof. 
And therefore, although we yearly ſee a reduction of the numerous increaſe of 


inſets, by the winter froft and ſtorms yearly happening; we have no warrant 
from thence to imagine that great winter that muſt make the like reduction of men 


and brutes ; for every year gives us experience of the one, but never any age gave 


us any reaſonable obſervation upon which to build an hypotheſis of the like pe- 


riodical revolution of the other: and. the ſame I ſay touching conflagrations. 
Indeed there have been accidental and particular inſtances of both, but not any 
periodical. return, or revolutions thereof, guaſt in guodam ambitu & circuitu natural. 
2. If ſuch were ſuppoſed, yet unleſs they were very ſudden, and very general, 
they would not be ſufficient to make the correction: men would eſcape floods by 
running up to mountains and hills; and though ſome might periſh through im- 

providence, or through the ſuddenneſs of a deluge, many would eſcape. 3. Na- 

| tural and periodical floods or conflagrations would not be ſuitable nor commen- 
ſurate to the increaſe ; which, depending either upon accidents or the wills of men, 
would poſſibly be more in one place than in another: The country of Paleſtine 
would be more peopled than the ſands and deſarts of Arabia; Egypt, than the 
mountains of Ethiopia; and fruitful countries, or countries open to trade, and 


ſaſe from incurſions and invaſions, more populous than barren countries, or ſuch 


as are out of the way of trade, or ſubje& to inroads: but natural and periodical 
floods or conflagrations would probably keep ſome conſtant or ordinary tract or 
courſe, either from eaſt to weſt, or from north to ſouth ; and Pug keeping in 
ſuch a climate or latitude, poſſibly in another; whereby poſſibly theſe plagues 


might be more fierce in thoſe places or continents where the world wants people, 


and leſs vehement in thoſe places where there needs a corrective for their exceſs : 
R B b | — Er if 


or ſome eaſterly parts of Aſia, or ſince in Italy or Germany, or ſome other weſtern 
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jt theſe ſhould be univerſal, chey would deſtroy the race of mankind 3 if partial, 
Ban would be perchance weak and inſignificant reductives of the exceſs of man- 
„ When all therefore is done, though it be plain that theſe and the like calami- 


ties are certain reductiyes of the exceſs of mankind, N eee 1 


themſelyes, and upon a bare ſuppoſition of ; natural or accidental effects. But it 
is true, as they are either brought and inflicted, or managed and governed by a 
moſt wiſe and intelligent Being, they are uſeful, and wiſely applied to this end 
%% / dd ²˙ UU... ed lend ack & 
„ But in the whole management and conduct of theſe events and oecurrences, 
whereby mankind hath been reduced and corrected, we ſhall obſerve very eaſily 


that mankind hath fill increaſes, and the world grown fuller, even. to manifeſt ſenſe and 


* 


experience ; which was the ſecond thing I propoſe to be conſid ere. 
2. Therefore 1 do affirm, that, notwithſtanding, all theſe ordinary and extra- 
ordinary occurrences that have afflicted mankind; as ſhortneſs of life, divers ca- 


ſualties and common diſeaſes, loſs of men by navigation, the intemperance and- 
luxury of mankind, the weakneſſes and deſtructive ſickneſſes incident eſpecially to 


infancy, childhood, and youth; abortions voluntary or accidental, and all thoſe 
ordinary caſualties incident to our nature: And notwithſtanding alſs.thoſe great 
and vaſt conſumptions by famine, by. peſtilence, by ſtrange and epjdemical diſeaſes, 
by wars and battles, ſea-hghts,. internecions, maſſacres, and perſecutions, earth- 
quakes, floods, inundations, conflagrations, or what other extraordinary or terrible 
and univerſal accidents that have happened to mankind in any or all the ages paſt 
ſince the flood of Noah; mankind hath 7 og 8-0 theſe increaſed and grown: 
fuller, the generations of mankind have exceede&therr decays. © 4 
And becauſe this is an aſſertion, of fact, it is impoſſible to be made out but by. 

inſtances of fact. | > 1 ee 


And although it be impoſſible for any man to give an account of all. the nations - 
of the world collectively, and ſo to make out the fact; yet if the inſtance can be 


made out in one or two nations, whereof a true and clear account may be given, it. 


will be more than a common probability that the ſame may be concluded concern- 


ing the generality of mankind. 


e And therefore I ſhall ſingle out the inſtances of two nations, touching whom 


the cleareſt account of their original and. incrzaſe may be given, and ſuch alſo as 
had as great an experience of the ſevereſt of theſe correctives, and ny much 


greater, than any determinate people or nation in the world beſides. The firſt in- 


ſance I ſhall give is the nation of the Jews.“ [Here the illuſtrious author treats of 
the increaſe of population among that people from the evidence of the ſcriptures.] 
The next inſtance that I ſhall give ſhall be nearer home; the kingdom of Eng 
land: TI ſhall not give any inſtance touching it before the Conqueſt, becauſe thoſe 

times are dark, and beſides, the viciſſitudes and ſucceſſions of various nations in 


this kingdom render the diſcovery of the progreſs of ee of men, or the 


increaſes thereof, difficult; as Britons, Romans, Pidts, Saxons, and Danes. | 
The ancient inhabitants were the Britons, the body of which people hath been 

in a great meaſure ſhut up and contained within the country of Wales; but what by 
the tranſpRnting of many of the Welſh into England, and by r of the 
Engliſh into Wales, it is not poſſible to fay that all the Britons are confined to the 


country of Wales, or that none but Britons are there: and therefore there can be 


no particular or evident concluſion made touching their increaſe or multiplication. 
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But I ſhall take a ſhorter period or compaſs of time, namely, the laſt fix hundred 
years or thereabouts, ſince the Norman conqueſt, © „ 
Aud although it may be true, that many perſons of foreign countries have 
come into England and planted themſelves here, ſo that the whole increaſe of this 
kingdom cannot be ſingly attributed to thoſe that were either natives, or ſuch as 
came in with the Conqueror, but many Scotch, Iriſh, Dutch, but efpecially 
French, either by naturalizations or tranſmigrations have increaſed the inhabitants 
of this iſland ; yet, conſidering that probably the migrations of the Engliſh into 
Scotland, Holland, France, and other countries, have made amends for their mi- 

_ grations hither, we may make a reaſonable conjecture, that the deſcendants from 
thoſe that inhabited this kingdom in the time of the Conqueror have increaſed 
exceedingly above what they were in that imme. 
And the evidence thereof is this: King William the Firſt, after his victory 
over Harold, did, in the ſixteenth year of his reign ever England, cauſe a ſurvey to 
be made of all the cities, towns, manors, and, inhabited lands in England, 
Northumberland, Cumberland, Durham, and North Wales. 
This ſurvey was finiſhed in the twentieth year of his reign, and the book 

_ itſelf preſerved to this day among the records of the Exchequer, not only a tranſ- 
cript or copy, but the very original book itſelf, and is called Do:mſday : In this 

book are entered the names of the manors or inhabited townſhips, boroughs, and 
cities, and the owner of them, the number of plough-lands that each contains, and 
the number of the inhabitants upon them, under the ſeveral names appropriate to 
thoſe places: as for inſtance, 7bi 12 Burgenſes, 5 Villani, 5 Bordarii, 5 Nativi, 
5 5 Radiminches, 5 Cotterelli; and the like, according to the quality or condition 
Do of the inhabitants : So that this book in effe gives an account not only of the. 
FER - manurable lands in every manor, town, or vill, Fat alſo of the number and natures 
of their ſeveral inhabitants. NN 3 | „ 
_ - To make a calculation of the number of plough-lands and inhabitants through 
= all England, as they are recorded, and to make therewith a compariſon unto the = 
DE preſent ſtate and number of inhabitants at this 2 throughout England, is a la- 
orious piece of work, but it is not difficult to be done in any one county; I have 
tried the compariſon in the county of Glouceſter through ſome great boroughs, as 
Glouceſter itſelf, Thornbury, Tetbury, and other places, and in effect through 
the whole county; and I do find, . | e e 
1. That there are very many more vills and hamlets now than there were then, 
and very few villages, towns, or pariſhes then, which continue not to this day; but 
now there are as many as then, and many more. The fifth of March, 9 Edw. II. 
IS there iſſued writs to the ſheriffs of the ſeveral counties, to return the names of the 
1 ſeveral vills and land owners in their ſeveral bailiwicks, which was accordingly 
4 done, and remains of record in the Exchequer, under the ſtile of Nomina Villarum; 
and the ſum of the vills of Glouceſterſhire, together with the five boroughs of Glou- 
ceſter, Briſtol, Berkley, Durſly, and Newenham, amounted to 234, which I take 
it are more than are in Doomſday, and yet not ſo many as are at this day ; and thoſe 
that continue to this day, are far more populous than they were at the taking of 
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either of thoſe ſurveys. hos . 5 | „ 
2. That there is much more tillage and more plough- lands now than there 
were then; which happens by the reduction of many great waſtes and commons into 
tillage, or meadow, or paſture, which then were only waſtes, and therefore not par- 
e ſurveyed becauſe of no conſiderable value, and not taken notice of in that 
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ſurvey. 
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$4 3. That the number of inhabitants nqw are above twenty times more than 
they were at that time, as well in particular towns, boroughs, and manors, as in Z 
the general extent of the country; and yet that ſurvey, even as to the number and Ed 
| Ka of thoſe that reſided in thoſe towns or manors, at leaſt as houſholders, is 5 
very preciſe and particular: I have not yet made an exact particular calculation 
of the number recorded in that book through the whole county, but I will give a 
few inſtances of particular towns, which may give an eſtimate touching the 
bs. Glouceſter is now a very great and populous city ; formerly, before the time of 
Henry VIII. a borough : In the ſurvey of Doomſday, it is ſurveyed diſtinct from 
the Hertun of Glouceſter ; the groſs of the borough is ſurveyed togethei in the be- 
ginning of the county, but there are ſome other particular burgages thereof men- 
tioned under the titles of particular men's poſſeſſions; as, Terra Rogeri de Lacy, 
Terra Elnuffi de Heſding, &c. The whole concretion of the city of Glouceſter, 
conſiſts partly of what was the ancient borough, partly of acceſſions from the 
manors or villages adjacent, as Barton and ſome others: I ſhall therefore caſt up 
the whole number of all that were in Glouceſter or Barton. 
In the. ſurvey of Glouceſter there are reckoned 23 burgages and houſes; 16 
that were demoliſhed for' the building of the caſtle, fourteen that were waſted, and 
ſome that belonged to Oſbertus Epiſcopus, not numbered, but yielded the, yearly rent 
of 10 ſhillings ; which, according to the uſual rate of the houſes in Glouceſter at 
that time, which was at five pence or fix pence a houſe, might produce twenty 
%%%%/ͤ Td rt St adi c5s, 
„ Beſides theſe, there are ſurveyed under the titles of ſeveral owners of lands 
ſparſim through the book, as under the title Terra S. Dionyſii, Eccleſia S. Martini, 
and others, according to my beſt computation and obſervation, — 82 
e Beſides theſe, under the title of the poſſeſſions of St. Peter of Glouceſter, there 
are reckoned. up as many Burgen ſes as yielded the abbot anciently the rent of nine- 
teen ſhillings and five pence, and ſixteen ſalmons; but at that time ſixteen ſalmons 
and fifty ſhillings rent, without any certain number of Burgeſſes; but if we allow 
ſix. pence for a burgeis, we may ſuppoſe them to be — — 100. 
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„The manor of Barton, or the Barton of Glouceſter, ſome part = Rene; hath 
been taken into the ſuburbs of Glouceſter, was of two owners; part was the King's 
lands, part belonged to the abbey of St. Peter's; but the whole number of the 
houſholders inhabiting the whole Barton, with its members, Tuffly, Barnwood, &c. 
were as followeth, | C wall n ee ns 
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And the total of the whole account of the city of Glouceſter, the Barton with 
its members, Brewere, Upton, Merwin, Barnwood, Tuffly, Norwent, 
amounted then only to — — 383. 87 7 
And the ſingle city of Glouceſter within the walls contains at this day near 
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6 Again, the borough and manor of Barclay, with the members Giejebf enu- 
merated in | Doomſday, viz. Alkington, Hinton, Cam, Goſington, Derſiloge, 
Cowly, Ewly, Nimsfield, Wotton, Simondſhall, Kingſcote, Beverſcote, Oſel- 


word, Aldmondſbury, part of Cromhall, Harefell, Weſton, Elberton, Cromale, 
Erlingham, Efſcelword, are ſurveyed to contain in the whole to 590 families; 


whereas at this time there are near 5000 families in this precinct; the pariſh of 
Wotton yielding upon the t of 2000 ba ern and chat of Derſilege 

| above 500 at this day, 
Again, Tetbury and the hamlet of Upton belonging to it, the ſurvey of Doomſday 
gives us an account of about 73 families of all kinds belonging to it: but now 1 
believe there are little leſs than 1500 eommunicants in that pariſh, 


© Sodbury e the ſurvey gives us an account of about * FRIES of all forts ; they 
are now near twenty times as many. 


„ Thornbury, with the hamlets thereurts belonging : the account of Deomſuey is 


of og families of all ſorts ; there is now near ſix times ſo many. 


Aderly, a little village at the time of making of that ſurvey, conſiſting not of 
adore ſeventeen families of all forts ; now above twice as many. 

„The like inſtances might be produced, with the like evidence of very great in- 
creaſes, in the towns of Cirenceſter, Minchin Hampton, Teuxbury, Campden, 
Winchcomb, Avening, Weſtbury near Briſtol, and generally through the whole 


county of Glouceſter; ; which I do not without Guſt reaſon ſuppoſe hath more than 


twenty times the inhabitants which it had at the time of the coming-in of William 
the Firſt, Which is not now above 604 years ſince. 


And if we ſhould inſtitute a later compariſon, viz. between the preſent time 
12202 and the beginning of Queen Elizabeth, which is not above 112 years 


* 


nce, and compare the number of trained ſoldiers then and now, the number of 


ſubſidy-men then and now, they will eaſily give us an account of a very great in- 


| creaſe and multiplieation of people within this kingdom, even to admiration.” 


And let any man but eenſider the increaſe of London within the 'compaſs of 
_ forty or fifty years, we ſhall-according to the obferyations framed to my hands find, 
that the in-pariſhes, until the late fire, in that time have increaſed from nine to ten, 
or a tenth part; and that the ſixteen out- pariſhes have in that time increaſed from 
ſevery to twelve ; and yet without any deerement or decay of the reſt of the king- 
ee By which, and inifirtite undeniable uke that might be given, it is apparent, 
that within the compaſs of the laſt 600 years this ten, hath increaſed 1 71875 
in its number of native inhabitants. 
LAnd vet it is moſt apparent, that it hath had as great atlays me abatements of 
the multiplications of mankind'in it, as any kingdom in the world. For inftance, 
«64, In reſpect of the nature of its ſituation, which is all maritime, and con- 


ſiſts much in ri nion, which exhauſts abundance of people by diſeaſes and ca- 
ſualties at ſea. 


% 2. It hath been as often viſited with ſore. peſtilences, epidemical . and 


mortality by reaſon thereof, as any country: the experience of the laſt ſixty years 


gives us abundance of inſtances thereof, and former ages were as frequently viſited 


in this kind as later, 


Foreign wars, both at ſea and land, have devoured great multitudes of our 


inhabitants ; ; as thoſe formerly with Scotland, F FORO, Spain, and lately with the 
Netherlands and French. 


& 4. No kingdom of Europe hath had greater experience of civil wars, nor greater 
conſumption of men thereby, than * hath had ſince the time of William the 
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190 APPENDIX 


Firſt : for not to inſtance in x our-wars with the Welſh-and: Iriſh, let any man read but 


the hiſtories of the wars here in England between King Stephen and Henry I. and 


2 mother; King John and his nobles; King Henry III. and the nobility; between 


ing Edward II. and the Earls of Lancaſter and Mortimer; the wars between the 
two houſes of York and Lancaſter, and their partizans, from the time of Henry IV. 
unto the beginning of Henry VII. in one battle between Henry VI. and Edward 
IV. killed of ane f de 2 the rebellions in the times of Henry VII. and others 
the kings and Se chat ſucceeded him, and the loſs of many lives that happened 
by the ſuppreſſion thereof; the late cruel Wars within theſe 4 oa ars laſt paſt in 
England; there cannot be inſtances given in any one kit dom of greater abate- 
ments of the increaſe, by-wars and internecions, than may be given in England. 
Let. us alſo conſider the: vaſt-evacuations of men that ingland hath had by 
dan aſſiſtances lent to foreign kingdoms and ſtates, by volunteers and auxi- 


iaries; as to Scotland in the late Denn 8 amen to France, to the Netherlands, to 


ermany. 


„ 6. Fo:theſe alſo add.the-vaſt numbers of men that hure tranſplanted. en- 


ſelves not only into France, Holland, and our neighbour nations, but alſo te 
Vir ginia, Maryland, New England, Barbadoes, Bermudas, to Amboyna and other 
lic] in the Eaſt India, and 5 My, into Jamaica: we ſhall find, upon theſe and 
other accounts, that England hath had as great correctives of the exceſſes of their 
generations, within theſe laſt 600 years, as any people in the world. 


„ Add to theſe the great famines and peſtilences which have happened within 7 
the compaſs of 600 years, recorded in hiſtory, and obvious to our own experience. 
And therefore, if notwithſtanding all theſe correctives the number of men 
have continually increaſed, and that in ſo vaſt and obſervable a degree above their 


decreaſe; .we have as eat reaſon to conclude a parity in the reſt of mankind: and 


poſſibly were we as well acquainted with the concerns of other kingdoms or ſtates, 
_ eſpecially of the Netherlands and France, the inſtances of this increaſe would be 


as much, and poſſibly more conſpicuous than among us. 
Upon the whole matter therefore I conclude, that as r inſtanced i in 


the laſt chapter are not in themſelyes likely to be ſufficient and ſuitable to the re- 
duction of the increaſe of mankind to an equability, eſpecially in an infinite ſuc- 


ceſlion of eternal generations: ſo by plain experience it is apparent and ſenſible, 
that de fatto YE 

withſtanding them increafed every age, and the multitude of them that are born and 
live, overbalance the number of them that die, communibus annis, or being taken 
upon a medium; though poſſibly ſome one year gave the advantage of number to the 
deſcendants, yet it is not common nor ordinary, but more than two or three n 0 
one * give the n of number to them that are born and _ bee! 


7 * *... 
— 6 wt . 
* * * . Li e 8 9-6 ** x * % * N NW 4A 
5 5 4 0 1 1 7 \ g 4+ a 1 t 4 * + - ; 4 7 
4 5 b 22 j 4 10 +4 , bi a 5 y ö X ; 7 ; 
2 x 1 ts a3 — . * * a 
. * « * , 
"4 ns g F 
A 4 ; 2s \ 3% 4 ; * vs * 7 ' 2 , „9 
1 : . a 
* 0 1 * 5 bY 
* + 4 * * * 928 he 4 4 ba 
o 


ne 


ave not done it in a finite limit of ages; but mankind have not- 


A P P E N D 1 X II. 


IN 9 K this Wert was printed, the Compiler has diſ- 
covered, by more diligent reſearch, ſeveral documents, which 

in ſome Inſtances contradict, in more confirm, the reaſonings, ra- 
ther than the facts, contained in the foregoing ſheets. While he 
wiſhes, not to fetter himſelf. by any. pre-conceived opinions, he 


thinks it a reſpe& which he owes to the public, as much as to his - 


own candour, to ſtate briefly in this Appendix his Corrections, 
Additions, and Retractions. As it was his chief object to convey 


uſeful, becauſe juſt, information to the moſt intelligent of nations, 
on intereſting 8 he bende flatters himſelf he has 1 in ſome | 


meaſure ES 24s end. 


— — ——— NIANS AREAS — 


diy I. on page 46. — If we extend our enquiries to Scotland, we foul PER a full 
a greater proſperity. ] This pleaſant remark is amply confirmed by the following docu- 
ments; ſince they ſhew a progreſs from the æra of the Union to the commencement of 
the preſent war. The quantity of ſhipping which was annually entered in the ports 
of Scotland, according to an average of the hve years from Chriſtmas 1707 amounted 


only to? 3 pm : 10,046. tons; 

Ditto oeding to an average of the five Years, 17 s! —— ST, Ons 
Ditto, during the year 2 — * 1750 — — 20,902 tons; 
D :. . — 48,929 
Ditto — —y— 1760 — — 33,862 tons; 
Ditto 5 W 2 —— — 3 1780 © Ta nog ogy 42,427. 


From this flattering view of the foreign trade of Scotland, we may now turn with 
ſatisfaction to her domeſtic induſtry. | 
There was of linen, ſtamped for ſale, in Scotland, during the 
year 1747. — 6,661,788 yards, of the value of — 4 262,866 
Ditto, in 1757, — 9,704,408 ditto —_ OI 24D ! 
Ditto, in 17674! — - 13,224,557 ditto — — Kea 
Ditto, 1 in 1776* = — 13,571,948 ditto — — 


— —— ͤ— __—_—_—_—_—_— 


NoTE Il. on page 87. — . may thence. infer, that there could have been 10 great 


quantity of our native coin drawn from domeſtic circulation for foreign export, ] But Doc- 


tor Adam Smith has eren e the His 1-0 of the mint, and of the melt- 


———— " D_ 


I 
— 


LA detail in Bibl. Harl. Brit, Mu. No 62699. b A Cuſtomhouſe account, 
4 Ann, * 1773+ e Scots Mag. 3 776. 


& Idem. 
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=_ 192 APPENDIX I 
| ing-pot, previous to the late re-coinage of the gold, to the Web of Penelope. [See 
his Inquiry into the Cauſes of the Wealth of Nations.] Whence we may infer, 
contrary to the argument in the text, that though the coin had not been exported, it 
| might have been melted into büllion. N 1 1 1 . 
& 5 A. | 2 * . . | 
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Norx III. on page 105. — Whether there had been two enumerations of the fighting- 
men z. one in 1575, and another. in 1583] This queſtion, is determined in the affirma- 
tive, by various MSS. in The Myſeum ; which prove. that there had been muſters in 
England during almoſt every year, from 1575 to the demiſe of Elizabeth, Thete ate 
ſeveral tranſeripts of the muſters of 1586 in Bibl. Hatl. Brit. Muſ. Ne 412 and. 
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Nor IV. on page 111. — From theſe circum/tances. we may infer a-conſiderable aug- 
5 mentation of numbers between the # times [1670] and the beginning of Elizabeth. 
155 reign [1558 J.] Even Doctor Brown acknowledged, in his melancholy Eſtimate of 
the Manners and Principles of the Limes, page 188, That it appears by the regi- 

ſters of ſomèe country pariſhes which I have looked into, that from the year 1550 to 

1710, the number of inhabitants increaſed gradually; the two extremes being to each 

bother as 57 to 72; and that from 1710 to the preſent time [1757] the number has 

been at a ſtand, if not rather diminiſhed.” It were to be wiſhed, that the Doctor had 
mentioned the names of the pariſhes, to which he only alluded, ſince examination 

might have either confirmed or confuted his aſſertions. Doctor Forſter, who about 

the ſame time ſtated himſelf againſt the diſcouraging doctrines of Doctor Brackenridge, 

made a ſimilar reſearch, but with a diſſimilar ſpirit. Having examined the regiſters: of 

ſeveral neighbouring pariſhes, in 1757, he ſent the Royal Society the ſubſtance of 

three of the maſt perfect of them, as a proper ſtandard. for theſe parts [ Berkſhire] 


omitting the burials, as theſe would have embarraſſed the table of baptiſms. [ Phil. 


hBaptized in the pariſhes of Lamborn; of Welford ; - 11 of Shefförd. 
From 1614 to 1623, inclufive, — 327 — 


* 


1624 to 16323ẽ — — 401 — 62 — BL. 
1634 to 1643 — — 399 — 119 — 1 
1662 to 1617 — — 441 — 146 — 1 
ihn e ek — 3980 — 132 — 10898 
: 1682 to 1691 — — 45 — 201 — 112 


This table ſpeaks oh e of itſelf, ſays Doctor Forſter, that our people in: - 
creaſe in a very rapid manner, re wie rg f 
Nor V. on p. 115. — II has been debated with an anxieiy which the ſulject did not 
require, whether Davenant intended to ſtate the number of houſes ar houſehelds.] The 
diſcovery of Gregory King's Political Obſervations in The Muſeum, has decided this 
litigated queſtion in favour of Dr. Price's conſtruction.— The following is a tranſcript 
of Mr. King's treatiſe, which was written in 1696, as appears from the date, with re- 
gard to this ſubject:— “ The number of houſes in the kingdom, as charged in the books 
of the Hearth-office at Lady-day 1690, were 1,319,215. The people increaſing at 
this time about 9000 per annum, as will appear by the enſuing diſcourſe, the increaſe 
of houſes ſhould be about 2000 per annum; but by reaſon of the preſent war with 
France, not much above 1000 per annum; ſo that by the year 169 5, the increaſe ca | 
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not have been above 6 or 7000; which makes the preſent number of houſes, that is 
to ſay, ſuch as were ſo charged in the books of the Hearth-office, to be about 
1,326,000, But, whereas the chimney-money being charged on the tenant or inha- 


| birant, the divided houſes ſtand as ſo many diſtinct dwellings in the accounts of the ſaid 


Hearth-office: and whereas the empty houſes, ſmiths ſhops, &c. are included in the 
{aid account, all which may very well amount to 1 in 36 or 37 (or near 3 per cent.) 
which in the whole may be about 36,000 houſes, it follows that the true number of 
inhabited houſes in England is not above 1,290,000; which, however, in round num- 


bars we thall cal ES e e e IO; eee, e 
He afterwards ſtates the familles at about; — 1, 300, ooo. 
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The people anſwering, at 47 per houſe and 4 per family, to about 5,500,000. Dave- 
nant does not eite King, whoſe obſervations had not been written when Davenant 
publiſhed his Eflay on Ways and Means, in 1695; nor does King quote Dave- 
nant, becauſe he drew his informations from the fountain of intelligence. Now here 
are two credible witneſſes to an important fatt—That it appeared by the hearth- 
books of 1690, there were in England and Wales 1,319,215 houſes, though 
Mr. King reduces the amount of inhabited dwellings rather under 1, 300, % / . 
It ought here to be remarked, that there is in The Miſeum a rude ſketch of Queries 


on Gregory King's Obſervations, by Sir Robert Harley, dated in March 1697 ; at 


leaſt the writing 18 extremely like Lord Oxford's hand, and the obſervations are worthy | 
of that experienced ſtateſman. [See Bibl. Harl. Ne 6837.] There is a tranſcript” 
of theſe Queries, confiderably expanded, but in a different hand, in Bibl. Harl. 


Ne 7021. The queriſt, whoever he was, pertinently aſks, Do the hearth- books 


diſtinguiſh the empty houſes, ſmiths ſhops, &c.? If not, Why and whence that 
proportion? — The increaſe of houſes upon new foundations, in London alone, has 


been for forty years paſt (communibus annis) about 750 per annum, viz. 30,000 


houſes in 40 years, or 7 of all the preſent houſes ; or g of the whole increaſe through 
England in times of peace, and 4 of the increaſe ſince the war. Theſe aſſeſſments are 
no good foundation; heads at a medium, per houſe in London, being 5, [accord- 
ing to the computation]. * There were, 40 years ago, 75,000 houſes, and 370,000 
ſouls. Omiſſions in the country are probably greater than in London, becaufe num 
bering the people is more terrible in the country than in London. The polls are 


inſtances: families of ſeven or eight perſons, being not numbered at above three or 


four perſons in fome remote counties,” — What Harley doubted then, there is no rea- 
/// TPP TOTS ITT neren erg nn 3 
Though the hearth-books have ſunk into an obſcurity which defies the purſuit of 
diligence, it muſt nevertheleſs be admitted, that we have now ſufficient evidence there 
exiſted 1,319,215 houſes of every kind in 1690, and nearly 1,300,000 inhabited 
dwellings, whatever number there may now be within the kingdom. The hearth- 
books of Ireland however happily remain, becauſe the hearth-tax hath continued there - 
on its ancient footing to the preſent day: and from an accurate document we may 
learn, that it produced a revenue, according to a medium of five 4555 168 5 7. 
ee ee e e —; ĩ ñ ü 
That it yielded, according to a 3 years medium, — 1930-2 — 42,4573 
ene „ Ra o4-7 1 
Ditto, according to a 7 years medium, ending with 179750 — 57.7363 
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eB. : 1777; — $9808; 
That it produced in. — — 1778 — 61,040; 
20 1 ii — — 1770 — 60,617. 
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The Iriſh having thus laid, with buſy hands, new foundations, from the epoch of the: 
Revolution to the preſent day, it is not eaſy; to tell why the Engliſh houſes ſhould. 
have mouldered into ruins during that happy effluxion of time. In lieu of the obnox- 
ious hearth-tax, the parliament impoſed in 1696 a duty of two ſhillings on every 
houſe; and on every houſe containing ten windows, and fewer than twenty, ſix ſhil- 
lings; and on every houſe having more than twenty windows, ten ſhillings; to be 
paid by the occupiers, excepting thoſe who were exempted from taxes to the church 
and poor. Gregory King computed, in 1696, the produce of thoſe duties in the fol- 
lowing manner. . wie 
The number of inhabited houſes is newer: — 1, 300, ooo; 


«+ 1 
fe * | 


whereof 980,000 houſes: under 10 windows, at 28. per houſe _, —— . 98, ooo. 
270, ooo ditto. — 20 ditto, , at 68. ditto. — 381, oco. 
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For thoſe who receive alms — 330,000 houſes, at 28. each C. 33, ooo. 
thoſe who do not pay to} g V 

Church and poor — "350,000 ien ee ee f 


| | Omiſſions, frauds, and defaulters 40, ooo ditto, at 48. each — 3, ooo. 


In ſolyent — 750, ooo ditto. . 85, ooo. 
Solvent — $50,000 ditto [net produce] 119, 00. 
e e ee . 04, o 
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Me may infer, that King's calculation was very near the 

truth, from this deciſive circumſtance: After theſe duties 

had been brought into a regular courſe of payment by an. 

eight years adminiſtration, the houſe and window tax yield. 

ed, according to a three years medium, ending with 1705 — („. 112, 069. 


But, this branch of revenue gradually withered, even after it 

had been invigorated by additional impoſitions. It yielded, at... 

cording to a — Jones average, — | 1718—22, only., — 95, 526; 
According to ditto —— — 1728—32, only. . ., —— 33,1813 


According to ditto, —,, — 174145, only, . 91,485. 


%% 61 7E. 4007-693 7177... n 
The parliament were thereby induced to ſtate, in 1747, Whereas the revenue. 
ariſing by the ſaid ſeveral rates on houſes hath for ſome. years paſt greatly decreaſed, 
and the. ſame is ſtill likely to. diminiſh ;” be it therefore enacted, that the ſame duties 
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i By 7 and 3 Wm. ch. 18; which was continued by 8 and 9 Wm, ch. 20; by 1, Anne, ch. 13; 5 Anne,. 
ch. 123. K Obſerv. Bibl. Harl. No 1898. £ 1 Fat Poſticthwayt's Hiſt, Rev, p. 39. D . 
a in Bibl. Harl. Ne ot, it appears: ; 93 i | 

That the Tr en houſes yielded into [the Exchequer, from Michaelmas 1696 to ditto.” | 
1697, only — 8 — — — . 46,73, 4. 7. 

Ditto, from Michaelmas 1697 to ditto 1698, —.- _ ay 2 175,641 9 6, 

Dito, from Michaeimas 1698 to ditto 1699992 bm —— — — 137,911 3. 8. 
SELLS Ditto, from Michaelmas 1699 to ditto 1700 — — — — 78,910 14 
e a. Ditto, from Michaelmas 1700 tg ditto 1701; —ᷓ — — == 111,898 17 94. 
From the. average of the five. firſt years colletidn; amounting to C. 89,08 ma er: 
«pag LNG: er ls MET A AN An 07s WO 00 canta 109 We nine: 
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ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS, AND RETRACTIONS. 1956 
mall ceaſe, and the rates herein mentioned: be collefted: from the 27th of March 


1747 : and the parliament, without ſuppoſing that the houſes were daily tumbling 
into ruins, mentioned, as the chief cauſes of that remarkable decreaſe of revenue, 
Whereas it hath often been found by experience, that the duties granted by former 
acts of parliament have been greatly leſſened by means of perſons frequently ſtopping 
up windows in their dwelling-houſes, in order to evade payment: Whereas it hath: 
often happened, that ſeveral aſſeſſments have not been made out in due time, to the 
prejudice of the revenue: And whereas it frequently happens, that perſons remove to 
other pariſhes, without paying the duty for the houſes ſo quitted.” —Notwithſtanding- 
every new proviſion and penalty, the additional impoſts by no means produced, even 
to the preſent times, what they had been given for in any year. There were granted 


in 1749, to make good the deficiency of the new taxes —— (. 59,329; 
There were granted for the ſame unpleaſant purpoſe, in 1711 — 750,098 ; 


Thus, it appears to have heen the ſenſe of parliament, during every reign, that the: 
dwellings did. not ſo much decreaſe'in number, as that their occupants uſed every art 


to elude the payment of a tax for enjoying the exhilarating light of the ſun, And 


the following reaſons may induce us to believe, that the parliamentary opinion, 


was juſt. We have already ſeen Gregory King ſtate the ſolvent houſes, in 1696, 


0 er r ͤ˙ĩ ̃ ̃ SON Oi4 
The omiſſions, frauds, and defaulters, alt.?! — . 40,0003, 

So the charged and chargeable houſes were; ? ĩ? — 3590,00. 
And the coincidence. of the amount of nett revenue, (J. 119,000) calcu- bro 


lated by him in 1696, with the nett duties actually paid into. the Exche- 
quer only eight years thereafter, in 1703-4-5, (L. 112,069) evinces clearly, 
that the number of ſolvent houſes allowed by him was very exact. Now, 
we know? that the number of houſes returned to the tax- office as charged 
and. chargeable, was, in 1750 —— 9 — 729,048: 
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Here then is a ſolution of the great problem in political economy, which has en- 
ged ſo many able pens, Whether there exiſt now as many houſes as there had been 

Fund ſoon after the Revolution? at leaſt the queſtion is decided as to the number of. 

dwellings.charged and chargeable to the window and houſe tax, 34 


* 


though many obſtructions may be cleared away. The difficulty conſiſts, in aſcertain- 
ing with equal certainty the number of dwellings, which have been exempted from 
every tax, on account of their occupiers poverty, from the year 1696 to the preſent. 
The point, that has been ſo long litigated, muſt at laſt be determined by the anſwer to. 
the queſtion, Whether the poor are more numerous in the preſent age than in any, 
former one? For, a greater body of paupers muſt require a greater number of cottages, 
in the ſame manner as a greater number of inhabited dwellings. muſt contain a greater. 
number of people. f Y . „ 
Davenant publiſhed, in 1695, a table, ſhewing, the poor rates Which were paid by 
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Nevertheleſs, a great difficulty ſtill remains, which eannot eaſily be removed, 
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each county.in England and Wales, as they had been diligently collected, towards the 


demiſe of Charles II. by Arthur Moore, amounting in all to® — LF. 665,262, 
In July 1696, the Board of Trade applied to the two archbiſhops, for by | 

the means of! knowing the poor rates of eyery pariſh, that they may bee 

made more uſeful.” In December 1696, the Board repreſented to tige 


king, That, though they had found many obſtructions from the variaus 
humours of pariſhes, they had procured accounts from 44.1 5 pariſhes ; the 
rates whereof amounted: to 8 184,735. 18 5. 6 d.; which led them to 


RESTS IDES infer, that the ſupport of all the poor muſt be, yearly . 3 2 oo, ooo, 
4 * . Of which we find paid by London 9 rb 1 L. eek F 22225 
iy And by Briſtol, for maintaining 1000 to 1200 paupers — 2,350. . 
Me attribute the increaſe of the poor, ſay the Board, to the relaxation n 

of diſcipline, corruption of manners, and ill education of the poorer ſort; 


and more particularly to the execution, or rather perverſion, of the inten- 
tion of the poor-laws *,—dSuch was the reſult of the accurate enquiries of 
a Board of Trade, at which ſat Sir Philip Meadows and Mr. Locke. 
By an account delivered to parliament, in purſuance of a politive re- DE ECO 
Alen, it appeared that the money expended on the poor, from Eaſter ; 
1775 to Eaſter 1976, amounted to“ — —— 1,6804. 
Now, if we deduct from this ſum one third, for the greater extravagance of waſte of 
the preſent day, there is ſtill room to conclude, that the number of perſons who re- 
_ ceive alms, and who muſt dwell in cottages, is double the number of thoſe who re- 
ceived alms during the reign of king William, though the nation has become more 
opulent, and wealth has been more equally diffuſed among individuals. | 
Upon a ſurvey of the hearth-books made at Michaelmas 1685, it was found, fays 
Dr. Davenant*, that, of the 1,300,000 in the whole kingdom, thoſe of one chimney 


_ amounted to — 1 ; — 554,631 houſes, 

Gregory King calculated, on good grounds, in 1696: e 5 

For thoſe who receive alm 3 5 e 
For thoſe paying nothing to church and poor — — 35,888. 


| Total cottages exempted from duties — — 710,000. 


But, Sir Robert Harley aſked, in 1697, „How or whether are the cottages com- 
puted; they being not chargeable with hearth-duty, and yet containing many 
| people?“ It is apparent, however, that the ſtatement of Davenant and the computa- 
1 8 tion of King ſupport each other, becauſe in all coincidence there is proof. Now, if 
. the number of poor were double in 1776 to the number of poor in 1696, the number 
of cottages exempted in 1776 ought to have been double the number of cottages ex- 
empted in 1696. Nevertheleſs, there have been wiſe men, there are even wiſe men 
now, who do not admit that there are at preſent in this kingdom the number of cot- 
tages which were ſtated by Davenant for 168 5. e e 
At the commencement of the laſt war a controverſy began, with regard to this ſub- 
ject, between Dr. Brackenridge on the one ſide, and Dr. Forſter on the other. It is 
unneceſlary to repeat arguments which may be ſeen in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, 
vol. 49 and 50. Brackenridge purſued the metaphy/ical mode of induction; Forſter fol. 
lowed the experimental, As might have been foreſeen, the one bewildered himſelf in 
contradiQtion and error; the other diſcovered many truths. Brackenridge aſſerted 
That, from what he had ſeen at the Tax-office, he ſhould think the cottages were not 
much above 200,000, as there did not appear to be one houſe in ten omitted; fo there 
e ; | cannot 
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eannot be a million of houſes in England and Wales; and the rated houſes are to the 
cottages as two to one. To this reaſoning Forſter anſwered — That his acquaintance 
with the world had ſhewn him (and who, alas! has not ſeen ) that the poor are 


every where more numerous than the rich: that, having obtained zhe collectors rolls, 
he had counted, in 1757, the number of houſes in nine contiguous pariſhes ; whereby 
he found, that out of 588 houſes, only 177 paid the tax: that T.amborn pariſh, 
wherein there is a market-town, contains 445 houſes, of which 229 only pay the tax. 
When it was objected, that this ſurvey was too ſcanty to form any "ride average, 
Forſter afterwards added the enumerations of nine other pariſhes, in different counties ; 
whereby it appeared, that of 1045 houſes, only 347 were charged with the duty : 
whence he inferred, that the cottages are to the taxable houſes, as more than two to 
one n. Forſter added withal, That, upon an enquiry at the 'Tax-office, in ſummer 


1760, he found, that the only ſurveyor of windows, who had performed his duty to 


fatisfaction, lives in Lancaſhire z who conſtrued the law to exempt none but ſuch as 


received alms from the pariſh, In the pariſh of Eccleſton, near Preſton, there are 


207 houſes, of which only 67 are exempted ; which is nearly one in five, and tends 


to confirm Dr. Brackenridge's firſt calculation. Forſter declared his reſolution, 'and. 
who does not join in his purpoſe ?) to believe the evidence of his own ſenſes in prefer- 


ence to any man's report, and to prefer poſitive enumeration to inaccurate ſurveys. 
The wide difference between the ſtatements of Brackenridge and Forſter plainly aroſe 
from this cireumſtance: The firſt had chiefly contemplated: London and its vicinage, 


where the rich abound ; the latter had ſurveyed country-pariſhes, where the poor pre- 


dominate. It is much to be lamented, that two ſuch good citizens and able writers. 
as were Dr. Brackenridge and Dr. Forſter, ſhould have parted in anger. 


NorTz VI. on p. 156; — That this great deereaſe'sf the hereditary exciſe is attributed 


to the new additional duties. } Confiderable light is thrown on this ſubject, by an in- 


telligent memorial * which was preſented to the Lords of the, Treaſury, not long be- 
fore the peace of Ryſwick, by William Stockton, who“ had lived, to ſee the govern- 
ment in the hands of four kings, two protectors, and a commonwealth.” Having 
ſtated the great deficiencies of the exciſe, Stockton attributed the alarming derange- 


ment of that branch of revenue to two cauſe the change of the meaſure, and the private 
brewery. The retailers, ſaid he, have exceedingly ſhortened the quantity ſold for 


two pence halfpenny ; ſo, the conſumers ſpent the ſame money, but did not enjoy the 
fame draught. This circumſtance aroſe from what happened the twenty-ſecond of 
Charles II: When the parliament was conſidering the firſt additional duty, the Lon- 
don brewers perſuaded the Attorney General, who drew up the act, that if they 
were obliged to ſell their beer according to the old meaſure, as the law required, they 
could not bear the duty. The ſecond cauſe is, that ſo many brew their own drink 


now, ſince thoſe high duties; and this miſchief will daily increaſe. Owing to theſe 


#100 cauſes, there were brewed leſs the laſt year, by 1,337,504. barrels of ſtrong beer, 
than there were in the year 1688. Now, this abatement of beer hath occaſioned an 


abatement of malt of 500,000 quarters. Though he had been in the corn-trade fifty 
years, he had never known the price of malt ſo lo; and, had it not been for the great 


export of corn to the Netherlands laſt year, this would have ruined all the farmers in 
England. The poor commonalty, he obſerved, have been chiefly affected, from the 


little meaſures they are now reduced to; which reduction is equal to four ſhillings in the 


land-tax ; and this upon a thing which is the chief of their ſubſiſtence. 
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u See Forſter's concluding letter of December 3760, which the Royal Society refuſed to publiſh, in Bibl. Birchg 
Brit, Muſ. No 4440. | | 1 
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*The Reader is deſired to corre with his pen the following ERRATA 
VVA 5 Which affect the ſenſe; N 1 
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In page 25, line the firſt, for 1755-6-7, read 1775-6- ＋: ) 
/ TT 
1217, in the note, er 1163, read 13, 10. 
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